* 
— i 


Se 


ss avasets 


Pa 


- 
- 
- 

— 


“e 
oa 
’ 


\ 


ee 


yy RO 


; 
yee, 


thesetenae 


~steoh 
— 
Ns 
a 


Seraere 


~- 
- 


ret 
toe 
atte 


af 


ve 
& 


- 
ae 


= 


i 4 


eth 


; 
/ 


4 
rt 


iy 

.) 1 
‘ 
’ 


i 


4 


¥ 


ryeA) 
1a33? 


\ 


‘ 


os 


¢ 

’ 

a 
yar 
sy ah 


a a 
PV 


iS Pin 

Se sae marae ete 
Sra ign a ee OO, 

SA ne ae eat a ae. 


or a, 
Sears 
tom anno 
Payer 


Serie 
ee 
ie On 
ee oe ss 


oo nen 


ee on ee eee 
See Pe 
ed 


FF a 


We: 
es 
‘ Hye 

is 


, 


AAG 


AY 
a) 
bi 


a 

Set tyyy 

: ers 

> 

+ 

bey 
Oeery 
Tune? 


AG 
UE OONay Ln) 
Sona 


- A 2 
Oe 


Bas 


> 


et Als 


‘ 


- — ~~ 
dae tee 


it Rane 
es 
- ‘ 


7 


. 


o 
ee ee 
oft 
os, 


rele 
eA 
5 a 
, 1 ad ad 
ae -" 


ioe Se Oe “ 
ue) 


- 
rene =o 
= 


ae 


s 
oo, 


“os 
ites 
ee! et te) 


ees 
— 


‘ 
yehiys 
vey . 
way 
tN 
rye 
+H 

NY uN 
iwi . 
1! 
sy 
AN 


it 
5 ! 
1 
} 


wore 


pax! 
en 


Stan 

RANE ht 
49,0y 

YN sya 


‘ 
tiy 
TURN 
97.4 


nt) 
uy 
i 
?, 
* 
D 


ad , ‘ 
: fat 
wal weendstel 
x) 
Ni} 


so 
ANY 


ty vat 


fat 
ces 


feed Fae 
“Spe tS siti, at? 9k 


“ 4 
: ie 
y= Se — 

si od 


‘oe . oi 


4 


ay ? 
, eran, Aneesh Dy 


* i PP iggy OP . 7 te Cis eet bog Lae Ie ie sugitant 
ear are Dh. - rk Re Sty A Fa ers en gies i 
< -. s se ‘ : “4 e yh ase eS 7 - Pr a ; a A a a 
+. > 7 = “ e « * ~ —_— i ty a , 

Aa a a ’ _ a a ) a > y ei 


ae 


- COMPLETE ANGLER; 


*» 


os ij Oo a¢ OR, 


eae THE CONTEMPLATIVE MAN’S 
se 39. RECREATION. 


es - By IZAAK WALTON. 


ih tes 2 ialiesohalins 


AGS 


aes Ge Roe SE. t 2 Beroarens M 


baile if 5 
ie 
~~ 


Awe 


nee 
Poe 4 YS 


aa 
+ arpa pet. 


ee Fac-simile reprint of the first edition, published in 1053. 


ae 
* 7 


ea ie | aay LONDON: | : 
| ELLIOT STOCK, 62, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. _ | 


ae rie oe 


i es 
Sue gus 
ua 


ng 


a lee 
ar oh 
s 


-“” 
e 
z 


> 


_* 


oe ae eee 


dy ri) ye 


O 4 44 
PAL @ ng toe) 


Salty ety? 


7 cs onl 9 
er 


* 
© * 


‘Se ¥ : : 
t- i ee | ae mt 
5 Cie ah pe 5 de > 
een. a / : 4 
P| U \y } 
- Fed Su, ie eee, Sor AE DIDO tee ete Rie, 
fie: ae ; : 
te tale RS gee” & 
Sar kala Sa! 
Cah gall tin ee ed i 


* 


s Pa et. iy 
‘ . 


4 


- « 


PREFACE. 


IN the standard prose literature of England 
there are few books which have had a wider 
popularity than Zhe Complete Angler of 
honest, gentle, thoughtful Izaak Walton, and 
few of which it is more difficult to obtain a 
copy of the first edition. Although not a 
work to come to an untimely end through 
such polemical influences as may safely be 
assumed to have put out of the way many a 
copy of Bunyan’s P7lerim’s Progress when in 
its youth,—though the odzum theologicum can 
have had but small part or lot in the re- 
duction of Walton’s first edition to so small 


a remnant as is known to exist,—still there 
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must have been other risks to which Zhe 
Complete Angler was exposed, not much less 
fatal, though of far gentler origin, than the 
odium theologicume itself. 

Such a volume as Walton’s must have 
commended itself at once and infallibly to con- 
templative and religiously disposed persons, 
whether members or not of the gentle craft 
for whom, ostensibly, it was intended. This 
was a book, not to be placed in the safe com- 
panionship of worthy but unread books, but 
if the owner were a dond-fide Angler, to be 
pushed into corners of fishing baskets, 
crammed into well-filled pockets, hugged over 
running stream or deep and shady pool, 
thrown down anywhere in the excitement of 
a bite, and exposed to all the many perils by 


land and water known to beset the small 


_ properties of that class of men who “ hate | 
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contentions, and love guéetnesse, and vertue, 
and Angling.” If, on the other hand, as was 
probably the more frequent case, the original 
owner of a copy of the first edition shared 
only those mental characteristics of the 
proverbial angler which led him to “hate 
contentions, and love gzuze¢nesse, and vertue,” 
he might be expected to have the book 
about with him constantly ; and, the placid, 
nature-loving, contemplative mind being 
seldom associated with punctilious careful- 
ness, his copy would do well if it lasted its 
owner's lifetime. 

But whatever may be the reasons: of this 
scarcity, such is, and is ever likely to be, the 
popularity of the book itself, and such the 
excellence of moral repose, contemplativeness, 
and genuine religious spirit presented by the 


mind of the author, that it is of real im- 
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portance to know in what form the immortal 
Anglerfirst offered his thoughts to the reading 
and angling public; and the hearty encourage- 
ment accorded to the undertaking of reprint- 
ing in fac-stmile the first edition of The 
Pilerim’s Progress induces the publisher to 
issue also a fac-stmzle of this choice master- 
piece of English literature. Here, as in the 
former case, it is to the kindness of R. S. 
Holford, Esq., that the publisher owes the 
opportunity of reproducing the extremely 
scarce original; and the present is a fitting 
opportunity for acknowledging the courtesy 
of that gentleman. - 

It is hardly necessary to call attention in 
detail to the many notable peculiarities of 
the book in the form now reproduced ; but it 
may be worth while to pointout the curious 


square notes in the music at pages 216 and 
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217, and to offer an explanation of what, at 
first sight, might appear to be a mischance 
in placing page 217. That page, in the 
original as in the present reproduction, is 
upside down; but there can be but little 
doubt that it was so printed on purpose to 
enable two persons singing the air and second 
part to read the music with the book between 
them while standing face to face,—a practical 
reason highly probable in connection with 
what was evidently meant for a practically 
useful book. 
Some of the types used in printing the 
first edition are altogether obsolete: to save 
all risk of departure from the exact form, 
these, as well as the sharp vigorous little cuts 
of fish, and the very tasteful title-page, have 
been reproduced by a photographic process 
which is simply infallible ; and the publisher 
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has not neglected any available mechanical 
means to secure an absolute /fac-szmz/e of the 
original book; the paper on which it 1s 
printed is of the same shade;. and the binding, 
even to the curious red and blue sprinkling on 
the edges, is in all respects a counterpart of 
that of the copy from which this reprint is 


made. 
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Being a Difcourfe of 


FISH and FISHING, 


Not unworthy che perufal of moft Anglers, 
Simon Peter faid, Igo 2 r Gfhing : : and ehey (aid, We 
alfo wil go veish thes. John 21.3. 
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The Epiftle 

that I fhall not be denyed, 
becanfe ‘tis a difcourfe of 
Bith and Fithing, which 
you both vot well, and 

love and prattice fo much. 
You are affur'd (though 
there beignorant men of an 
other belef )that Angling 
isan Art.and you know that 
Art better then any that I 
kuow:and that this ts truth, 
is demoftrated by the fruits 
of that pleafant labor which 
you enjay whenyou purpofe 
to give reft to your mind, 
and deveft your felf of your 


- More 


Depicarory. 


more fertous bufinef, and 
(which'ss often) dedicate a 
day or two to this Recreati- 
on. 

At which time, if com- 
mon Anglers fhould attend 
you,and be eye-witneffes of 
the fuccefs, not of your for - 
tune but your skill, it would 
doubtlef beget in them an 
emulation to be like you,and 
that emulation might beget 
aninduftrious diligenceto be 
fo:but know it-is not atain- 
able by common capact - 
ttes, 


A3 Sir, 


The Epittle 

Sir, this pleafant curio- 
fitie of Fifh and Fifbing (of 
w you are fogreat a Ma- 
fter) bas been thought wor- 
thy the pens and practices 
of divers in other Nations, 
which have been reputed 
men of greatLearning and 
Wildome,; and amongst 
thofe of this Nation, Lre- 
member Sir Henry Wot- 
ton (a dear lover of thu 
Art) has told me, that his 
intentions were to write a 
difcourfe of the Art, and in 
the praife of Angling, and 
doubileff 


Depicarory. 
doubtlef he bad done fo, if 
death had not prevented 
him ; the remembrance of 
which hath often made me 
forry ; for,éf be had lived to 
doit, then the unlearned 
Angler(of which am one) 
badfeen fome Treatife of 
this Art worthy bis ish l, 
which (though fome have 
undertaken it) I could ne- 
ver yet feein Englifh, 

Bus mine may be thought 
as weak and as unworthy 
of — views and : . 

ere freely confef,, that 

p rpi Should 


TheEpiftle, &c. 
frould rather excufe my 
felfthen cenfure others my 
own ‘Difcour[e being hable 
tofo many exceptions, a- 
gainft which, you (Sir) 
might make this one, ‘That 
it can contmbute nothing 
toyourknowledge; and 
left a longer Epiftle may 
diminifh your pleafure, I 
__fbalnot adventure to make 
this E iftle longer then to 
add this following truth, 
Thatlamreally, Sir, 

Your moft affectionate Friend, 
and moft humble Servant, 


Iz. Wa. 


TO TYSB 


Reader of this Difcourfe : 


But « z 
To the h ANGLER. 


wy Think fit to tell thee 

thefe following truths; 
K J that I did not under- 

take to write,or to pub- 

lifh this difcourfe of f/ 
and fi/bing,to pleafe my felf, and that 
I wifhit may not difpleafe others ; 
for, I have confeft there are many 
defects in it. And yet, I cannot 
doubt, but that by it, fome rea- 
ders may receive fo much profit or 
pleafure, as if they be not very bu- 
fie men, may make it not unwor- 
thy the time of their perufall; and 
this is all the confidence that I can 


put 


To the Reader. 


put on concerning the merit of this 
Book. 

And I with the Reader alfo to 
take notice, that in writing of it, 
I have made a recreation, of a re- 
creation; and that it might prove 
{o to thee in the reading , and not 
to read dull, and tedioufly, I have 
in feverall places mixt fome inno- 
cent Mirth; of which, if thou be 
a fevere, fowr complexioned man, 
then I here difallow thee to be a 
competent Judg. For Divinesfay, 
there are offences given; and offen- 
ces taken, but not given. And I 
am the willinger to juftifie this z7- 
nocent Mirth, becaufe the whole dif- 
courfe is a kind of picture of my 
owne difpofition, at leaft of my 
difpofition in fuch daies and times 
as I allow my felf, when honetft 
Nat. and R. R. and I go a fithing 
together; and let me adde this, 
that he that likes not the difcourfe, 
fhould like the pictures of the Trout 


and 


To the Reader. 


and other fifth, which I may com- 
mend, becaufe they concern not 
my felf. 

And I am alfo to tel the Reader, 
that in that which is the more ufe- 
full part of this difcourfe; that is to 
fay, the obfervations of the nature 
and breeding, and /eafons, and catch- 
ing of fifb, Tam not fo fimple as not 
to think but that he may find ex- 
ceptions in fome of thefe; and 
therefore I muft intreat him to 
know, or rather note, that feverall 
Countreys , and feveral Rivers al- 
_ ter the time and manner of fithes 
Breeding; and therefore ifhe bring 
not candor to the reading of this 
Difcourfe, he fhall both injure me, 
and poflibly himfelf too by too ma- 
ny Criticifms. 

Now forthe Art of catching fith; 
that is tofay, how to make a man 
that was none, an Angler by a 
book: he that undertakes it, thall 
undertake a harder task then Hakes, 

that 


To the Reader. 


* Callea that in his printed Book * under- 
the private took by it to teach the Art of 


School of 


defence. 


Fencing, and was laught at for 
hislabour. Notbutthatfomething 
ufefull might be obferved out of 
that Book; but that Art was not 
to be taught by words; nor is the 
Artof Angling. And yet, I think, 
that moft that love that Game, may 
here learn fomething that may be 
worth their money, if they be not 
needy: andif they be, then my ad- 
vice is, that they forbear; for, I 
write not to get money , but for 
pleafure; and this difcourfe boafts 
of no more: for I hate to promife 
much, and fail. 

But pleafure I have found both 
in the fearch and conference about 
whatis here offered to thy view and 
cenfure; I wifhtheeasmuch inthe 
perufal of it, and fo might here take 
my leave; but I willftay theealittle 
longer by telling thee, that whereas 
it 1s faid by many, that in F/y-fi/hing 


for 


To the Reader. 


for a Trout,the An gler mutt obferve 
his twelve F lyes for every Month; 
I fay, if he obferve that, he thall 
be as certain to catch fith, as they 
that make Hay by the fair dayes in 
Almanacks, and be no furer: for 
doubtlefs, three or four Flyes rightly 
made, do ferve for a Trout all Sum- 
mer; and tor Winter-fiies, all Ang- 
lers know, they are as ufeful as an 
Almanack out of date. 

Of thefe (becaufe no manisborn 
an 4rtifi nor an Angler) I thought 
fit to give thee thisnotice. I might 
{ay more, but it is not fit for this 
place; but if this Difcourfe which 
follows fhall come to a fecond im- 
preflion, which is poffible, for flight 
books have been in this Age obfer- 
ved to have thatfortune; I thallthen 
for thy fake be glad to correct what 
isfaulty,or by a conference with a- 
nytoexplainorenlargewhatisdefe- 
ctive:but forthistimeI haveneither 

a wil- 
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wind 
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when thou goeft a Sifb- 
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Ecaufeinthis Difcourfeof fifband 
fifoing Uhavenotobfervedame- 
thod, which (though the Difcourfe be 
notlong) may befome inconvenience to 
the Reader, I havetherefore forhis eafi- 
er finding out fome particular things 
which are fpoken of, made this follow- 
ing Table. 


Lhe firft Chapter is fpent in a vindication or 
commendation of the Art of Angling. 

Ln the fecondare fome observations of thenature of 
the Otter, and al/o Some obfervations of the Chub 
or Cheven, wth direions how and with what 
batts to fith for bine, 

fn chapt. 3. ave Some observations of T routs,do¢h 
of their nature, therr kinds, and their breeding. 

In chap. 4. are /ome direBion concerning batts for 
the Trout, with advife how to make the Fly, and 
keep the live batts, | 

{n chap. 5. ave fome direBion how to Jifh for the 
Trout dy night; and a gueftion, Whether jifh 
hear? and lafily, Some direion how to jifh for the 
Umber or Greyling. & 

fn chap. 6. are fome observations concerning the 
Salmon, with dive@ion bow to fith Jor him. 

4nchap.7.are feveral observations concerning the 
Luce or Pike, wi#th Some directions how and weth 
what baits to fifo for him. 

fn chap.8. are feveral obfervations of the nature 

ang 
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and breeding of Carps, with Jome olfervations how 
to angle for them. 

In chap. 9. are fome obfervations concerning the 
Bream, the Tench, avd Pearch, with ome directions 
with what baits to fith for them. 

In chap. 10. are feveral obfervations of the na- 
ture avd breeding of Eeles,with advice how to fi/h 
for them 

In chap. 11 ave Some obfervations of the nature 
and breeding of Barbels, with fome advice how,and 
with what baits to fifh for them; as alfo for the 
Gudgion avd Bleak. 

In chap.12. ave general directions how and with 
what baits to fib for the Ruffe or Pope, the Roch, 
the Dace,and-other /mal fifh, with directions how to 
keep Ant-flies and Gentles 71 winter,with fome o- 
ther obfervations not unfit to be known of Anglers- 

In chap. 13. ave obfervations for the colouring of 
your Rod and Hair. 


Thefedireétionsthe Reader may take 
asaneafeinhisfearchafterfome particu- 
lar Fifh,and the baits proper for them ; 
and he will fhew himfelfe courteous in 
mending or paffing by fome errors 
in the Printer,whicharenotfo many but 
that they may be pardoned. | 
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VrarTor. 


mye Ou are wel over- 
<q taken Sir; a good 
(SSS Morning to you; 
YS3 I- have {ftretch’d 
AWS my legs up Tor- 
ps nam Hil to over- 
VS : 
y take you, hoping 
B ; 


your 
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your bufinefle may occafion you 
towards Ware, this fine pleafant 
frefh May day in the Morning. 

Viator. Sir, I fhallalmoft anfwer 
your hopes: for my purpofe is to be 
at Hod/den (three miles {hort of that 
Town)I wilnotfay, before I drink; 
but before I break my faft: for I 
have appointed a friend or two to 
meet me there at the thatcht hou/e, 
about nine of the clock this morn- 
ing; andthat made me {fo early up, 
and indeed, to walk fo faft. 

Pic. Sir, [know the thatcht houfe 
very well: I often make it my re- 
{ting place, and tafte a cup of Ale 
there, for which liquor that place is 
veryremarkable; and tothat houfe 
I {hall by your favour accompany 
you, and either abate of my pace, 
or mend it, to enjoy fuch a compa- 


nion as you feem to be, knowing 


that (as the Italians fay) Good com- 

pany makes the way feem fhorter. 
Viat. It may do fo Sir, with the 
help 
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help of good difcourfe, which (me 
thinks) I may promife from you, 
that both look and {peak fo chear- 
fully. And toinvite you toit, Ido 
_ here promife you, that for my part, 
I will be as free and open-hearted, 
as difcretion will warrant me to be 
with a ftranger. 

Pye. Sir,.am right glad of your 
anfwer; andinconfidence thatyou 
{peak the truth, I fhall (Sir) put on 
a boldneffe to ask, whether pleafure 
or bufinefle has occafioned your 
Journey. 

Viat. Indeed , Sir, a little bufi- 
nefle, and more pleafure : for my 
_ purpofe is to beftow a day or two 
in hunting the O¢ter (which my ; 
friend that I go to meet, tells me is 
more pleafant then any hunting 
- whatfoever:) and having difpatcht 
a little bufineffe this day, my pur- 
pofe is to morrow to follow a pack 
of dogs of honeft Mr. — —_, who 
hath appointed me and my friend to 

a meet 
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meethim upon Amwel hill to mor- 
row morning by day break. 

Pife. Sir, my fortune hath an- 
{wered my defires; and my purpofe 
is to beftow a day or two in helping 
to deftroy fome of thofe villanous 
vermin: for I hate them perfectly, 
becaufe they love fifh fo well, or 
rather,becaufetheydeftroyfo much; 
indeed, fo much, that in my judg- 
ment,all men that keep Otter dogs 
ought to have a Penfion from the 
Commonwealthtoincouragethem 
to deftroy the very breed of thofe 
bafe Otters, they do fo much mif- 
chief. 

_ Viat. But what fay you to the 

Foxes of this Nation? would not 
you as willingly have them deftroy- 
ed? fordoubtleffe they do as much 
mifchief as the Ofters. 

Pifc. Oh Sir, if they do, it is not 
{o much to me and my Fraternitie, 
as that bafe Vermin the Ofters do. 

Viat. Why Sir, I pray, of what 

Fra- 


The Complete Angler. 
Fraternity are you, that you are {ou 
angry with the poor Ofter ? 

Pi. lama Brother of the Angle, 
and therefore an enemy to the Of- 
ter, he does me and my friends fo 
much mifchief;foryou are to know, 
that we Anglers all love one ano- 
ther: and therefore do I hate the 
Otter perfectly, even for their fakes 
that are of my Brotherhood. 

Viat. Sir, to be plain with you, 
Tam forry you are an Angler : for 
I have heard many grave, ferious 
men pitie, and many pleafant men 
{coffe at Anglers. 

Pie. Sir, There are many men 
that are by others taken to be eri- 


ous grave men, which we contemn | 


and pitie; menof fowre complexi- 


ons; mony-getting-men, that{pend » 
all their time firft in getting, and ° 


next in anxious care tokeepit: men 
that are condemn’d tobe rich, and 
alwayesdifcontented,orbufie. For 
thefe poor-rich-men , wee An glers 


|: ee eae pitie 


5 


aaa Sas et 
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pitiethem; and {tand inno need to 
borrow their thoughts to think our 
felves happie: For (truft me, Sir) 
we enjoy acontentedneffe above the 
reach of fuch difpofitions. 
And as for any {coffer, gui moc- 
hat mockabitur. et mee tell you, 
(that you may tell him) what the 
Sroentee wittie French-man fayes in fuch a 
in bis Apol. Cale. When my Cat and I enter- 
for Ra-Se- taine each other with mutuall api/b 
nlite tricks(as playing withagarter ,) who 
knows but that I make her more [port 
then fhe makes me? Shall I conclude 
her fimple, that has her time to begin 
or refufe {portiveneffe as freely as I 
my felf have? Nay, who knows but 
that our agreeing no better, is the de- 
Set of my not underftanding her lan- 
guage? ( for doubtleffe Cats talk and 
 reafonwithone another) and that fhee 
laughs at, and cenfures my folly , for 
making her fport, and pities mee for 
under ftanding her no better ? 'To this 
purpoie {peaks Mountagne concer- 
ning 


The Complete Angler. 7 
ning Gats: And I hope I may take 


as great a libertie to blame any 
Scoffer, that has never heard what 
an Angler can fay in the juttificati- 
_ onof his Art and Pleafure. 

But, if this fatisfie not, I pray 
bid the Scoffer put this Epigram 
into his pocket, and read it every 
morning for his breakfaft (for I with 
him no better ;) Hee {hall finde it 
fix'd before the Dialogues of Luci- 
an (who may be juftly accounted 
the father of the Family of all Scof 
Jers: ) And though I owe none of 
that Fraternitie fo much as good 
will, yet I have taken a little plea- 
fant pains to make fuch a conver- 
fion of it as may make it the fitter 
for all of that Fraternity. | 


Lucian well skill’d in {cofling, this has writ, 
Friend,that’ s your folly which youthinkyour wit: 
This you vent oft,void both of wit and fear, 
Meaning an other,when your felf you jeer. 


B 4 ‘But 
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But no more of the Scoffer; for 
fince Solomon fayes, he is an abo- 
mination to men, he fhall be fo to 
me; and I think, to all that love 
Vertue and Angling. 

Viat. Sir,youhave almoftama- 

Pro, 24.9.zed me: forthough Iam no Scof- 
fer, yetI have (I pray let me fpeak 
it without offence) alwayes look’d 
upon Anglers as more patient, and 
morefimplemen,then(Ifear) I fhall 
finde you to be. 

Pifcat. Sir, I hope you will not 
judge my earneftnefle tobe impa- 
tience: and for my fmplicitie, if 
by that you mean a Aarmle/ne/fe, or 
that/mplicitythatwasufually found 
in the Primitive Chriftians, who 
were (as moft Anglers are) quiet 
men, and followed peace; men that 
were too wife to fell their confci- 
ences to buy riches for vexation,and 
a fear to die. Men that lived in 
thofe times when there were fewer 
Lawyers; for thena Lordfhipmight 

have 
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have been fafely conveyed in a 
piece of Parchment no bigger then 
yourhand, though feveral skins are 
not fufficient to do it in this wifer 
Age. fay, Sir, if youtake us An- 
glerstobe fuch fimple menas I have 
fpoken of, then both my felf, and 
thofe of my profeffion will be glad 
tobefounderftood. Butif by fim- 
plicitie you meant to exprefle any 
general defect in the underftandin g 
of thofe that profeffe and practife 
Angling, I hope to make it appear 
toyou, that there is fo muchcontra- 
ry reafon (if you have but the pa- 
tience to hear it) as may remove all 
the anticipations that’ Time or Dif- 


courfe may have pofleff’d you with, 


again{t that Ancient and laudable 
Art. : 

Viat. Why (Sir) is Angling of 
Antiquitie, and an Art, and an art 
not eafily learn’d ? 

Pic. Yes(Sir:) and Idoubtnot 
but that if you and I were to con- 

verfe 
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verfe together but til night, Ifhould 
leave you poffeft’d with the fame 
happie thoughts that now poffeffe 
me; not onely for the Antiquitie 
of it, but that it deferves com- 
mendations; and that ’tis an Art; 
and worthy the knowledge and 
practice of a wife, and a ferious 
haat ds | 

Viat. Sir, 1 pray fpeak of them 
what you fhall think fit; for wee 


have yet five miles to walk before 


wee fhallcome tothe TAatcht hou/e. 
And, Sir, though my infirmities 
are many, yet I dare promife you, 
that both my patience and atten- 
tion will indure to hear what you 
will fay till wee come thither: and 
if you pleafe to begin in order 
with thé antiquity , when that is 
done, you fhall not want my 
attention to the commendations 
and accommodations of it: and 
laftly, if you fhall convince me that 
tis an Art, and an Art worth learn- 


Ing 
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ing, I thallbeg I may become your 


Scholer, both to wait upon you, 
and to be inftruéted in the Art it 
felf. 

Pic. Oh Sir, ’tis not to be que- 
{tioned, but that it is an art, andan 
art worth your Learning: the que- 
{tion wilrather be, whether you be 
capable oflearningit? For he that 
learns it, muft not onely bring an 
enquiring, fearching,anddifcerning 
wit; buthe mutt bring alfo that pa- 
trence you talk of,andaloveand pro- 
penfity to the artitfelf: but having 
once got and practifed it, then 
doubt not but the Art will (both 
for the pleafure and profit of it) 
prove like to Vertue, a reward to it 
Self 

Viat. Sir, Iam now become {fo 
ful of expectation, that Ilong much 
to have you proceed in your dif- 
courfe: And firft,I pray Sir,let me 
hear concerning the antiquity of 
if. 

Pie. 


If 
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Pife. Sir, I wil preface no lon- 
ger, but proceed in order as you de- 
fireme: And firft forthe Antiquity 
of Angling, I fhall notfay much; but 
onely this ; Some fay, itis as anci- 

J.Da. entasDeucalions Floud: andothers 
ter aks (which I like better) fay, that Be/us 
“~' (who was the inventer of godly and 
vertuous Recreations) was the In- 
venter of it: and fome others fay, 
(for former times have had their 
Difquifitionsaboutit) that Set/,one 
of thefons of Adam, taught it to his 
fons, and that by them it was de- 
rivedtoPofterity. Others fay,that 
he left it engraven on thofe Pillars 
which hee ereéted to preferve the 
-knowledgofthe Mathematicks,Mu- 
fick, and the reft of thofe precious 
Arts, which by Gods appointment 
or allowance, and hisnobleinduftry 
were thereby preferved from peri- 

fhing in Noak’s Floud. 
_ Thefe(my worthy Friend) have 
been the opinions of fomemen, that 


pof- 
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potlibly may have endeavoured to 
makeitmoreancientthen may well 
be warranted. But formy part, 
fhall content my felf in telling you, 
That Angling ismuchmoreancient 
then the incarnation ofour Saviour: 
For both in the Prophet Amos, and 
before himin ‘0b, (which laft Book ©hP: 41. 
is judged to be written by Mojfes ) 
mentionismade offi/h-hooks, which 
muft imply Anglers in thofe times. 
But(my worthy friend) asI would 
rather prove my felf tobea Gentle- 
man, by being /earned and humble, 
valiant and inoffenfive,vertuous and 
communicable, then by a fondoften- 
tation of riches; or (wanting thefe 
Vertues my felf) boaft that thefe 
were in myAnceftors; [And yet I 
confeffe, thatwhere a nobleandan- 
cient Defcentand fuch Meritsmeet 
inanyman, itisadouble dignifica- 
tion of that perfon: ] and {o, if this 
Antiquitie of Angling (which, for _ 
my part, I have not fore’d) fhall, 
like 


Chap. 4.2. 
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likeanancientFamilie, by eitheran 
honour, or an ornamentto thisver- 
tuous Art which I both love and 
practife, Ifhall be the gladder that 
I made an accidental mentionof it; 
and {hall proceed tothejuftification, 
or rather commendation of it. 

Viat. My worthy Friend, Iam 
much pleafed with your difcourfe, 
for that you feem to be fo ingenu- 
ous, and fo modett,as not to ftretch 
arguments into Hyperbolicall ex- 
preflions, but fuch as indeed they 
will reafonably bear; and I pray, 
proceed to the juftification, orcom- 
mendationsof Angling, whichI al- 
fo long to hear from you. 

Pifc. Sir, I fhall proceed; and 
my next difcourfe fhall be rather a 
Commendation, then a Juftification 
of Angling: for, in my judgment, 
if it deferves to be commended, it 
is morethenjuftified; forfome pra- 
ctices thatmay be juftified, deferve 
no commendation : yet there are 

none 
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none that deferve commendation 
but may be juftified. 

And now having faid this much 
by way of preparation, I am next 
to tell you, that in ancient times a 
debate hathrifen, (and itis notyet 
refolved) Whether Contemplation 
or Aétionbe thechiefeft thing wher- 
inthe happinefs of a mandothmoft 
confift in this world ? 

Concerning which, fome have 
maintained theiropinionofthe firft, 
by faying, “[ That the nearer we 
“Mortals come to God by way of 
“imitation, the more happy we 
“are:] And that God injoyeshim- 
felf only by Contemplation of his 
own Goodne/s, Eternity, Infinitene/s, 


I$ 


and Power,and the like; and upon | 


this ground many of them prefer 
Contemplation betore Aétion: and 
indeed, many oftheFathersfeem to 
approve this opinion, as may ap- 
pear in their Comments upon the 
words of our Saviour to * Martha. 


And 
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And contrary to thefe, others of 
equal Authority and credit, have 
preferred Aétiontobechief; asex- 
perimentsin Phyfick, and the appli- 
cation of it, both for the eafe and 
prolongation of manslife, by which 
man is enabled to a&t, and to do 
good to others: And they fay al- 
fo, That Aétion is not only Doétri- 
nal, buta maintainer of humane 
Society; and for thefe, and other 
reafons, tobe preferr’d before Con- 
templation. 

Concerning whichtwoopinions, 


I thall forbear to adda third, by 


‘declaringmyown, and reft my {elf 


contented in telling you (my wor- 
thyfriend) thatboththefe meetto- 
gether, and do moft properly be- 
long to the mofthoneft, ingenious, 
harmlefs Art of Angling. 

And firftI fhalltelyou whatfome 
haveobferved , andI have foundin 
my felf, That the very fitting by 
the Riversfide, isnot only the fitteft 

place 
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- placefor, butwillinvite the An glers 
_toContemplation: Thatitisthefit- 
teft place, feems to be witnefled by 
thechildrenof I/-ae/*, who having 
banifh’d all mirth and Mufick from 
their penfive hearts, and having 
hung up their then mute Inftruments 
upon the Willow trees, growing by 
the Rivers of Babylon, fate down 
upon thofe banks bemoaning the 
ruines of Sion, and contemplating 
their own fad condition, 
Andaningenuous Spaniard {ayes, 
“That both Rivers, and the inha- 
“‘bitants of the watery Element, 
“were created for wife men to con- 
“template, and fools to pafs by 
“without confideration. And 
_ though I am too wife to rank my 
felf in the firft number, yet giveme 
- leave tofree my felf from the laft, by 
oftering to theeafhortcontemplati- 
on, firft of Rivers, and then of 
Fifh : concerning which, I doubt 
not but to relate to you many 


é things 
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things very confiderable. 
Concerning Rivers, there be di- 
vers wonders reported of them by 
- Authors, of fuch credit, that we © 
need not deny them an Hittorical 
faith. 
As of a River in Epirus, that 
puts out any lighted Torch, and 
kindlesany Torchthatwasnotlight- 
ed. Ofthe River Se/arus, thatina 
few hours turns a rod ora wand in- 
to {tone (and our Camden mentions 
the like wonder in England: ) that 
there isa River in_4rabia, of which 
alltheSheepthatdrinkthereofhave 
their Woolturnedintoa Vermilion 
colour. And one of no lefs credit 
In hisWon- then Ari/fotle, telsus of a merry Ri- 
ders YF 8a vey the River Elufina, that dances 
This is at the noife of Mufick, that with 
| eet 09 Mufick it bubbles, dances, and 


and Solon growes fandy, but returns toa won- 
in his holy 
Hittory. | tedcalmnefsandclearnefs when the 


Mufick ceafes. And laftly, (for I 
would not tire your patience) Fo/e- 


phus 
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pus, that learned ‘fe, tells us of a 

River in ¥udea,that runs and moves 
{wiftly all the fix dayes of the week, 

and ftands ftill and refts upon their 
Sabbath day. But Sir, left this 
difcourfe may feem tedious , I hall : 
give itafweetconclufion out of that 

holy Poet Mr. George Herbert his 
Divine Contemplation on Gods 
providence. 


Lord,who hath pratfe enough, nay, who hath any? 
None can expre/s thy works,but he that knows thent: 
And none can know thy works , they are fo many, 
And fo complete, but only he that owes them, 


We all acknowledge both thy power and love 
Lo be exaét . tranfcendent, and divine: 

Who does fo firangely, and fo fweetly move, 
Whilft all things have their end, yet none but thine. 


Wherefore, moft Sacred Spirit, I here prefent 
_ For me, and all my fellows praife to thee: 
And juft it is that I foould pay the rent, 
Becaufe the benefit acerues to me. 


And as concerning Fith, in that Prat, 104, 
C4 Pfalm 
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Pfalm,wherein,forheightof Poetry 
and Wonders, the Prophet David 
feems even toexceed himfelf; how 
doth he there exprefs himfelfe in 
choice Metaphors, even to the a- 
mazement of acontemplative Rea- 
der, concerning the Sea, the Rivers, 
andthe Fifhthereincontained. And 
the great Naturallift P/imy fayes, 
“l’That Natures great and wonder- 
“ful power is more demontftrated in 
“the Sea,thenonthe Land.} And 
this may appear by the numerous 
and various Creatures, inhabiting 
both in and about that Element: as 
to the Readers of Ge/ner, Randeliti- 
us, Pliny, Arifiotle, and others is 
demonttrated: But I will fweeten 
this difcourfe alfo out of a contem- 
plation in Divine Dudartas, who 


fayes,. 


God quickened in the Sea and in the Rivers, 


So many fifhes of fo many features, 
That in the waters we may fee all Creatures; 


Even 


T he Complete Angler. 21 


Even all that on the earth is to be ‘found, 

As if the world were in deep waters drownd. 

| For feas(aswellas Skies\have Sun,Moon, Stars: 
(As wel as air) Swallows, Rooks, and Stares: 
(As wel as earth) V ines,Rofes, Nettles, Melons, 
Mu/hrooms,P inks, Gilliflowers andmany milions 
Of other plants, more rare, more Jtrange then 
As very fifhes hving in the feas ; (thefe; 
And alfo Rams, Calves, Horfes,Hares andHogs, 
Wolves, Urchins, Lions, Elephants and Dogs; 
Yea,Men and Maids, and which I moft admire, 
The Mitred B ifhop, and the cowled Fryer. 
Of which examples but a few years fince, 

Were fhewn the Norway and Polonian Prince. 


Thefe feem to be wonders, but 
have had fo many confirmations 
from men of Learning and credit, 
_ that youneed notdoubtthem:; nor 
are the number, nor the various 
‘fhapes of fifhes, more ftrange or 
more fit for contemplation, then their 
different natures, inclinationsanda- 
ctions: concerning whichI fhallbeg 
your patient ear a little longer. 

¢ The 


<3. 


Mount E/- 
Sayes : and 
others af- 
firm this. 
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The Cuttle-fi/hwilcattalong gut 


out of herthroat, which (like asan 
Angler does his line) fhe fendeth 
forth and pulleth in again at her 

leafure, according as fhe fees {ome 
little ifh comeneertoher; andthe 
Cuttle-fifh(being then hidin the gra- 
vel) lets the fmaller fifh nibble and 
bite the end of it; at which time 
fhee by little and little draws the 
{maller fith fo neer toher, that fhe 
may leap uponher,and then catches 
anddevoursher: andforthisreafon 
fome have called this fith the Sea- 
Angler. 

There are alfo luftful and chafte 
fifhes, of which I fhall alfo give 
you examples. 

And firft, what Dudartas fayes 
of a fith called the Sargus; which 
(becaufe none can expreifs it better 
then he does) I fhall give you in his 
own words, fuppofing it fhall not 
have the lefs credit for being Verfe, 


for he hath gathered this, and other 


obferv a- 
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obfervations out of Authors that 
have been great and induftrious 
fearchers into the fecrets of n ature. 


The Adulterous Sargus doth not only change, 
Wives everyday inthe dee pitreams,but( ftrange) 
As if the honey of Sea-love delight 

Could not fuffice his ranging appetite, 

Goes courting She-Goats on the grafsie hore, 
Horning their husbands that had horns before. 


And the fame Author writescon- 
cerning the Cantharus, that which 
you fhall alfo heare in his own 
words. 


But contrary, the conftant Cantharus, 
Ls ever conftant to his faithful Spoufe, 
Ln nuptial duties [pending bis chafte life, 


Never loves any but his own dear wife. 


Sir, buta littlelonger, and] have | 
done. 

Viat. Sir, take what liberty you 
think fit, for your difcourfe feems 


G4 to 
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to be Mufick, and charms me into 
an attention. 

Pifc. Why then Sir, I willtakea 
little libertie totell, orrather to re- 
member you what is faid of Turtle 
Doves: Firft, that they filently 
plight their troth and marry; and 
that then, the Survivor fcorns (as 
the TAracianwomenare faid to do) 
to out-live his or her Mate; and 
this istakenforfuchatruth, thatif 
the Survivor fhall ever couple with 
another, theheor fhe, not only the 
living, butthedead, isdenyed the 
name and honour of a true Turtle 
Dove. 

And toparallelthis Land Variety 
& teach mankind moralfaithfulnefs 
& to condemn thofe that talk of Re- 
ligion,and yetcomefhortof themo- 
ralfaith offifhandfow];Menthatvi- 

Rom. 2.14 olatethe Law, affirm’dby Saint Pau/ 
' to bewrit in their hearts, and which 
hefayes fhal at the laft day condemn 
and leave them without excufe. I 
pray 
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pray hearkentowhat Duéartastin ye Dutartes 
(for the hearing of fuch conjugal * “"” 
faithfulnefs, will be Mufick to all 

chafte ears) and therefore, | fay, 
hearken to what Dudartas fings of 

the Mullet : 


But for chafte love the Mullet hath no peer, 
For, if the Fifber hath furprifed her pbheer, 
As mad with wo, to Jhoare fhe followeth, 
Preft to confort him both in life and death. 


Onthecontrary, what thallI fay 
of the Hou/e-Cock, which treads a- 
ny Hen, and then (contrary to the 
Swan, the Partridg,and Pigeon) takes 
no care tohatch, tofeed, or to che- 
rifh his own Brood, but is fenflefS 
though they perith. | 
And’ tisconfiderable,thatthe Hex 
(which becaufe the alfo takes any 
Cock, expects it not) who is fure 
the Chickens be her own, hath by 
amoral impreffionhercare, andaf- 
fection to her own Broode, more 
then 
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thendoubled, eventofuchaheight, 
that our Saviour in expreffing his 
love to ‘Ferufalem,quotesher foran 
example of tender affection, as his 
Fatherhaddone ‘fodfor apattern of 
patience. 

Andto parallel this Cock,there be 
divers fifhes that caft their fpawne 
on flags or ftones, andthen leave it 
uncovered and expofed to becomea 
prey, and be devoured by Vermine 
or other fithes: but other fifhes (as 
namely the Barde/) take fuch care 
for the prefervation of their feed, 
that(unliketo the Cock ortheCuckoe) 
they mutually labour (both the 
Spawner, andthe Melter) to cover 
their fpawne with fand, or watch it, 
or hide it in fome fecret place unfre- 
quented by Vermine, or by any fifh 
but themfelves. 

Sir, thefe examples may, to you 
and others, feem ftrange; butthey 
are teftified , fomeby 4ri/fot/e, fome 
by Pliny, fome by Gefner, and by 


divers 
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divers others of credit, and are be- 
lievedand known by divers, both of 
wifdom and experience, to be a 
truth; and are (as I faid at the be- 
ginning) fit for the contemplation 
of a moft ferious, and amoft pious 
man. 

And that they be fit for the con- 
templation of the moft prudent and 
pious, and peaceable men, feems 
to be teftified by the practice of fo 
many devout and contemplative 
men; asthe Patriarksor Prophets 
of old, and of the Apoftles of our 
Saviour in thefe later times , of 
which twelve he chofe four that 
were Fifhetmen:concernin gwhich 
choice fome have made thefe Ob- 
fervations. 

Firft, That he never reproved 
thefe for their Imploymentor Cal- 
ling, as he did the Scribes and the 
-Mony-Changers. And fecondly, 
That he found the hearts of fuch 
‘men, menthatby naturewerefitted 
for 
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for contemplation and quietnels ; 
men of mild, and {weet, and peacea- 
ble {pirits, (as indeed moft Anglers 
are) thefe men our bleffed Saviour 
(who is obferved to love to plant 
grace in good natures) though no- 
thing be toohardforhim, yetthefe 
men he chofe to call from their irre- 
provable imployment, and gave 
them grace to be his Difciples and 
to follow him. 

And it is obfervable, that it was 
our Saviours will that his four Fi- 
fhermen Apoftles fhould have a 
prioritie ofnomination inthe cata- 
logue of his twelve Apoftles , as 
namely firft,S. Peter, A ndrew, F ames 
and “fohn, and then the reft in their 
order. 

And it is yet more obfervable, 
thatwhenourblefied Saviour went 
up into the Mount, at his Transfi- 
guration, when he left the reft of his 
Difciples and chofe onely three to 
bear himcompany, thatthefe three 

were 
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were all Fifher-men. 

Andfince I have your promife to 
hear mewith patience, I willtakea 
liberty to look back upon an obfer- 
vation thathath been made byanin- 
genuousand learned man, whoob- 
ferves that God hath been pleafedto 
allow thofe whom he himfelfe hath 
appointed, to write his holy willin 
holy Writ, yet to exprefs his willin 
{uch Metaphorsastheirformer affe- 
ctions or practife had inclined them 
to; andhe brings So/omon for an ex- 
ample, who before his converfion 
was remarkably amorous, and after 
by Gods appointment, writ that EL Mure 
Love-Song betwixt God and his ™ 
Church. 

And if this hold in reafon (as I 
feenone tothecontrary)then it may 
be probably concluded, that Mo/es 
(whom I told you before, writthe 
book of ‘fob / and the Prophet Amos 
werebothAnglers, foryou thal in all 
the old Teftament, find fith-hooks 

but 
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but twice mentioned; namely, by 
meek Mo/fes, the friend of God; 
and by the humble Prophet - 
Mos. 

Concerning which laft, namely, 
the Prophet Amos, [fhall make but 
this Obfervation, That he thatfhall 
readthe humble, lowly, plain ftile 
of that Prophet, and compare it 
with the high, glorious, eloquent 
{tile of the prophet J/aiah (though 
they be both equally true) may ea- 
fily believe him to be a good natu- 
red,plaine Fifher-man. 

WhichI dothe rather believe, by 
comparing the affectionate, lowly, 
humbleepittles of S. Peter,S. “fames 


and S. ‘fohbn, whom we know were 


Fifhers, with the gloriouslanguage 


and high Metaphors of S. Paul, 
who we know was not. 

Let me give you theexample of 
twomenmore,thathavelivednear- 
ertoourowntimes: firftof Doétor 
Nowe/fometimes Dean of S. Pau/’s, 

| in 
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(in which Church his Monument 
{tands yet undefaced) aman that in 
the Reformation of Queen E/iza- 
eth (not that of Henry the V IIL.) 
wasfo noted for hismeek {pirit,deep 
Learning, Prudenceand Piety, that 
the then Parliamentand Convoca- 
tion, both chofe, injoyned,and tru{t- 
ed him to be the man tomakea Ca- 
techifm for publick ufe, fuch a one 
as fhould ftand asa rule for faith and 
manners to their pofteritie: And 
the good man (though he was very 
learned, yetknowingthatGodleads 
us not to heaven by hard queftions) 
made that good, plain, unperplext 
Catechifm, that is printed with the 
old Service Book. Ifay, this good 


man was as dear a lover, and con- 


{tant practicer of Angling, as any 
Age can produce; and his cuftome 
was to {pend (befides his fixt hours 
of prayer (thofe hours which by 
command of the Church were en- 
joined the old Clergy, and volunta- 


rily 
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rily dedicated to devotion by many 
Primitive Chriftians-) befidesthofe 
hours,this good man was obferved 
to fpend, or if you will, to beftowa 
tenth part of his time in Angling; 
and alfo (for I have converfed with 
thofe which have converfed with 
him) to beftow a tenth part of his 
Revenue, and all his fifth, amongft 
the poor that inhabited near to thofe 
Rivers in which it wascaught, fay- 
ing often, That Charity gave life to 
Religion: and at his return would 
praife God hehad{pentthatday free 
from worldly trouble,both harmlef- 
ly andina Recreation that becamea 
Church-man. 

My next and laft example fhall 
be that undervaluer of money, the 
late Provoft of Eaton Colledg, Sir 
Henry Wotton, (aman with whom] 
have often fifh’d and converf’d) a 
man whofe forraign imployments 
in the fervice of this Nation, and 
whofeexperience, learning, witand 

cheer 
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cheerfulnefs, made his company to 


be efteemed one of the delights 
of mankind; this man, whofe very 
approbation of Angling were fuffi- 
cient toconvince any modeft Cenfu- 
rer of it, this man was alfo a mott 
dear lover, anda frequent pra¢ti- 
cer of the Art of Angling, of which 
he would fay, “[’Twas an imploy- 
“ment for his idle time, which was 
“not idly fpent;] for Angling was 
after tedious ftudy “[A reft to his 
“mind, acheerer of his {pirits, a di- 
“‘vertion of fadnefs, a calmer of un- 
“quiet thoughts,aModerator of paf- 
“ fions,a procurer of contentednefs, 
“and that it begot habits of peace 


“and patience in thofe that profeft 


“and practie’d it. 

Sir, This was the faying of that 
Learned man; and I do eafily be- 
lieve that peace, and patience, and a 
calm content did cohabit in the 
cheerful heart of Sir Henry Wotton, 
becaufe Iknow, that when he was 
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beyond feventy years of age he 
made this defcription of a part of 
the prefent pleafure that pofleft him, 
as he fate quietly in a Summers 
evening on a bank a fifhing;it is a de- 
{cription of the Spring, which be- 
caufe it glides as foft and fweetly 
from his pen,as that River does now 
by which it was then made, I fhall 


repeat unto you. — 


This day dame Nature feem’d in love : 
The luftie fap began to move ; 

Frefh juice did ftir th’ imbracing Vines, 
And birds had drawn their Valentines. 
The jealous Trout, that low did lye, 
Rofe at awell diffembled fiie ; 

There ftood my friend with patient skill, 
Attending of his trembling quil. 
Already were the eaves poffeft 

With the fwift Pilgrims dawbed neft : 
The Groves already did rejoice, : 
In Philomels ¢riumphing voice : 

The fhowrs were fhort, the weather mild, 
The morning frefh, the evening fmil d. 


Jone 


The Complete Angler. 35 


Jone takes her neat rubb'd pal, and now 
She trips to milk the ‘Jand-red Cow ; 
Where, for ‘Some flurdy foot-ball § wain, 
Jone frokes a Sillibub or twaine. 

The fields and gardens were befet 
With Tulips, Crocus, Violet, 

And now, though late, the modeft Rofe 
Did more then half a blufh difelofe. 
Thus all looks gay and full of chear 


To welcome the new liverted year. 


Thefewerethe thoughtsthatthen 
poffeft the undifturbed mind of Sir 
Henry Wotton. Will you hear the 
with of another Angler, and the 
commendation of his happy life, Jo. Da. 
which he alfo fings in Verfe. 


Let me live harmlefly, and near the bring 

Of Trent or Avon have a dwelling place, 

Where I may fee my quil or cork down fink, 

With eager bit of Pearch, or Bleak, or Dace; 

Andon the world and my Creator think,( brace ; 

Whilft fome men firive, ill gotten goods f im- 
23 And 
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And others {pend their time in bafe exce/s 


Of wine or worfe,in war and wantonnels. 


Let them that lift thefe paftimes firll pur fue, 
And on fuch pleafing fancies feed their fill, 
So I the fields and meadows green may view, 
And daily by freth Rivers walk at will, 
Among the Daifies and the Violets blue, 
Red Hyacinth,and yellow Daftadil, 
Purple Narciflus,/ike the morning rayes, 
Pale ganderglafs and azure Culverkayes. 


I count it higher pleafure to behola 

The ftately compas of the lofty Skie, 

And in the midft thereof (like burning Gola) 

The flaming Chariot of the worlds great eye, 

The watry clouds, that in the atre up rold, 

With fundry kinds of painted colours flye ; 
And fair Aurora lifting up her head, 
Still blufbing rife from old Tithonius ded. 


The hils and mountains raifed from the plains, 
The plains extended level with the ground, 
The grounds divided into fundry vains, 

‘The vains inclof’d with rivers running round ; 


Thefe 
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Thefe rivers making way through natures chains 
With headlong courfe into the fea profound ; 

The raging fea , beneath the vallies low, 

W bere \akes,and rils, and rivulets do flow. 


The loftie woods, the Forre/ts wide and long 
Adorn’d with leaves & branches Srefh Sgreen, 
In whofe cool bowres the birds with many a fong 
Do welcom with their Quire the Simers Queen: 
The Meadows fair, where Flora’s gifts among 
re intermixt,with verdant gra/s between. 

T he filver-[caled fith that Softly fwim, 

Within the fweet brooks chryftal watry ftream. 


lll thefe, and many more of his Creation, 
That made the Heavens,theAn gler oft doth fee, 
Taking therein no little deleation, 

To think how frrange,how wonder ful they be ; 

_ Framing thereof an inward contemplation, 

To fet bis heart from other Jancies free ; 

» And whilft he looks on thefe with Joy ful eye, 
fis mind 1s rapt above the Starry Skte. 


Sir, I am glad my memory did 
not lofe thefe laft Verfes, becaufe 
|} ae. they 
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they are fomewhat more pleafant 
and more futable to May Day, then 
my harfh Difcourfe, and I am glad 
your patience hath held out fo long, 
as to hear them and me; for both 
together have brought us within the 
fight of the Thatcht Houfe; and I 
muft be your Debtor(if you think it 
worth yourattention) for the reft of 
my promifed difcourfe, till fome o- 
ther opportunity and a like time of 
leifure. 

Viat. Sir, You have Angled me 
onwith much pleafure tothe thatcht 
Houfe, and I now find your words 


_ true, That good company makes 


the way feem fhort; for, truft me, 


Sir, Ithought we had wanted three 
_ miles of the thatcht Houfe, tillyou 


fhewed it me: but now we are at it, 
we'l turn into it, and refreth our 
felves witha cup of Ale and a little 

rete 
Pifc. Mott gladly (Sir) and we’l 
drink acivilcup to all the Otter Hun- 
fers 
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ters that are to meet you to morrow. 
Viat. 'That we wil, Sir, and to all 
the lovers of Angling too, of which 
number, I am now one my felf, 
for by the help of your good dif- 
courfe and company, I have put on 
new thoughts both of the Art of An- 
gling, and of all that profefs it: and 
if you will but meet me too morrow 
at the time and place appointed, and 
beftow one day with me and my 
friends in hunting the Oster, I will 
the next two dayes wait upon you, 
and we two will for that time do no- 
thing butangle, and talk of fith and 
fifhing. | 
Pifc. *Tisamatch, Sir, I’] not fail 
you,God willing,tobe at_4mwel Hi/ 
© morrow morning before Sun- 


rifing. 


D geo Shae. 
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Viat. Y friend Pifcator, 
M you havekept time 
with my thoughts, 


for the Sun is juft rifing, and I my 
felf juft now come to this place, and 
the dogs have juft now put down an 
Otter, look down at the bottom of 
the hil, there in that Meadow, che- 
quered with water Lillies and Lady- 
{mocks, there you may fee what 
work they make: look,you fee all 
bufie,men and dogs,dogs and men, 
all bufie. 

Pye. Sir, I am right glad to 
meet you, and glad to have {o fair 
an entrance into this dayes {port,and 
glad to fee fo many dogs, and more 
men all in purfuit of the Ofter; lets 
complement no longer, but joine 
unto them; come honetft Vzafor, lets 


be 
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be gone, lets make hatte, | long to 
be doing; no reafonable hedge or 
ditch fhall hold me. 

Viat. Gentleman Huntfman : 
where found you this Offer ? 

Hunt, Marry (Sir) we found her 
a mile off this place a fifhing; the 
has this morning eaten the greateft 
part of this Trout, fhe has only left 
thus much of it as you fee, and was 
fifhing for more; when we came we 
found herjuftatit: but we were here 
very early, we were here an hour 
before Sun-rife, and have given 
her no reft fince we came: {ure the’] 
hardly efcape all thefe dogs and 
men.I am to have the skinif wekill 
him. : | 
Viat. Why, Sir, whats the skin 
worth? = * 

Hunt. *Tis worth ten fhillings to 
make gloves; the gloves of an Of- 
ter are the beft fortification for 
your hands againft wet weather that 
can be thought of. | 

Pic. I 
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Pifc. Ipray,honeft Hunt{man, let 


me ask you a pleafant queftion, Do 
you hunt a Beaft ora fifh? 

H. Sir,Itisnotin my power to re- 
folve you; forthe queftion has been 
debated among many great Clerks, 
and they feem to differ about it; but 
moft agree, that his tail isfifh: and 
if his body be fifh too, then I may 
fay, that a fifh will walk upon land 
(for an Otter does fo) fometimes 
five or fix, or ten miles in a night. 
But(Sir) I can tell you certainly, 
that he devours much fifth, and kils 
and {poils much more: And I can 
tell you, that he can fmel a fith in 


the water one hundred yards from 


him (Ge/ner fayes,much farther) and 
that his {tones are good againft the | 
Falling-ficknefs: and that there is 
an herb Benione, whichbeing hung 
mn a linen cloth near a Fifth Pond,or 
any haunt that he ufes, makes him 
to avoid the place, which proves he 


can fmell both by water and land. 


And 
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And thus much for my knowledg of 


the O¢ter, which you may now fee 
above water at vent, and the dogs 
clofewith him; I now fee he will 
not laft long, follow therefore my 
Matters, follow, for Sweetlips was 
like to have him at this vent. 

vid. Ohme, all the Horfeare got 
over the river, what thall we do 
now? 

fun, Marry, ftay alittle & follow, 
both they and the dogs will be fud- 
denly on this fide again, I warrant 
you, and the Orter too it may be: 
now have at him with Kil buck, for 
he vents again. 

via.Marry foheis,forlook hevents 
inthatcorner. Now, now Ringwood 
hashim. Come bring him to me. 
Look, ’tis a Bitch Otter upon my 
word, and fhe has lately whelped, 
lets go to the place where fhe was put 
down, and not far from it, you will 
find all her young ones, I dare war- 
rant you: and kill them all too. 

Hunt. 
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Hunt. Come Gentlemen, come 
all, letsgo tothe place where we 
put downe the Otter; look you, 
hereabout it was that fhee ken- 
nell’d; look you, here it was 
indeed, for here’sher young ones, 
nolefsthen five: come lets killthem 
all. 

Pic. No, I pray Sir; fave me 
one, and I'll try if I can make her 
tame, as I know an ingenuous 

Mr. Nic. Gentleman in Lezcefter-/bire has 

Seagrave. done: who hath not only made 
hertame, butto catch fifh, and 
doe many things of much plea- 
{ure. 

Hunt. Take one with all my 
heart; but let us kill the reft. And 
now lets go to an honeft Alehoufe 
and fing O/d Rof, and rejoice all of 
us together. 

Viat. Come my friend, let me 
invite you along with us; Ill bear 
your charges this night, and you 
fhall beare mine to morrow; 

for 
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for my intention is to accom- 
pany you aday or two in fifhing. 
Pi. Sir, your requeft is 
granted, and I thall be right glad, 
both to exchange fuch a cour- 
tefie, and alfo to enjoy your com- 


pany. 


Viat. Well, now lets go to your 
{port of Angling. 

Pift. Lets be going withall my 
heart, God keep you all,Gentlemen, 
and fend you meet this day with 
another bitch Offer, and kill her 
merrily, and all her young ones 
too. 

Viat. Now Pifcator,where wil you 
begin to fith? 

Pifc. We are not yet come to a 
likely place, Imuftwalk a mile fur- 
ther yet before I begin. © 

Viat. Wellthen, I pray, as we 
walk, tell me freely how you like 
my Hofte,and the company ? is not 
mine Hofte a witty man? 


Lice Sir 
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Pifc. Sir, To fpeak truly, he is 
not to me; for moft of his con- 
ceits were either Scripture-jefts, or 
lafcivio us jefts; for which I count 


no man witty: for the Divel will 


help a man that way inclin’d, to the 
firft, and his own corrupt nature 
(which healwayes carries with him) 
to the latter. But acompanion that 
feafts the company with wz and 
mirth,and leaves out the fz (which 
is ufually mixt with them) he isthe 
man: and indeed, fuchaman fhould 
have his charges born: andto fuch 
company I hope to bring you this 
night; for at Trout-Ha/, not far from 
this place,where I purpofe to lodg to 
night, there is ufually an Angler 
that proves good company. 

But for fuch difcourfe as we 
heard laft night, it infects o- 
thers; the very boyes will learn to 
talk and {wear as they heard mine 
Hoft, and another of the company 
that fhall be namelefs; well, you 

know 
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know what example is able to do, 
and I know what the Poet fayes in 
the like cafe : 


_ TT 


Many a one 
Owes to his Country his Religion : 


And in another would as ftrongly grow, 
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Had but his Nurfe or Mother taught him fo. 


This is reaion put into Verfe, and 
worthy the confideration of a wife 
man.But of this nomore,for though 
I love civility, yet I hate fevere cen- 
fures: Pll to my own Art, and I 
doubt not but at yonder tree I hall 
catch aChub, andthen we'll turn to 
an honeft cleanly Ale houfe that I 


_ know rightwell, reft our felves,and 


drefs it for our dinner. 
via. Oh,Sir,aChudisthe wort fith 
that {wims, I hoped fora Trout for 
my dinner. £F 
Pi/’Truft me,Sir,thereisnotalike- 
ly place for a Trout hereabout, and 
we ftaid fo long to take our leave of 
your 
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your Huntfmen this morning, that 
the Sun is got fo high, and fhines {o 
clear, that I will not undertake the 
catching of a Trout till evening ; 
and though a Céub be by you and 
many others reckoned the worft of 
allfifh, yet you fhall fee P’ll make it 
good fith by dreffing it. 

Viat. Why, how will you drefs 
him? 

Pifc. 11 tell you when I have 
caught him: look you here, Sir, 
do you fee ?(but you mutt ftand very 
clofe) there lye upon the top of the 
water twenty Chuéds ; T’ll catch on- 
ly one, and that fhall be the biggeft 
of them all: and that I will do fo, 
I'll hold you twenty to one. 

viat. Imarry, Sir, now you 
talk like an Artift, and Ill fay, you 
are one,when I fhall fee you perform 
what you fay you can do; but I yet 
doubt it. 

Pifc. And that you fhall fee me do 
prefently ; look,the biggeft of thefe 

Chubs 
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Chuds has had fome bruife upon his 
tail,and that looks like a white {pot ; 
that very C4us I mean to catch; fit 
you but down in the fhade, and {tay 
but alittle while,and I] warrant you 
I'l bring him to you. 

viat. I’] fit down and hope well, 
becaufe you feem to be fo confi- 
dent. 

Pift. LookyouSir, there he is, 
that very C4ué that I fhewed you, 
with the white {poton histail; and 
I'l be ascertaintomake hima good 
difh of meat, as I was to catch him. 
I'l now lead you to an honeft Ale- 
houfe, where we fhallfind a cleanly 
room, Lavender inthe windowes, 


and twenty Ballads ftuck aboutthe 


wall; there my Hoftis (which I 


may tel you, is both cleanly and 
conveniently handfome( has dreft 
Many a one for me, and _ {hall now 
drefs it after my fafhion, and I war- 
rant it good meat. 

viat.Come Sir, with all my heart, 


for 
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for I begin to be hungry, and long 
to be at it,and indeed to reft my felf 
too; for though 1 have walked but 
four miles this morning, yet I be- 
gin to be weary; yefterdayes hunt- 
ing hangs {til upon me. 

Pifc. Wel Sir,and you fhal quick- 
ly be atreft, for yonder is the houfe 
1 mean to bring you to. 

Come Hottis, how do you? 
wil you firft give us a cup of your 
beft Ale, and then drefs this Chué, 
as you dreft my laft, when I and my 
friend were here about eight orten 
daies ago? but you muftdo me one 
courtefie, it muft be done inftant- 
ly. 
. Hoft. 1 wil do it, Mr. Pzfcator, 
and with all the {peed I can. 

Pifc. Now Sir, has not my Ho- 
{tis made hafte? and does not the 
fifh look lovely ? 

_viat. Both, upon my word Sir, 
and therefore lets fay Grace and fall 
to eating of it. 


Pifc. Wel 
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Pifc. Well Sir, how do you like 
it? 

vat. Truft me,’tis as good meat 
as everI tafted: now let methank 
you for it, drink to you, and beg a 
courtefie of you; but it muft not be 
deny’d me. 

Pife. What is it,} pray Sir? you 
are fo modett, that me thinks I may 
promife to grant it before it is 
asked. 

_ viat. Why Sir, it is that from 
henceforth you wil allow me to call 
you Mafter, and that really I may 
be your Scholer, for you are fuch a 
companion, and have fo quickly 
caught, and fo excellently cook’d 


this fifh, as makes me ambitious to 


be your {choler. 

Pifc. Give me your hand: from 
this time forward I wil be your Ma- 
fter, and teach you as much of this 


Art asIam able; and will, as you 


defire me, tel you fomewhat of the 
nature of fome of the fifth which we 
E 2 are 
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are to Angle for; and I am {ure I 
fhal tel you more then every Angler 
yet knows. 

And firft I will tel you how you 
fhall catch fucha Chué as this was;& 
then how to cook him as this was: 
I could not have begun to teach 
you to catch any fifh more eafily 
then this fifh is caught; but then it 
mutt be this particular way, and this 
you mutt do: , 

Go to the fame hole, where in 
moft hot days you will finde floting 
neer the top of the water, at leaft a 
dozenor twenty Chubs; get a Gra/- 
hopper or two as you goe, and get 
fecretly behinde thetree, putitthen 
upon your hook, and let your hook 
hang a quarter of a yard fhort of the 
top of the water,and ’tis very likely 
that the fhadow of your rod, which 
you muft refton the tree, will caufe 
the C4uds to fink down to the bot- - 
tom with fear; for they be a very 
fearful fifth, and the fhadow of a bird 


flying 


The C omplete Angler. 


fying over them will makethemdo 
{o; but they will prefently rife up to 
the top again, and there lie foaring 
till fome fhadow aftrights them a- 
gain: when they lie upon the top 
of the water, look out the beft Chub, 
which you fetting your felf ina fit 
place, may very eafily doe, and 
move your Rod as foftly as a Snail 
moves, to that Chud you intend to 
catch; let your bait fall gently up- 
on the water three or four inches be- 
fore him, and he will infallibly take 
the bait, and you willbeas {ure to 
catch him; for hee is one of the 
leather-mouth’d fithes, of which a 
hook does {carce ever lofe his hold: 
and therefore give him play enough 
before you offer to take him out of 
the water. Go your way prefently, 
take my rod, and doe as I bid you, 
and I will fit down and mend my 
tackling till you return back. - 

viat. Truly, my loving Mafter, 
you have offered mee as fair as I 


Bea could 
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could wifh: Ile goe and obferve 


your directions. 

Look you, Mafter, what I have 
done; that which joyes my heart; 
caught juft fuch another Chué as 
yours was. 

Pifc. Marry,and I am glad of it: 
I am like to have a towardly Scho- 
lerof you. I now fee, that with ad- 
vice and practice you wil make an 
Angler in a fhort time. 

Viat.But Matter, Whatif I could 
not have found a Gra/hopper ? 

Pif. Then I may tel you, that a 
black Snail, with his belly flit , to 
{hew his white; or a piece of {oft 
cheefe wil ufually do as wel; nay, 
fometimes a worm, or any eid of 
fy; asthe Ant-fy, the Fle/h-fly, or 
Wallfly,or the Doror Beetle, (which © 
you may find under a Cow-turd) or 
a Bob,which you wilfindin thefame | 
place, and in time wil bea Beetk; 
it is a fhort white worm, like to, and 
bigger then aGentle;ora Cod-worm, 

or 
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or Ca/e-worm:any of thefe wil do ve- 
ry weltofifhinfuchamanner. And 
after this manner you may catch a 
Trout: inahotevenin g,whenasyou 
walk by a Brook, and thal {ee or 
hear him leap at Flies, then if you 
get a Gra/hopper , put it on your 
hook, with your line about twoyards 
long, ftandin g behind a buth or tree 
where his hole is, and make your 
bait ftir up and down on the top of 
the water; you may, if you ftand 
clofe, be fure of a bit, but notfure 
to catch him, for he is not a leather 
mouthed fith: and afterthis manner 


you may fith for him with almoft a- - 


ny kind of live Flie, but efpecial- 
ly witha Gra/hopper. 

Viat. But before you go further, 
I pray good Mafter, what mean you 
by a leather mouthed fith. 

Pifc. By a leather mouthed fith, 
I mean fuch as have their teeth in 
their throat, as the Chué or Cheven, 


and {o the Barde/, the Gudgion and | 


E 4 | Carp, 
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Carp, and divers others have ; and 
the hook being {tuck into the leather 
or skin of fuch fith, does very {el- 
dome or never lofe its hold: But 
on the contrary, a Prke, a Pearch, 
or Trout, and fo fome other fith, 
which have not their teeth in their 
throats, butin their mouthes,which 
you fhalobferve to be very full of 
bones, andthe skin very thin, and 
little of it: Ifay, of thefe fifth the 
hook never takes fo fure hold, but 
you often lofe the fifh unlefs he have 
gorg’d it. 

Viat. 1 thank you good Matter 
for this obfervation; but now what 
{hal be done with my Chuéd or Che- 
ven that I have caught. 

Pifc. Marry Sir, it fhall be given 
away tofome poor body, for Ile 
warrant you Ile giveyoua Trout for 
your fupper ; and itis a good be- 
ginning of your Artto offer your 
fir{t fruits to the poor, who will 
both thank God and you for it. 

And 
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And now lets walk towards 
the water again, and as I go Ile tel 
you when you catch your nextChuyé, 
how to drefle it as this was. 

viat. Come (good Matter)I long 
te be going and learn your direéti- 
on. 

Pifc. You mutt drefs it, or fee 
it dreft thus: When you have {ca- 
led him, wath him very cleane, cut 
off his tail and fins; and wath him 
not after you gut him, but chine 
or cuthim through the middle as a 
faltfithis cut, then give him four or 
five {cotches with your knife, broil 
him upon wood-cole or char-cole; 
but as he is broiling ; bafte him of- 
ten with butter that thal be chojce- 
ly good; and put good ftore of falt 
into your butter, or falt him gently 
as you broil or bafte him; and bruife 
or cut very{mal imto your butter, 
alittle Time, or fome other {weet 
herb that is in the Garden where 
you eat him: thus ufed, it takes a- 

way 
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way thewatrifh tafte which the Chub 


or Chevin has, andmakes him a 
choice dith of meat, as you your felf 
know; for thus was that drefs’d, 
which you did eat of to your din- 
ner. 

Or you may (for variety) drefs a 
Chubanotherway, andyou wil find 
him very good, and his tongue and 
head almoft as good as a Carps; but 
then you muftbe fure that no gratle 
or weeds be left in his mouth or 
throat. 

- Thus you muft drefs him: Slit 
him through the middle, then cut 
him into four pieces; then put him 
into a pewter difh, and cover him 
withanother, putinto him asmuch 
White Wine as wil cover him, or 
Spring water and Vinegar,and {tore 
of Salt, with fome branches of 
Time, and other fweet herbs; let 
him then be boiled gently over a 
Chafing-difh with wood coles, and 
when heisalmoft boiled enough, put 

‘yer half 
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half of theliquorfrom him, notthe 
top of it; put then into him a con- 
venient quantity of the beft butter 
you can get, with a little Nutmeg 
grated into it, and fippets of white 
bread: thus ordered, you wil find 
the Chevin and the fauce too, a 
choice difh of meat: And I have 
been the more careful to give youa 
perfect dire@tion how to dref him, 
becaufe he is a fith undervalued by 
many, and I would gladly reftore 
him to fome of his credit which he 
has loft by ill C ookery. 

Viat. But Mafter, have you no 
other way to catch a Cheven, or 
Chub ? 

Pifc. Yes that I have, but I mutt 
take time to tel it you hereafter; or 
indeed,you muttlearn it by obferva- 
tion and praétice, though this way 
that I have taught-you was the eafi- 
eft to catch a Chub, at this time, 
and at this place. And now weare 
come again to the River; I wil (as 


the 
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the Souldier fayes) prepare for skir- 
mifh; that is, draw out my Tack- 
ling, and try to catch a Trout for 
fupper. 

Viat. Truftme Matter, I feenow 
it is a harder matter tocatch a Trout 
then a Chub; for I have put on pa- 
tience, and followed you this two 
hours, and not feen a fifhftir, nei- 
ther at your Minnow nor your 
worm. 

Pifc. Wel Scholer, you muft 
indure worfe luck fometime, or you 
willnevermakea good Angler. But 
whatfay younow? there is a Trout 
now, anda good one too, if Ican 
but hold him; and two or three 
turns more willtire him: Now you 
fee he lies{till, and the fleight is to 
land him: Reach me that Landing 
net: So (Sir) now he is mine own, 
whatfay you? is not this worth all 
my labour? 

Viat. On my word Matter , 
this is a gallant Trout; what fhall 

we 
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we do with him? 

Pifc. Marry ee’n eat him to fup- 
per: We'l go to my Hottis, from 
whence we came: fhe told me, as 
I was going out of door, that my 
brothet Peter, agood Angler, and 
a cheerful companion,had {ent word 
he would lodg there to night, and 
bring a friend with him. My Hott- 
is has two beds, and I know you 
and I may have the beft: we’l re- 
joice with my brother Peter and his 
friend, tel tales , or fing Ballads,or 
make aCatch,or find fome harmlefs 
{port to content us. 


Viat. A match, good Matter, 


lets go to that houfe, for the linnen 
looks white, and {mels of Lavender, 
and I long to lye in a pair of fheets 
that {mels fo: lets be going, good 
Matter, for I am hungry again with 

fifhing. — ed 
Pifc. Nay, ftay a little good 
Scholer, I caught my laft Trout with 
aworm, now I wil put ona Minow 
and 
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and try a quarter of an hour about 


-yonder trees for another, and fo 


walk towards our lodging. Look 
you Scholer, thereabout we {hall 
have a bit prefently, or not at all: 
Have with you (Sir!) onmy word I 
have him. Oh itis a great logger- 
headed Chub: Come,hang him up- 
on that Willow twig, and let’s be 
going. Butturn out of the way a 
little, good Scholer, towards yon- 
der high hedg: We’l fit whilft this 
fhowr falls fo gently upon the teem- 
ingearth, and gives a fweeter {mel 
to the lovely flowers that adorn 
the verdant Meadows. 

Look,under that broad Beech tree 
Ifatedown when I waslaft this way 
a fifhing,and the birds in the adjoin- 
ing Grove feemed to havea friend- 
lycontention withan Echo, whofe 
dead voice feemedto livein a hol- 
low cave, near to thebrowof that | 
Primrofehil;there I fate viewing the 
Silver {treams glide filently towards 

their 
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their center, the tempeftuous Sea, 


yet fometimes oppofed by rugged 
roots, and pibble ftones, which 
broke their waves, and turned them 
into fome: and fometimes viewing 
the harmlefs Lambs, fome leaping 
fecurely in the cool fhade, whilft o- 
thers {ported themfelvs in the cheer- 
ful Sun; and others were craving 
comfort from the fwolne Udders of 
theirbleating Dams. AsI thus fate, 
thefe and other fighs had fo fully 
pofleft my foul,that I thought as the 
Poet has happily exprett it - 


Iwas for that time lifted above earth 
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And poffeft joyes not promif’d in my birth. 


As I left this place, and entered 
into the next field, a fecond pleafure 
entertained me, ’twas a handfome 
Milk-maid, that had caft away all 
care, and fung likea Nightingake ; 
her voice was good, and the Ditty 
fitted for it; ’*twas that {mooth Song 

which 
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which was made by Kit Marlw,now 
at leaft fifty years ago; andthe Milk 
maids mother fung an anfwer to it, 
which was madeby Sir Wa/ter Ra- 
/eigh in his younger dayes. 

They were oldfafhioned Poetry, 
but choicely good, I think much 
better then that now in fafhion in 
this Critical age. Look yonder,on 
my word, yonder they be both a 
milking again: I wil give her the 
Chub, and perfwade them to fing 
thofe two fongs to us. 

Pifc. God {peed,good woman, I 
have beena fifhing, and am going 
to Bleak Hall to my bed, and having 
caught more fifh then wil fup my 
felf and friend, wil beftow this 
upon you and your daughter, for I 
ufe to fel none. 

Milkw. Marry God requite you 
Sir, and we’l eat it cheerfully: wil 
you drink a draught of red Cows 
milk? 

Pife. No,I thank you:but I pray 

| do 
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d o us acourtefie that (hal ftand you 
and your daughter in nothing, and 
we wilthink our felves{tilfomethin g 
in your debt; it is but to fing us a 
Song, that that was fung by you and 
your daughter, when I lait pat over 
this Meadow, about eight or nine 
dayes fince. ; 

Milk, what Song was it, I pray ? 
was it, Come Shepherds deck your heads : 
or, 4s at noon Dulcina refted: or Phi- 
lida flouts me? | 

Pifc.No, it is none of thofe: itisa 
Song that your daughter fung the 
firft part, and you fung the anfwer to 
It. 

Milk. O 1 know it now,! learn’d 
the firft part in my golden age, when 
I was about the age of my daughter; 
and the later part, which indeed fits 
me beft, but two or three years ago; 
you thal, God willing , hear them 
both. Come Maudiin, fing the firft 
part tothe Gentlemen withamerrie 
heart, and Ile fing the fecond. 

Byek The 
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The Milk maids Song. 


Come live with me, and be my Love, 
And we wil all the pleasures prove 
That vallies, Groves, or hils, or fields, 


Or woods and fteepte mountains yeelds. 


Where we will fit upon the Rocks, 
And fee the Shepherds feed our flocks, 
By fhallow Rivers, to whofe falls 
Mellodious birds fing madrigals. 


And I wil make thee beds of Rotes, 
And then athoufand fragrant popes, 
A cap of flowers anda Kirtk, 
Imbroidered all with leaves of Mirtke. 


AA Gown made of the fineft wool 
Which from our pretty Lambs we pull, 
Shippers lind choicely for the cold, 
With buckles of the pureft gold. 


A belt of ftraw and tvie buds, 
_ With Coral clafps, and Amber ftuds : 
| Be i 
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And if thefe pleafures may thee move, 
Come live with me, and be my Lave. 


The Shepherds Swains fhal dance and fing 
For thy delight each May morning : 
If thefe delights thy mind may move, 
Then live with me,and be my Love. 


Via. Truftme Matter, itisachoice 
Song , and fweetly fung by honeft 
Maudtin: Ne beftow Sir Thomas O- 
. verbury’s Milk maids with uponther, 
That fhe may dye in the Spring, and 
have good ftore of flowers Jtuck round 
about her winding fheet. 


The Milk maids mothers anfwer. 


Tf all the world and love were young, 
And truth in every Shepherds tongue? 
Thefe pretty pleasures might me move, 
To live with thee,and be thy love. 


But time drives flocks from field to fold : 
When rivers rage and rocks grow cold, 
Fn2 And 
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And Philomel becometh dumb, 
The Reft complains of cares to come. 


The Flowers do fade,and wanton fields 
Towayward Winter reckoning yetlds. 
A honey tongue,a heart of gall, 


Is fancies pring, but forrows fall. 


Thy gowns, thy [hooes,thy beds of Rofes, 
Thy Cap,thy Kirtle, and thy Pofes , 
Soon break,foon wither ,foon forgotten, 
In folly ripe, in reafon rotten. 


Thy belt of ftraw and Ivie buds, 
Thy Coral clafps and Amber ftuds , 
All thefe in me no means can move 


To come to thee,and be thy Love. 


But could youth laft,and love fitlbreed, 
Had joyes no date, nor age no need ; 
Then thofe delights my mind might 
To live with thee,& be thy love. (move 


Pifc. Wel fung, good woman, I 
thankyou, I'l give you another difh 
of 
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of fifth one of thefe dayes, and then 
beg another Song of you. Come 
Scholer,let Maud/in alone, do not 
you offer to {poil her voice, Look, 
yondercomes my Hoftis to cal us to 
fupper. How now? is my brother 
Peter come ? 

Hofi. Yes, and a friend with 
him, they are both glad to hear you 
are in thefe parts, and long to fee 
you, and are hungry,and long to be 


at fupper. 


F 3 CHAP. 
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Gals MEY he hea £3 & 
EL met bro- 


Pifcat. 
\ } ther Peter,I 
heard you 


& a friend would lodg here to night, 
and that has made me and my friend 
caft to lodge here too; my friend 
is one that would faine bea brother 
ofthe Angle: he has been an Angler 
but this day,and I have taught him 
how to catch a Chué with daping a 
Gra/hopper, and he has caughta lufty 
one of nineteen incheslong. ButI 
pray you brother, who is it that is 
your companion ? 

Peter. Brother P:/cator,my friend 
is an honeft Country man, and his 
name is Corzdon, a moft downright 
witty merry companion that met me 
here purpofely to eat a Trout and be 
pleafant, and I have not yet wet my 

line 
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line fince Icame from home: But I 
wil fithim to morrow with a Trout 
for his breakfatt, if the weather be a- 
ny thing like. 

Pic. Nay brother, you thall 
not delay him fo long, for look you 
here is a Trout will fill fix reafonable 
bellies. Come Hoftis, dref it pre- 
fently, and get us what other meat 
the houfe wil afford, and give us 
fome good Ale, and lets be mer- 
rie. 


The Defcription of a Trout. 


F 4 hots 
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Peter. Onmy word,this Trout is 
in perfect feafon. Come, I thank 
you, and here’s a hearty draught to 
you, and to all the brothers of the 
Angle, wherefoever they be, and to 


_ my young brothers good fortune to 


morrow; I wil furnifh him with a 
rod, if you wil furnifh him with the 


re{t of the tackling, we wil fet him 


up and make him a fifher. 

And I wil tel him one thing for 
his encouragement, thathis fortune 
hath made him happy to be a Scho- 
ler to fuch a Mafter; a Matter that 
knowes as much both of the nature 
and breeding of fifh, as any man; 
and can alfo tell him as well how to 
catch andcookthem, fromthe M- 
now to the Sammon, as any that I ever 
met withall. 

Pic. 'Truft me, brother Peter, I 
find my Scholer to be fo futable to 
my own humour,which is to be free 
and pleafant, and civilly merry,that 
my refolution is to hide nothing 

7 _ from 
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fromhim. Believe me,Scholer, this 
ismy refolution: and fo here’s to 
youahearty draught, and to all that 
love us,and the honeft Art of Ang- 
ling. 

Viat. 'Truft me, good Matter, 
you fhall not fow your feed in bar- 
ren ground, for I hope to return you 
an increafe anfwerable to your 
hopes; but however, you fhal find 
mie obedient, and thankful , and 
ferviceable to my beft abilitie. 

Pifc. *Tis enough, honeft Scho- 
ler, comeletsto fupper. Come my 
friend Coridon,this Trout looks love- 
ly, it wastwenty two incheswhen it 
was taken, and the belly of it look’d 
fome part of it as yellowas a Mary- 
gold, and part of it aswhite as a Li- 
_ ly, and yet me thinks it looks bet- 
ter in this good fawce. 

Coridon. Indeed, honeft friend, 
it looks well, and taftes well, I thank 
you for it, and fo does my friend 
Peter,. or elfe he isto blame. 


Pet. Yes 
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Pet. Yes, and fo Ido, we all 


thank you, and when we have fupt, 
I wil get my friend Coridon to fing 
you a Song, for requital. 

Cor. Iwil fing a Song if any bo- 
dy wil fing another; elfe, to be plain 


with you, I wil fing none: I am 


none of thofe that fing for meat, but 
for company; I fay, "Tis merry in 
Hall when men fing all. 

Pifc. 11 promife you Il fing a 
Song that was lately made at my re- 
quett by Mr. Wiliam Baffe, one that 
has made the choice Songs of the 
Hunter in bis carrere, and of Tom of 
Bedlam, and many others of note; 
and this that I wil fing isin praife of 
Angling. 

Cor. And then mine fhall be the 
praife of a Country mans life: 
What will the reft fing of? 

Pet. I wil promife you I wil fing 
another Song in praife of Angling, 
to-morrow night, for we wil not part 
till then, but fifth to morrow, and 

fup 


ee aS we —_— a ee a ee 


The Complete Angler. 


fup together,and the next day every 
man leave fifhing,and fall to his bu- 
fines. 

Viat.’’Tisamatch, andI wil pro- 
vide you a Song ora Ketch againtt 
then too, that thal give fome additi- 
on of mirth to the company; forwe 
wil be merrie. 


Pifc. "Tisamatch my matters; - 


lets ev’n fay Grace,and turn to the 
fire, drink the other cuptowet our 
whiftles, and fo fing away all fad 
thoughts. 

Come onmy matters, who be- 
gins? I think it is beft to draw cuts 
and avoid contention. 

Pet.It isa match.Look,the thort- 
eft Cut fals to Coridon. 

Cor. Wellthen, I wil begin; for 


I hate contention. 
CoRIDONS Song. 


Ob the fweet ea 
The country man doth find! 


High 
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high trololhe loliloe 

high trolollie lee, 
That quiet contemplation 
Poffeffeth all my mind : 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me. 


For Courts are full of flattery, 
As hath too oft been tr? d; 
high trololhe lollie loe 
high trololhe lee, 
The City full of wantonne/s, 
and both are full of pride : 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 


But oh the honeft country man 


Speaks truly from his heart, 
high trololhe lollie Loe 
high trolollie lee, 

Hts pride ts in his Tillage, 

his Horfes and his Cart : 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 

| Our 
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Our clothing 1s good {beep skins 
Gray ruffet for our wives, 

high trolollie lollie loe 

high trolollie lee. 
Tis warmth and not gay clothing 
that doth prolong our lives : 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me. 


The ploughman, though he labor hard, 
Yet on the Holy-day, 
high trolollie lollie loe 
high trolollie lec, 
No Emperor fo merrily 
does pa/s his time away : 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 


To recompence our Tillage, 
TheHeavens afford us fhowrs; 
high trolollie lollie loe 
high trolollie lee; 
And for our feet refrefbments 
the earth affords us bowers : 
Then care away, é&c. 


T he 
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The Cuckoe and the N ightingale 
Jull merrily do fing, 

high trololhe lollie loe 

high trolollie lee, 
And with their plea/ant roundelayes, 
bid welcome to the Spring : 

Then care away, 

and wend along with me. 


This is not half the happinefs 
the Country man injoyes ; 
high trololhe lollie loe 
high trololhe lee, 
T hough others think they have as much 


yet be that fays ‘fo les: 


Then come away,turn 
County. man with me, 


Pifc. Well fung Coridon, this 
Song was fung with mettle, and it 
was choicely fitted to the occafion; 
I fhall love you for it as long as I 
know you: I would you wereabro- 
ther of the Angle, for a companion 
that ischeerful and free from fwear- 


ing 
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ing and {currilous difcourfe, is worth 
gold. I love fuch mirth as does not 
make friends afhamed to look upon 
one another next morning; normen 
(that cannot wel bear it) to repent 
the money they {pend when they be 
warmed with drink : and take this 
for a rule, you may pick out fuch 
times and fuch companies, that you 
may make your felves merrier for a 
little then a great deal of money; for 
‘Tisthe company and not the charge 
that makes the feaft : andfuchacom- 
panion you prove, I thank you for 
If. 

ButI will not complement you 
out of the debt that I owe you, and 
therefore I will begin my Song, 
and wifh it may be as well liked. 


The ANGLERs Song. 


As inward love breeds outward talk, 
The Hound fome praife, and Some the Hawk, — 


— Some 
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Some better pleaf’dwith private [port, 
Use Tenis, fome a Mittris court: 
But thefe delights I neither wi/h, 
Nor envy, while I freely fifb. 


Who hunts,doth oft in danger ride 


Who hauks,/ures oft both far Swide ; 


Who ufes games,may often prove 

A lofer ; but who fals in love, 
Is fettered in fond Cupids fnare : 
My Angle breeds me no fuch care. 


Of Recreation there 1s none 

So free as fifhing 1s alone ; 

All other paftimes do no lefs 

Then mind and body both poffe/s ; 
My band alone my work can do, 
So I can fifh and ftudy too. 


I care not, I, to fifb in feas, 
Frefh rivers beft my mind do pleafe, 
Whofe fweet calm cour fe Icontemplate ; 
And feek in life to imitate ; 
In ctvil bounds I fain would keep, 
And for my paft offences weep. 
And 
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And when the timerous Trout / wait 
To take, and he devours my bait, 
How poor a thing fometimes I find 
Will captivate a greedy mind: 
And when none bite, I praife the wife , 
Whom vain alurements ne’re Surprife. 


But yet though while 1 fifb, 1 fa/t, 

! make good fortune my repa/t, 

And thereunto my friend invite, 

in whom I more then that delight : 
Who is more welcome to my difh, 
Then to my Angle was my fifP. 


“1s well content no prize to take 

As ufe of taken prize to make ; 

For fo our Lord was pleafed when 

He Fifbers made Fifhers of men; 
Where(which ts in no other game) 
man may fifh and praife his name. 


The firft men that our Saviour dear 
Did chufe to wait upon him bere, 

Bleft Fifbers were; and fifh the laft 

- Food was, that he on earth did tafte : 
Ga: I there- 
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I therefore ftrive to follow tho/e, 
Whom he to follow him hath chofe. 
W. 2B. 


Cor. Well fung brother, you 


_ have paid your debt in good coyn, 


we Anglers are all beholding to the 
good man that made this Song. 
Come Hoftis,give us more Ale and 
lets drink to him. 

And now lets everie one gotobed 
that we may rife early; but firft lets 
pay our Reckoning, for I wil have 
nothing tohinder me inthe morn- 
ing, for I will prevent the Sun- 
rifing. 

Pet. Amatch: Come Coridon, 
you are to be my Bed-fellow: I 
know brotheryou andyour Scholer 
willie together; butwherefhal we 
meet to morrow night? for my 
friend Corzdon and I will go up the 
water towards Ware. 

Pift. And my Scholer and I 
vvill go down tovvards Wa/tam. 


Cor. 
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Cor, Then letsmeethere,for here 
are frefh fheets that {mel of Laven- 


der, and, I am fure, we cannot ex- - 


pect better meat and better u- 
fage. 


every body. 
Pifc. And fo fay I. 
Viat. And fo fay I. 


Pifc. Good morrow good Hottis, 
Ifee my brother Pefer is in bed {till; 
Come,give my Scholer and me a 
cup of Ale, and be fure you get us 


a good difh of meat againft fupper, — 


for we {hall come hither as hungr 
as Hawks. Come Scholer,letsbe go- 
ing. 

Sr tat. Good Matter, as we walk 
towards thewater, wil you be plea- 
fed to make the way feeme fhorter 
by telling me firft the nature of 

the Trout, and then how to catch 
him. 


Pet.’Tis a match. Coed night to | 


Pife. My honeftScholer,Iwildo 
G 2 it 
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it freely: The Trout (for which I 


love toangle above any fifh) may 


‘ be juftly faid (as the ancient Poets 


fay of Wine, and we Englith fay of 
Venfon) to be a generous fifh, be- 
caufe he has his feafons, a fifh that 
comes in, and goes out with the 
Stag or Buck: and you are to ob- 
ferve, that as there be fome darren 
Does, that are good in Summer; fo 


there be fome darren Trouts,thatare 


good in Winter; but there are not 
many that are fo, for ufually they 
be intheir perfectionin the month 
of May, and decline with the Buck: 
Now you are to take notice, thatin 
feveral Countries, as in Germany and 
in other parts compar’d to ours, they 
differ much in their bignefs, fhape, 
and other wayes, and fo do Trouts; 
tis wel known that in the Lake Le- 
mon, the Lake of Geneva, there are 
Trouts taken, of three Cubits long, 
as is afirmed by Ge/ner, a Writer of 
good credit: and Mercator fayes, 

the 
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the Trouts that are taken in the Lake 
of Geneva, area great part of the Mer- 
chandize of thatfamous City.And 
you arefurther to know,thattherebe 
certaine waters that breed Trouts re- 
markable,both for their number and 
fmalnefs- I knowa little Brookin 
Kent that breeds them to a number 
incrédible, and youmay take them 
twentieorfortie inan hour, butnone 
greater then about the fize of a 
Gudgion. There are alfo in divers Ri- 
vers, efpecially that relate to, or be 
near to theSea,(as VV inche/fer,or the 
Thames about VVindfor ) a little 
Troutcalleda Samlet or SkeggerT rout 
(in both which places I have caught 
twentie orfortieat a ftanding) that 
will bite as faft and as freely as Min- 
nows; thefe be by fome taken to be 
young Sa/mons, but in thofe wa- 


ters they never grow tobee bigger 


then a Herring. 
_ There is alfo in Kent, neer to 
Canterbury, a Trout (called there a 
OF.2 For- 
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Fordig Trout) a Trout (that bears 


the name ofthe Town where ’tis u- 
fually caught) that is accounted rare 
meat, many of them near the big- 
nefs of a Salmon, but knowne by 
their different colour, and in their 
beft feafon cut very white;and none 
have been known to be caught with 
an Angle, unlefs it were one that 
was caught by honeft Sir George Ha- 
ftings, an excellent Angler (and 


~ now withGod)and hehas toldme,he 


thought that Trout bit not for hun- 
ger, but wantonnefs; and ’tis the 
rather to be believed, becaufe both 
he then, and many others before 
him have been curious to fearch into 
their bellies what the food was by 
which they lived; and have found 
out nothing by which they might fa- 
tisfie their curiofitie. 

Concerning which you are to 
take notice, that it is reported, there 
is a fifh that hath not any mouth, but 
lives by taking breath by the porinfs 

; of 
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of her gils,and feeds and is nourifh’d 
by no man knows what; and this 
may be believed of the Fordig Trout, 
which (as it is faid of the Stork, that 
he knowes his feafon, fo he) knows 
his times (I think almoft his day) 
of coming into that River out of the 
Sea, where he lives (and it is like 
feeds) nine months of the year, 
and about three in the River of 
Fordig. 

And now for fome confirmation 
of this; you are to know, that this 
Trout is thought to eat nothing in 
the frefh water ; and it may be the 
better believed, becaufe it is well 
known, that Swa//owes, which are 
not feen to flye in England for 
fix months in the year, but about 
Michaelmas \eave us for a hotter cli- 
mate; yet fome of them, that have 
been left behindtheir fellows, have view sir 
been found (many thoufand at gee dae | 
time) in hollow trees, where they 
have been obferved to live and fleep 


F 4 out 
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See Top/el out the whole winter without meat; 


of Frogs. 


and {0 Albertus obferves that there is 
one kind of Frog that hath her 
mouth naturally fhut up about the 
end of Auguft, and that the lives fo 
all the Winter, and though it be 
{trange to fome, yetit is known to 
too many amongft us to bee doub- 
ted. 

And fo much for thefe Fordidg 
Trouts, which never afford an An- 
gler {port, but either live their time 
of being in the frefh water by 
their meat formerly gotten inthe 
Sea,(not unlike the Swa//ow or Frog) 
or by the vertue of the frefh water 
only, as the Camelion is faid to live 
by the air. 

There is alfo in Northumberland, 
a Trout, called a Bull Trout, of a 
much greater length and bigneffe 
then any inthefe Southern parts; and 
there is inmany Rivers that relate to 
the Sea, Salnon Trouts as much dif- 
ferent one from another, both in 


fhape 
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fhape and in their {pots, as we fee 
Sheep differ one from another in 
their fhape and bignefs, and inthe 
finefs of their wool: and certainly 
as fome Paftures do breed larger 
Sheep, fo do fome Rivers, by rea- 
fon of the ground over which they 
run, breed larger Trouts . ) 

Now the next thing that I will 
commend to your confideration is, 
That the Trout is of amore fudden 
growth thenotherfith: concerning 
which you are alfo to take notice, 
that he lives notfolongasthe Pearch 
and divers other fithes do, as Sir 


Francis Bacon hath obferved in his — 


Hiftory of life and death. 


And next,you are to take notice, 


that after hee is come to his full 


growth,he declines in his bodie, but 
keeps his bignefs or thrives in his 
head till his death. Andyou are to 
know that he wil about (efpecially 
before)the time of his Spawning, get 
almoft miraculoufly through Wezres 

and 


go 
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and Floud-Gates againt{t the ftream, 
even through fuch high and {wift 
placesasisalmoftincredible. Next, 
thatthe Trout ufually Spawns about 


Oétober or November, but in fome 


Riversa little fooner orlater; which 


is the more obfervable,becaufe moft 


other fifh Spawne in the Spring or 
Summer, when the Sun hath 
warmed both the earth and water, 
and made it fit for generation. 
And next,you are tonote, that till 
the Snn gets to fuch a height as to 
warm the earth and the water, the 
Trout is fick, and lean, andlowfie, 
and unwholfome: for you fhall in 
winter find him to have a big head, 
and then to be lank,and thin,& lean; 


at which time many of them have 


fticking on them Sugs, orTrouf lice, 
which is a kind of a worm, in fhape 
like a Clove or a Pin, with a big 
head , and fticks clofeto him and 
fuckshismoifture; thofeI thinkthe 
Frout breeds himfelfe; and never 

thrives 
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thrivestil he free himfelf from them, 
which is till warm weather comes, 
and then as he growes {tronger, he 
gets from the dead, ftill water, in- 
to the fharp ftreames and the 
gravel, and there rubs off thefe 
worms or lice: and then ashe grows 
{tronger,fo he gets him into {wifter 
and {wifter {treams, and there lies 
atthe watch for any flie or Minow 
that comes neer to him; and he 
efpecially loves the May flie,which is 
bredof the Cod-worm or Caddis; and 
thefe make the Trout boldand luttie, 
and he is ufually fatter, and better 


meat.at the end of that month, then 


at any time of the year. 

Now you are to know, that it is 
obferved,that ufually the beft Trouts 
are either red or yellow, though 
fome be white and yet good; but 
that is not ufual; andit isanote ob- 
fervable that the female Trout hath. 
ufually a lefs head and a deeper bo- 
dy thenthemale Trout; and alittle 

head 
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head to any fifh, either Trout, Sa/- 
mon,or other fith, is a fign that that 
fifh is in feafon. 

But yet you are to note, that as 
you fee fome Willows or Palm trees 
bud and bloffome fooner then others 


do, fofome Trouts be in fome Rivers 


fooner in feafon; and as the Holly 
or Oak are longer before they caft _ 
their Leaves, fo are fome Trouts 
infome Rivers longer before they go 


out of feafon. 
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CHAR. TR: 


N D having told you thefe 
A Obfervations concerning 
Trouts, 1 fhall next tell you 
how to catchthem: which is ufual- 
ly witha Worm,ora Minnow (which 
fome call a Penke;) or witha Fixe, 
either a xatura/ oran artificial Flie: 
Concerning which three I wil give 
you fome Obfervations and Direéti- 
ons. 

For Worms, there be very ma- 
ny forts; fome bred onely in the 
earth, as theearth worm; othersa- 
mongft or of plants,as the dug worm; 
and others in the bodies of living 
creatures ; or fome of dead fleth, as 
the Magot or Gentle, and others. 

Now thefe be moft of them par- 
ticularly good for particular fithes: 
but for the Trout the dew - worm, 
~ which 
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(which fome alfo cal the L0b-worm) 
and the Brandling are the chief; and 
efpecially the firft for a great Trout, 
and the later for alefle. There be 
alfo of 10b-worms,fome called /quire!- 
tails (aworm which has a red head, 


a {treak down the back, anda broad 


tail / whichare noted tobe the bett, 
becaufe they are the tougheft, and 
and moft lively, and live longeft in 
the water: for you are to know, 
that a dead wormis but a dead bait, 
and like tocatch nothing, compared 
to a lively, quick, ftirring worm : 
And for a Brandling, hee is ufually 
found in an old dunghil, or fome 
very rotten place neer to it; but 
moft ufually in cow dung, or hogs 
dung,rather then horfe dung, which 
isfomewhat too hot and dry for that 
worm. 

There are alfo divers other kindes 
of worms, which for colour and 
fhape alter even as the ground out 


of which they are got: as the mar {h- 


worn, 
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worm, the tag-tail, the flag-worm, 
the dock-worm, the oake-worm , the 
gilt-tail, and too many to name, 
even as many forts, as fome think 
there be of feverall kinds of birds in 
the air: of which I thall fay no 
more, but tell you, that what worms 
foever you fifth with, are the better 
for being long kept before they be 
ufed ; and in cafe you have not been 
{o provident, then the way tocleanfe 
and fcoure them quickly, is to put 
them all night in water, if they be 
Lob-worms, and then put them in- 
to your bag with fennel: but you 


muft not put your Brandling above — 


an hour in water, and then put them 
into fennel for fudden ufe: but if 
you have time, and purpofe to keep 
them long, then they be beft pre- 
ferved in an earthen pot with good 
{tore of moffe, which is to be freth 
every week or eight dayes; or at 
leaft taken from them, and clean 
wafh'd, and wrung betwixt your 


hands 
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hands till it be dry, and then put it 
to them again: And for Mofs you 
are to note, that there be divers 
kindes of it which I could name to 
you, but wil onely tel you, that that 
which is likeft a Bucks horn is the 
beft; exceptit be white Mofs, which 
grows on fome heaths, and is hard to 
be found. 

For the Minnow or Penke, he is 
eafily found and caught in April, 
for then hee appears in the Rivers: 
but Nature hath taught him to fhel- 
ter and hide himfelf in the Winter 
in ditches that be neer to the River, 
and there both to hide and keep 
himfelf warm in the weeds, which 
rot not fo foon as in a running Ri- 
ver; in which place if hee were in 
Winter,the diftempered Floods that 
are ufually in that feafon, would 
fuffer him to havenoreft, but carry 
him headlong to Mils and Weires 
to his’ confufion. And of thefe 
Minnows, firtt you are to know,that 


the 
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the biggeft fize is not the beft; and 
next, that the middle fize and the 
whiteft are the beft: and then you 
are to know, that I cannot well 
teach in words, but mutt thew you 
how to put it on your hook, that it 
may turn the better: And you are 
alfo to know, that it is imposible it 
fhould turn tooquick ; And you are 
yet to know, that in cafe you want 
a Minnow, then a {mall Lach, ora 
Sticklebag, or any other fmall Fith 
will ferve aswel: And you are yet 
to know, that you may falt, and by 


that means keep them fit for ufe — 


three or four dayes or longer; and 

that of falt, bay falt is the beft. 
Now for Fives, which is the third 
bait wherewith Troufs are ufually 
taken. Youareto know, that there 
are asmany fortsof Flies as there be 
of Fruits: I will name you but fome 
of them: asthe dun fie, the ffone 
fiie, the red fle, the moor fiie, the 
tawny flre, the fhel fire, the cloudy or 
H black- 
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blackifh fe: there be of Flies, Ca- 
terpillars,and Canker flies, and Bear 
jues; and indeed, too many either 
for mee to name, or for you to re- 
member: and their breeding is fo 


_ various and wonderful, that I might 


eafily amaze my felf, and tire you in 
a relation of them. 

And yet I wil exercife your pro- 
mifed patience by faying a little of 
the Caterpillar, or the Palmer flie or 
worm; that by them you may guefs 
what awork it were in a Difcourfe 
but to run over thofe very many 
pies, worms, and little living crea- 
tures with which the Sun and Sum- 
mer adorn and beautifie the river 
banks and meadows; both for the 
recreation and contemplation of the 
Angler; and which (I think) I my- 
felf enjoy more then any other man 
that is not of my profefsion, 

Pliny holds an opinion, that ma- 
ny have their birth or being froma 
dew that in the Spring falls upon the 

leaves 
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leaves of trees; and that fome kinds 
of them are froma dew left upon 
herbs or flowers: and others from 
a dew left upon Colworts or Cab- 
bages: All which kindes of dews 
being thickened and condenfed, are 
by the Suns generative heat mot of 
them hatch’d, and in three dayes 
made living creatures, and of feve- 
ral fhapes and colours ; fome being 
hard and tough, fome fmooth and 
foft; fome are horned in their head, 
fome in their tail, fome have none; 
fome have hair, fome none; fome 
have fixteen feet,fome lefs,and fome - 
have none: but (as our Topfel hath _ : 
with great diligence obferved)thofe 7 ce Ss 
which have none, move upon the Serpents. 
earth, or upon broad leaves, their i 
motion being not unlike tothe waves 
of the fea. Some of them hee alfo 
obferves to be bred of the eggs of 
other Caterpillers: and that thofe 
in their time turn to be Butter—flies ; 
and again, that their eggs turn the 
H 2 fol- 
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following yeer to be Cater pillers. 
Tis endleffe to tell you what the 
curious Searchers into Natures pro- 
duétions, have obferved of thefe 
Worms and Flies: But yet I fhall 


— tell you what our Top/e/ {ayes of the 


Canker, or Palmer-worm, or Cater- 
piller ; That wheras others content 
themfelves to feed on particular 
herbs or leaves (for moft think, thofe 
very leaves that gave them life and 
fhape, give them a particular feed- 
ing and nourifhment, and that up- 
on them they ufually abide;) yet 
he obferves, that this is called a Pz/- 
grim or Palmer-worm , for his very 
wandering life and various food ; 
not contenting himfelf(as others do) 
with any certain place for his abode, 
nor any certain kinde of herb or 
flower for his feeding; but will 
boldly and diforderly wander up 
and down, and not endure to be 
kept to a diet, or fixt to a particular 
place. 3 
Nay, 
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Nay,the very colours of Cater pil- 


fers are,as one has obi erved,very ele- 
gantand beautiful:I fhal(foratatteof 
the reft(defcribe one of them, which 
I will fometime the next month, 
fhew you feeding on a Willow tree, 
and you fhal find him punctually to 
an{wer this very defcription: “ His 
“lips and mouth fomewhat yel- 
“low, his eyes black as Jet, his 
* fore-head purple, his feet and 
“hinder parts green, his tail two 
“forked and black, the whole body 
“ftain’d with a kind of red {pots 
“which run along the neck and 
“fhoulder-blades, not unlike the 
“form of a Crofs, or the letter X, 
“made thus crofs-wife , and me 
“white line drawn down his back 
“to his tail; all which add much 
“Deauty tohiswhole body. And itis 
to me obfervable,that at a fix’d age 
this Caterpiller gives overto eat, and 
towards winter comes to be coverd 
over witha ftrange thell or cruft,and 


H {0 
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fo lives a kind of dead life, without 

View Six Cating all the winter, and (as others 

Fra Bacon of feveral kinds turn to be feveral 

i kinds of flies and vermin,the Spring 

his Natu- following ) fo this Caterpiller then 
ralHiory turns to be a painted Butterflye. 

Come, come my Scholer, you 

fee the River {tops our morning 

walk, and I wil alfo here ftop my 

difcourfe, only as we fit down under 

this Honey-Suckle hedge, whilft I 

look a Line to fit the Rod that our 

brother Peter has lent you, I fhall 

for a little confirmation of what I 

have faid, repeat the obfervation of 


the Lord Barfas. 


God not contented to each kind to give, 
And to infufe the vertue generative, 
by his wife power made many creatures breed 


Of livele/s bodies, without V enus deed. 


So the coldhumour breeds the Salamander, 
Who (in effect) like to her births commander, 
| With 
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With child with hundred winters with her touch 
Quencheth the fire,though glowing ne’r fo much 


So in the fire in burning furnace /prings 
The fly Perautta with the flaming wings; 
Without the fire it dies, in it, it Joyes, 

Lrving in that which all things elfe deftroyes. 


Gerh. 
So flow Bootes underneath him fees Berial 
In th’icie IlandsGollings hatcht of trees, rane 
Whofe fruitful leaves falling into the water, 
Are turn’d(tis known) to living fow!s foon after 


So rotten planks of broken fhips, do change 
ToBarnacles. Od transformation ftrange| 
Twas firft a green tree,then a broken hull, 
Lately a Mufhroom, now a flying Gull. 


V7,.0hmy good Matter,this morn- 
ing walk has been {pent to my great 
pleafure and wonder: but I pray, 
when fhall I have your direction 
how to make Artificial flyes, like to 
thofe that the Trout loves beft? and 
alfo how to ufe them? 


H 4 Pye. 
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Pift. My honeft Scholer, it is 
now patt five of the Clock, we will 
fifh til nine,and then gotoBreakfatt: 
Go you to yonder Sycamore tree, 
and hide your bottle of drink un- 
der the hollow root of it; for about 


that time, and in thatplace, we wil 


make a brave Breakfaft with a piece 
of powdered Bief, and a Radith or 
two that I havein my F ifh-bag; we 
fhall, I warrant you, make a good 
honeft, wholfome, hungry Break- 
faft,and I will give you direétion for 
the making and ufing of your fly: 
and in the mean time, there is your 
Rod and line;and my advice is,that 
you fifh as you fee mee do, and 
lets try which can catch the fart 
fith. : 

Viat. Ithankyou, Matter, I will 
obferve and practice your direction 
as far as I am able. 

Pifc. Look you Scholer, you fee 
I have hold of a good fith: I now 
fee itis a Trout ; I pray put that net 

under 


The Complete Angler. 


under him, and touch not my line, 
for if you do, then wee break all. 
Well done, Scholer, I thank you. 
Now for an other. Truft me, I 
have another bite: Come Scholer, 
come lay down your Rod, and help 
me to land this as you did the other. 
So, now we {hall be fure to have a 
good difh of fith for fupper. 

Viat. IT am glad of that, but I 
have no fortune; fure Matter yours 
is a better Rod, and better Tack- 
ling. 

Pifc. Nay then, take mine and 
I will fth with yours. Look you, 


Scholer, Ihave another: come, do 


as you did before. And now I have 
a bite at another. Oh me he has 
broke ail, there’s half a line anda 
good hook loft, 

Viat. Matter, Ican neither catch 
with the firft nor fecond Angle; I 
have no fortune, 

Pifc. Look you, Scholer, I have 
yet another: and now having caught 


three 
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three brace of Trouts, I will tel you 
a fhort Tale as we walk towards our 
Breakfaft. AScholer (a Preach- 
er Ifhould fay) that was to preach 
to procure the approbation of a Pa- 
rifh, that he might be their Le¢ctu- 


rer, had got from a fellow Pupil of 


his the Copy of a Sermon that was 
firft preached with a greatcommen- 
dation by him that compofed and 
prechtit; and though the borrower 
of it preach’t it word for word,as it 
wasatfirft,yet it was utterly diflik’d 
as it was preach’d by the fecond; 
which the Sermon Borrower com- 
plained of to the Lender of it, and 
wasthus anfwered; I lent you indeed 
my Fiddle, but not my Fiddlefiick ; 
and you are to know,that every one 
cannot make mufick with my words 
which are fitted for my own mouth. 
And fo my Scholer , you are to 
know, that as the ill pronunciation 
or ill accenting of a word ina Ser- 
mon fpoiles it, fo the ill carriage of 

your 
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your Line, or not fifhing even to a 
foot in a right place, makes you lofe 
your labour: and you are to know, 
that though you have my Fiddle, 
that issmy very Rod and Tacklings 
with which you fee I catch fith, yet 
you have not my Fiddle ftick, that 
is,skill to know how to carry your 
hand and line; and this muft be 
taught you(for you are to remember 
I told you Angling is an Art) either 
by practice,or a long obfervation,or 
both. 

But now lets fay Grace, and fall 


to Breakfaft; what fay you Scholer, 


to the providence of an old Angler? 
Does not this meat tafte well? and 
was not this place well chofen to eat 
it? for this Sycamore tree will thade 

us from the Suns heat. | 
Viat. Allexcellent good,Matter, 
and my ftomack excellent too; I 
have been at many coftly Dinners 
that have not afforded me half this 
content: and now good Mafter,to 
your 
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your promifed direction for ma- 
king and ordering my Artificiall 
flye. 


Pifc. My honeft Scholer, I will 


_do it, for itisa debt due unto you, 


by my promife: and becaufe you 
fhall not think your felf more enga- 
ged to me then indeed you really 
are, therefore I will tell you freely, 
Ifind Mr. Thomas Barker (a Gentle- 
man that has {pent much time and 
money in Angling) deal fo judicial- 
ly and freely ina little book of his 
ofAngling,and efpecially of makin g 
and Angling with a fe for a Trout, 
that I will give you his very directi- 
ons without much variation, which 


fhal follow. 


Let your rod be light, and very 
gentle, I think the beft are of two 
pieces; the line fhould not exceed, e- 
{pecially for three or four links to- 
wards the hook) I fay, not ex- 
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ceed three or four haires; but if 
you can attain to Angle with one 
haire, you will have more rifes, 
and catch more fifth. | Now you 
muift bee fure not to cumber your- 
felfe with too long a Line, as moft 
do: and before you begin to an- 
gle, caft tohave the wind on your 
back, and the Sun (if it fhines) to 
be before you, and to fith down 
the ftreame) and carry the point 
or top of the Rod downeward ; 
by which meanes the fhadow of 
your felfe, and Rod too will be the 
leaft offenfive to the Fith, forthe 


fight of any fhadow amazes the 


fifh , and fpoiles your {port, of 
which you muft take a great 
care. ; 


In the middle of March (till 
which time a man (fhould not in 
honeftie catch a Trout) or in A- 
pri,if the weather be dark,or a lit- 
tle windy, or cloudie,the bet fithing 
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is with the Pa/mer-worm, of which I 
laft {poke to you; but of thefe there 
be divers kinds, or at leaft of divers 
colours, thefe and the May-fy are 
the ground of all fy-Angling,which 
are to be thus made: 

Firft you muft arm your hook, 
with the line in the infide of it; then 
take your Sciffers and cut fo much 
of a browne Ma/ards feather as in 
your own reafon wil make the wings 
of it, you having withall regard to 
the bignefs or littlenefs of your 
hook, : then lay the outmoft part of 
your feather next to your hook,then 
the point of your feather next the 
fhank of your hook; and having fo 
done, whip it three or four times 
about the hook with the fame Silk, 
with which your hook was armed, 
and having made the Silk faft, take 
the hackel of a Cock or Capons neck, 
or aP/overs top,which is ufually bet- 
ter; take off the one fide of the fea- 
ther, and then take the hackel, Silk 
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or Crewel, Gold or Silver thred, 
make thefe faft at the bent of the 
hook, that isto fay, below your ar- 
ming) then you mutt take the hack- 
el, the filver or gold thred, and work 
it up to the wings, fhifting or {til re- 
moving your fingers as you turn the 
Silk about the hook: and ftill look- 
ing at every {top or turne that your 
gold, or what materials foever you 
make your Fly of, do lye right and 
neatly ; and if you find they do fo, 
then when you have made the head, 
make all faft, and then work your 
hackel up to the head, and make 
that fait; and then with a needle or 
pin divide the wing into two, and 
then with thearming Silk whip ita- 
bout crofs-wayes betwixt the wings, 
and then with your thumb you mutt 
turn the point of the feather towards 
the bent of the hook, and then work 
three or four times about the fhank 
of the hook and then view the 
proportion, and if all be neat, and 

to 
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to your liking, faften. 

I confefs, no direction can be gi- 
ven to make a man of a dull capaci- 
ty able to make a flye well; and yet 
I know, this, with alittle practice,wil 


_ helpandingenuous Angler ina good 


degree; but to fee a fly made by a- 
nother, is the beft teaching to make 
it, and then an ingenuous Angler 
may walk by the River and mark 
what fly falls onthe water that day, 
and catch one of them, if hefeethe 
Trouts leap at a fly of that kind, and 
having alwaies hooks ready hung 
with him, and having a bag alfo, al- 
waies with him with Bears hair, or 
the hair of a brown or fad coloured 
Heifer,hackels of a Cock or Capon, 
feveral coloured Silk and Crewel to 
make the body of the fly,the feathers 
of a Drakes he ad, black or brown 
fheeps wool,orHogs wool, or hair, 
thred of Gold, and of filver; filk 
of feveral colours (efpecially fad 
coloured to make the head-:) and 

there | 
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there be alfo other colour’d feathers 
both of birds and of peckled 
fowl. Tfay,having thofe with him 
in a bag, and trying to makea flie, 
though he mifs at firft,yet fhal he at 
laft hit it better,evento a perfection 
which nonecan well teach him ; and 
if he hit to make his fie right, and 
have the luck to hit alfo where 
there is ftore of /routs, anda right 
wind, he fhall catch fuch ftore 
of them, as will encourage him to 
grow more and more in love with 
the Art of fie-making. 

Viat. But my loving Matter, if 


any wind will notferve, then I with 


I were in Lapland, to buy a good 
wind of one of the honeft witches, 
that fell fo many winds, and fo 
cheap. 

Pifc. Marry Scholer, but I would 
not be there, nor indeed from under 
this tree; for look how it begins to 
rain, and by the clouds(if I miftake 
not /we fhall prefently have a {moa- 

at king 
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king fhowre ; and therefore fit clofe, 
this Sycamore tree will {helter us; and 
I will tell you,as they fhall come into 
my mind, more obfervations of flie- 
fifhing for a Trout. 

But firft,for the Winde; you are 
to take notice that of the windes the 
South winde is {aid to be beft. One 
obferves, That 


VV hen the winde ts fouth, 


It blows your bait into a fifhes mouth. 


Next to that,the we/f winde is be- 
lieved to be the beft: and having 
told you that the Ea/ winde is the 
worft, I need not tell you which 
winde is beft in the third degree: 
And yet (as So/omon obferves, that 
Hee that confiders the winde {hall ne- 
ver fow: fo hee that bufies his head 
too much about them, (if the wea- 
ther be not made extreme cold by 
an Eaft winde) fhall be a little fu- 
perftitious : for as it is obferved by 
fome, That there is no good horfe 

of 
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of abad colour; fo I have obfer- 
ved, thatifitbe a clowdy day, and 
not extreme cold, let the winde fit 
in what corner it will, and do its 
worft. And yet take this for a 
Rule, that I would willingly fith 
en the Lee-fhore: and you are to 
take notice, that the Fith lies, or 
{wimms-neerer the bottom in Win- 
ter then in Summer, andalfo neerer 
the bottom in any cold day. 

But I promifed to tell you more 
of the Flie-fithing fora Trout,(which 
I may have time enough to do, for 
you tee itrainsMay-butter. ) Firftfor 
a May-flie, you may make his body 
with greenifh coloured crewel, or 
willow colour; darkning it in moft 
places, with waxed filk, or ribd 


with a black hare, or fome of them ~ 


rib’d with filver thred ; and fuch 
wings for the colour as you fee the 
flie to have at that feafon;nay at that 
verydayonthewater. Or you may 
make the Oak-fe with an Oran ge- 
I 2 tawny 
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tawny and black ground, and the 
brown of a Mallards feather for the 
wings; and you are to know, that 
thefe twoare moft excellent fes,that 
is, the May-fie and the Oak-fie : 
And let me again tell you, that you 
keep asfar from the water as you can 
pofsibly, whether you fifth with a flie 


orworm, and fifth down the ftream; 


_ and when youfith with a flie, if itbe 


pofsible, let no part of your line 
touch the water, but your flie only; 
and be {til moving your fly upon the 
water, or cafting it into the water; 
you your felf,being alfo alwaies mo- 
ving down the ftream. M’. Barker 
commends feverall forts of the pal- 
mer flies, not only thofe rib’d with 
filver and gold,but others that have 
their bodies all made of black, or 
fome with red,and a red hackel;you 
may alfo make the sawthorn-fre, 
whichisall black and not big,butve- 
ry {mal,the {mallerthe better; orthe 
oak-fly, the body of which is Orange 


colour 
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colour and black crewel, with a 
brown wing,ora filymade witha pea- 
cocks feather, is excellent in a bright 
day : you mutt be fure you want not 
in your Magazin bag, the Peacocks 
feather, and grounds of fuch wool, 
and crewel as will make the Grafs- 
hopper: and note, that ufually, the 
{malleft flies are beft; and note alfo, 
that, the light flie does ufually make 
moft {port ina dark day: and the 
darkeft and leaft fie in a bright or 
cleare day; and laftly note, that you 
are to repaire upon any occation to 
your Magazin bag, and upon any 
occafion vary and make them ac- 
cording to your fancy. 

And now I thall tell you, that the 
fifhing with a naturall flie is excel- 
lent,and affords much pleafure; they 
may be found thus, the May-fly u- 
fually in and about that month neer 
to the River fide, efpecially againtt 
rain; the Oak-flyon the Butt or bo- 
dy of an Oak or Ajh, from the be- 

I 3 ginning 
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einning of May to the end of Augu/t 


it is a brownifh fly, and eafie to be 
fo found, and ftands ufually with his 
head downward, that is to fay, to- 
wards the root of the tree; the fmal 
black fly,or awthorn fly is to be had 
on any Hawthorn buth, after the 
leaves be come forth; with thefe 
anda {hort Line (as I fhewed to An- 
ele for a Chub) you may dap or dop, 
and alfo witha Gra/hopper, behind a 
tree, or in any deep hole, {till ma- 
king it to move on the top of the 
water, as if it were alive, and {till 
keeping your felf out of fight, you 
fhall certainly have {port if there be 
Trouts; yea in a hot day, but e- 
{pecially in the evening of a- hot 
day. 

And now, Scholer, my directi- 
on for fly-fifhing is ended with this 
{howre, for it has done raining, and 
now look about you, and fee how 
pleafantly that Meadow looks, nay 
and the earth fmels as fweetly too, 

Come 
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Come let me tell you what holy 
Mr. Herbert faies of fuch dayes and 
Flowers as thefe, and then we will 
thank God thatwe enjoy them, and 
walk to the River and fit downquiet- 
ly and try to catch the other brace of 
Trouts, 


Sweet day, fo cool,fo calm, fo bright, 

The bridal of the earth and shte, 

Sweet dews hal weep thy fall to night, 
Jor thou muft die. 


Sweet Rofe,whofe hew angry and brave 
Bids the rafh gazer wipe his eye, 
Thy root is ever in its grave, 


and thou muff die. 
Sweet Spring fulof fweet days 8 rofes, 


A box where fweets compacted lie; 
My Mujick fhewes you have your clofes, 
and all muft die. 


Only a fweet and vertuous foul, 
Like feafoned timber never gives, 
Sus But 


120 


The Complete Angler. 


But when the whole world turns tocole, 
then chiefly lives. 


Viat, I thank you, good Matter, 
for your good direction for fly-fith- 
ing, and for the {weet enjoyment of 
the pleafant day, which is fo far {pent 
without offence to God or man: and 
I thank you for the fweet clofe of 
your difcourfe with Mr. Herberts 
Verfes, which I have heard, loved 
Angling;and I do the rather believe 
it, becaufe hehad a {pirit futable to 
Anglers , and to thofe Primitive 
Chriftians that you love, and have 
fo much commended. 

_ Pic. Well, my loving Scholer, 
and Iam pleafed to know that you 
are fo well pleafed with my dire¢tion 
and difcourfe ; and I hope you 
will be pleafed too, if you find a 
Trout at one of our Angles, which 
we leftin the water to fith for it felf; 
you fhall chufe which fhall be yours, 
and it is an even lay, one catches; 


And 
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And let me tell you, this kind of 
fifhing,and laying Night-hooks, are 
like putting money to ufe, for 
they both work for the Owners, 
when they do nothing but fleep, or 
eat,or rejoice, as you know wehave 
done this laft hour, and fate as qui- 
etly and as free from cares under this 
Sycamore, as Virgils Tityrusand his 
Melibeus did under theirbroad Beech 
tree: No life, my honett Scholer, 
no life fo happy and fo pleafant as 
the Anglers, unlefs it be the Beggers 
life in Summer; for then only 


they take no care, but areas happy - 


as we Anglers, 

Viat. Indeed Matter, and fo they 
be, as is witnefled by the beggers 
song, made long fince by Frank 
Davifon, a good Poet, who was 
not a Begger,thoughhe werea good 
Poet. Ss 

Pife. Can you fing it,Scholer? 

Viat. Sitdown a little, good Ma- 
fter,and I wil try, 

| Bright 
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Bright fhines the Sun,play beggers, play, 
here’s craps enough to ferve to day : 
What noife of viols 1s fo fweet 
As when our merry clappers ring 2 
What mirth doth want when beggers meet? 
A beggers life is for a King: 
Eat,drink and play, fleep when we lift, 
Gowhere we will fo ftocks be mift. 
Bright fbines the Sun, play beggers , Se. 


The world is ours and ours alone, 

For we alone have world at will; 

We purchafe not, all 15 Our OWN, 

Both fields and ftreets we beggers fill: 
Play beggers play, play beggers play, 
here’s [craps enough to ferve to day. 


A hundred herds of black and white | 
Upon our Gowns fecurely feed, 
And yet if any dare us bite, 
He dies therefore as fure as Creed: 
Thus beggers Lord it as they pleafe, 
And only beggers live at eafe : 
Bright fhines the Sun, play beggers play, 
here’s [craps enough to ferve to day. 
Pife. 
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Pic. I thank you good Scholer, 
this Song was well humor’d by the 
maker, and well remembred and 
fung by yuo; andI pray forget not 
the Ketch which you promifed to 
make againft night, for our Coun- 
try man honett Cordon will expect 
your Ketch and my Song, which I 
muft be fore’d to patch up, for it is 
fo long fince I learnt it, that I have 
forgot a part of it. But come, lets 
{tretch our legs a little in a gentle 
walk tothe River,and try what inte- 
reft our Angles wil pay us for lend- 
ing them fo long to be ufed by the 
Trouts. 

Viat. Ohme, look you Matter, 
afifth, a fith. 

Pic. Imarry Sir,that wasa good 
fifh indeed; if I had had the luck to 
have taken up that Rod, ’tis twenty 
to one he fhould not have broke my 
line by running to the Rods end, as 
you fuffered him; I would have 
held him, unlefs he had been fellow 


to: 
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to the great Trowr that is neer an ell 
long, which had hispicture drawne, 
and now tobe feen at mine Hofte 
Rickabies at the George in Ware; and 
it may be, by giving that Trout the 
Rod, that is, by cafting it to him in- 
to the water, I might have caught 
him at thelong run, for fo I ufeal- 
waiestodo when! meetwith an o- 
ver-grown fifh, and you will learn 
to do fo hereafter; for I tell you, 
Scholer, fifhing is an Art, or at 
leaft, itis an Art tocatch fith. 
Viat. But, Matter, will this Trout 
die, for itis like he has the hook in 
his belly ? 
Pic. Iwiltel you, Scholer,that un- 
lefs the hook be faft in his very 
Gorge, he willive, anda little time 
with the help of the water, wil ruft 
the hook,& it wilin time wear away 
as the gravel does in the horfe hoof, 
which only leaves a falfe quarter. 
And now Scholer, lets go to my 
Rod. Look you Scholer, I have 
3 a fifh 
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a fifh too, but it proves a logger- 
headed Chud; and this is not much 
amis, for this wil pleafure fome 
poor body, as we go to our lodg- 
ing to meet our brother Peter and 
honeft Coridon- Come, now bait 
your hook again, and lay it into the 
water, for it rains again, and we wil 
ev'n retire to the Sycamore tree, and 
there I wil give you more directions 
concerning fifhing; for I would 
fain make yon an Artift. 

Viat. Yes, good Matter, | pray 
letit be fo. 


Cirea Ps 
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Pie. EL, Scholer, 
VV now we are 
{fate downe 


and are at eafe, I fhall tel you a lit- 
tle more of Trout fifhing before I 
fpeak of the Sa/mon, (which I pur- 
pofe fhall be next) and then of the 
Pike or Luce. . You are to know, 
there is night as well as day-fifhing 
fora Trout , and thatthen the beft 
are out of their holds; and the man- 
ner of taking them is on the top of 
the water witha great Lod or Garden 
worm, or rather two; which you 
are to fifh for in a place where the 
water runsfomewhat quietly (forin 
a {tream it wil not befo well difcer- 
ned.) I fay,in a quiet or dead place 
neer to fome {wift, there draw your | 
bait over the top of the water to 

and 
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and fro, and if there bea good Trout 
inthehole, he wiltake it, efpecial- 
ly if the night be dark; for then he 
lies boldly neer the top of the water, 
watching the motion of any Frog or 
Water-moufe, or Rat betwixt him 
and the skie, which he hunts for if 
hefees thewater butwrinkle or move 
in one of thefe dead holes, where 
the great Trouts ufually lye neer to 
their hold. 

And you mutt fith for him with a 
{trong line, and not a little hook, 
and let him have time to gorge your 
hook, for he does not ufually for- 


fake it, as he oft will in the day-_ 


fifhing: and ifthe nightbe not dark, 
then fith fo with an Artificial fy of a 
light colour; nay he will fometimes 
rife at a dead Moufe or a piece of 
cloth, or any thing that feemes to 
{wim crofs the water,or to be in mo- 
tion: this is a choice way, but I 
have not oft ufed it becaufe it is void 
of the pleafures that fuch dayes as 

thefe 
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thefe that we now injoy, afford an 
Angler. 

And you are to know, that in 
Hamp-/bire, (which I think exceeds 
all Eng/and for pleafant Brooks, and 
{tore of Trouts) they ufe to catch 
Trouts in the night by the light of a 
Torch or ftraw, which when they 
have difcovered, they ftrike with a 
Trout {pear ; this kind of way they 
catch many,but I would not believe 
it till I was an eye-witnefs of it, nor 
like it now I have feen it. 

Viat. But Matter, do not Trouts 
fee us in the night? 

Pic. Yes,and hear,and {mel too, 
both then and in the day time, for 
Ge/ner obferves,the Ofter {mels a fifth 
forty furlong off him in the water; 
and that it may be true, is afirmed 
by Sir Francis Bacon (in the eighth 
Century of his Natural Hiftory) 
who there proves, that waters may 
be the Medium of founds, by de- 
mon(trating it thus, TAat if you knock 

[wo 
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éwo ftones together very deep under the 
water,thofe that ftand on a bank neer to 
that place may hear the notfe without a- 
ny diminution of it by the water.He al- 
{o offers the like experiment concer- 
ning the lettin § an Anchor fall by a 
very long Cable or rope ona Rock, 
or the fand within the Sea: and this 
being fo wel obferved and demon- 
{trated, as it is by that learned man, 
has made me to believe that Feles 
unbed themfelves, and ftir at the 
noife of the Thunder, and not only 
as fome think, by the motion or the 
ftirring of the earth, which is occaf,- 
oned by that Thunder. ~ 

And this reafon of Sir Francis By- 
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cons has made me crave pardon of “*¢”:79 


one that I laughtat, for affirming 
thathe knew Carps come to a cer. 
tain place ina Pond to be fed at the 
ringing of a Bel; and it fhall be a 
rule for me to make as little noife as 
Tcan when I ama fithing, until Sir 
Francis Baconbeconfu ted, which I 
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fhal give any man leave to do,and fo 
leave off this Philofophical difcourfe 
for a difcourfe of fifhing. 

Of which my next fhall be to tell 
you, itiscertain, that certain fields 
neer Lemffer, a'Town in Hereford- 
fbire,are obferved, that they make 
the Sheep that graze upon them 
more fat then the next, and alfo to 
bear finer Wool; that is to fay, 
that that year in which they feed in 
fuch a particular pafture, they fhall 
yeeld finer wool then the yeer before 
they came to feed in it, and courfer 
again if they fhall return to their for- 
mer pafture, and again return toa 
finer wool being fed in the fine wool 
ground. Which I tell you,that you 
may the better believe that I am cer- 
tain, IfI catch aT rout in one Mea- 


_ dow, he hall be white and faint,and 


very like to be Hwfe; and as cer- 
tainly if I catch a Trout in the next 
Meadow, he tfhal beftrong,and red, 
and /uffy, and much better meat : 

Truft 
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Truft me (Scholer) I have caught 


many a Trout in a particular Mea- 
dow,that the very fhape and inamel- 
led colour of him, has joyed me to 
look upon him, andI have with So- 
lomon concluded | Every thing is 
beautifull in bis feafon. 


It is now time to tell you next, 
(according to promife) fome obfer- 
vations of the Sa/mon: But firft, 
I wiltelyou there isa fith, called by 
fome an @mber, and by fome a 
Greyling, achoice fith,efteemed by 
many to be equally good with the 
Trout: it is a fith that is ufually a- 


bout eighteen inches long, he lives _ 


infuch ftreams as the Trout does ; 


and is indeed taken with the fame 


baitasa Trout is, for he will bite 
both atthe Minnow, the Worm, and 


the Fy, both Natura/ and Artifici- 


al: of this fith there be Many in 


Trent, and in the River that runs 


by Salsbury, and in fome other lef- ia 


| eee fer 


oe " " ‘ sh, } Sidhe Ries, “ 
aah ae oer aes ee a me] > Neale i¢ Lie Seat eh Meh 
Pak 


near 
i elaaeey * 249 


eneral 


& 


a fifh as the Trout, nor to me either 


of which 


ill now take my leave, 
my promifed Obferva- 
Salmon, and a little ad- 


the 
for the catch 


1S ; 
im. 


out 
ingh 


& 
&Q 
S 

N 
DS 

a 
yj 
S 

Oo 
YS 

2 

w 


f 


tions o 
vice 


fo good toeat, or fo pleafant to 


fer Brooks; but he is not fo 


fith for as the Tr 


two fifhes I w 
and come to 


132 


! - ‘ Pd ‘ pty ; lone = = e Stide e $4. 
: ” ee , “é ohn rider Cage ek wey ia, as Bhat dab t ee irks re: <7 : , / ‘. i) 
‘oats Va haglt 2 be Co hay charts. lv inhwns Aye th ey md pe Pd] Ag eye , uf J 
i. eee Sots oh ae ene tale Sout writ oc cabo er obey me neh see operat : 
4 fare $c a ie Webi att alg Zh a a be Bly UN Wot ot aoe a ide es art ue v3 ae Se aaa a? mes 
; "i o a 2 A LS hol Pot or et te Bi acon Eee ital ante bP ig cena tare os a gets aig , A fren i are Tey 
. eae a at , a gma <a ye PU POE OF LE Ct ae bain atta i aie Sug Oa Adee Spent Sy Sven . “ TT ' 
e ‘he. ae eet Si pte on So eee * an Eee Y a. prigh arts, “oe Pe RA te 


es 
af * ryt 


The Complete Angler. 


Set AP. VI. 


HE Salmon is ever bred in 

the frefh Rivers ( and in 
moft Rivers about the 

month of dugu/?) and never grows 
big but in the Sea; and there to an 
incredible bignefs in a very fhort 
time ; to which place they covet to 
{wim, by the inftiné of nature, about 
a fet time: but if they be ftopp’d by 
Mills, Floud-gates or Weirs, or be 
by accident loft in the freth water, 
when the others go (which isufual- 
ly by flocks or fholes) then they 
thrive not. ) 
And the old Sa/mon,both the Me/- 


ter and Spawner, ftrive alo to get 


into the Sea before Winter; but be- 


ing ftopt that courfe, or loft; gro v 
fick in frefh waters, and by degrees 
unfeafonable, and kipper, that IS, 
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to have a bony griftle, to grow (not 
unlike a Hauks beak) on oneof his 
chaps, which hinders him from 
feeding , and then he pines and 
dies. 

Butifhe gets to Sea, then that gri- 
{tle wears away, or is caft off (as the 
Eagle is faid to caft his bill) and he 
recovers his {ftrength, and comes 
next Summer to the fame River, (if 
it be poffible) to enjoy the former 
pleafures that there poffefthim; for 
(as one has wittily obferved) he has 
(like fome perfons of Honour and 
Riches, which have both their win- 
ter and Summer houfes) the frefh 
Rivers for Summer, and the falt 
water for winter to {pend his life in; 
Iinhis Hi. Which is not (as Sir Francis Bacon 
ey gt hath obferved) above tenyears: And 
Death, it is to be obferved,that though they 
| grow big in the Sea, yet they grow 
not fat but in frefh Rivers; and it - 
isobferved, thatthe farther they get 

from the Sea, the better they be. 
And 
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And it is obferved, that, to the 
end they may get far from the Sea, 
either to Spawne or to poflefs the 
pleafure that they then and there 
find, they will force themfelves o- 
ver the tops of Weirs, or Hedges, or 
/tops in the water, by taking their 
tails into their mouthes, and leaping 
over thofe places, even to a height 
beyond common belief: and fome- 
times by forcing themfelves againtt 
the f{treame through Sluces and 
Floud-gates, beyond common cre- 
dit. And ’tis obferved by Gefner, 


thatthereisnone biggertheninZ ng- 


land, nor none better then in- 


Thames. 

And for the Salmons fudden 
growth,it has been obferved by ty- 
ing a Ribon in the tail of fomenum- 
ber of the young Sa/mons, which 
have been taken -in Weires, as they 
{wimm/’d towards the falt water,and 
then by taking a part of them again 
with the fame mark, at the fame 

K 4 place 
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place,at their returne from the Sea, 
which is ufually about fix months 
after; andthe like experiment hath 
been tried upon young Swallows, 
who have after fix months abfence, 
been oferved to return to the fame 
chimney, there to make their nefts, 
and their habitations for the Sum- 
mer following; which hath inclined 
many to think, that every Sa/mon 
ufually returns to the fame River in 
which it was bred, as young Pigeons 
taken out of the fame Dove-cote,have 
alfo been obferved to do. 

And you are yet to obferve fur- 
ther, that the He Sa/mon s ufually 
bigger then the Spawner, and that he 
ismore kipper, & lefs able to endure 
a winter in the frefh water, then the 
She is; yet fhe isat that time of look- 
ing lefs kipper and better, as watry 
and as bad meat. 

And yet you are to obferve, that 
as-there is no general rule without 
an_exception, fo there is fome few 

Rivers 
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Rivers in this Nation that have 
Troutsand Salmon in feafon in win- 
ter. But for the obfervations of that 
and many other things, I mutt in 
mannersomut,becaufe they wil prove 
too large for our narrow compaf{s of 
time, and therefore I thall next fal] 
upon my direction how to fith for 
the Sa/mon. 

And for that, firft, you {hall ob- 
ferve, that ufually he ftaies not long 
in a place (as Trouwts wil) but (as I 
faid) covets {till to go neerer the 
Spring head; and that he does not 
(asthe Trout and many otherfith) lie 


neer the water fideorbank, orroots 


of trees, but fwims ufually in the 
middle, andneer the ground; and 
that there you are to fith for him ; 
and that he is to be caught as the 
Trout is, witha Worm, a Minnow, 
(which fome call-a Penge) or with a 

Fly, 
And you are to obferve, that he is 
very, very feldom obferved to bite 
at 
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at a Minnow (yet fometime he will) 
and not oft at a fy,but more ufually 
at a Worm, and then mott ufually at 
a Lob or Garden worm, which fhould 
be wel fcowred, thatisto fay, feven 
or eight dayes in Mofs before you 
fifth with them; and if you double 
your time of eight into fixteen, or 
more,into twenty or more days, it 1s 
{till the better,for the worms will {til 
be clearer, tougher, and more lively, 
and continue fo longer upon your 
hook. 

And now I fhall tell you, that 
which may be called afecret: I have 
been a fifhing with old Over Henly 
(now with God) a noted Fifher, 
both for Trout and Sa/mon,and have 
obferved that he would ufually take 
three or four worms out of his bag 
and put them into a little box in his 
pocket, where he would ufually let 
them continue half an hour or more, 
before he would bait his hook with 
them; I have ask’d him his reafon, 

and 
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and he has replied He did but pick the 
beft out to be in a readine/; againft he 
baited his hook the next time: But he 
has been obferved both by others, 
and my felf,to catch more fith then 
I or any other body, that has ever 
gone afifhing with him,could do, e- 
{pecially Sa/mons; and I have been 
told lately by one of his moft inti- 
mate and fecret friends, that the box 
in which he put thofe worms was a- 
nointed with a drop, or two, or three 
of the Oil of /vy-berries,made by ex- 
preflion or infufion, and that by the 
wormes remaining in that box an 
hour, ora like time, they had incor- 
porated a kindof {mel that was irre- 
fiftibly attractive,enough to force a- 
ny fifh, within the {mel of them, to 
bite. This I heard not long fince 
from a friend, but have not tryed it; 
yet I grant it probable, and refer my 


Reader to Sir Francis Bacons Natu- 


ral Hiftory, where he proves fifhes 
may hear; and I am certain Ge/ner 
fayes 
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fayes, the Otter can {mell in the wa- 
ter, and know not that but fifh may 
do fo too: ’tis left for a lover of An- 
gling, or any that defires to improve 
that Art,to try this conclufion. 

I fhallalfo impart another expe- 
riment (but not tryed by my felfe) 


' whichIwildeliverinthefamewords 


asit was by a friend, given me in . 
writing. 

Take the ftinking oil drawnout of 
Poly pody of the Oak, by a retort 
muxt with Turpentine, and Hive- 
honey,and annotnt your batt therewith, 
and it will doubtleffe draw the fifb to 
it. 

Butin thefe things I have no 
great faith, yet grant it probable, 
and have had from fome chimical 
men (namely, from Sir George Ha- 


flings and others) an affirmation of 


them to be very advantageous: but 
no more of thefe, efpecially not in 
this place. 

ee aa here, before I take my 


leave 
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leave of the Sa/mon, tell you, that 
there is more then one fort of them, 
as namely, a Tecon, and another 
called in fome places a Samler, or by 
fome,a Skegger: but thefe (and o- 
thers which I forbear to name) may 
be fith of another kind, and differ, 
as we know a Herring and a Pilcher 
do; but muft by me be left to the 
difquifitions of men of more leifure 
and of greater abilities, then 1 pro- 
fefs my felf to have. 

And laftly, Iam to borrow {o 
much of your promifed patience, 


as to tell you, that the Trout or Sa/- 


mon, being in feafon, have at their 
firft taking out of the water (which 
continues during life) their bodies 
adorned, the one with fuch red 
{pots, and the other with black or 
blackith fpots, which gives them 
fuch an addition’ of natural beau- 
tie, asI (that yet am no enemy to 
it) think was never given to any 
woman by the Artificial Paint or 

| Patch- 
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Patches in which they fo much 
pride themfelves in this age. And 
{fo I fhall leave them and proceed 
to fome Obfervations of the 
Pike. 


nena Stee a ee ee 


Be ON gee fh S 


that the Luce, or Pikre//, 

_ or Pzke breeds by Spaw- 

ning; and yet Ge/ner fayes, that 

fome of them breed, where none e- 

ver was, out of a weed called Pzé- 

rell-weed, and other glutinous mat- 

ter, which with the help of the Suns 

heat proves in fome particular ponds 

(apted by nature for it) to become 
Pikes. 

Sir Francis Bacon obferves the Pike 
to be the longeft lived of any freth 
water fifh, and yet that his life is 

not 


Pifc. I: is not to be doubted but 
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not ufually above fortie years; and 
yet Ge/ner mentions a Pike taken in 
Swedeland in the year 1449, with a 
Ring about his neck, declaring he 
was put into the Pond by Frederick 
the fecond, more then two hundred 
years before he was laft taken, asthe 
Infcription of that Ring, being 
Greek, was interpreted by the then 
Bifhop of Worms. But of this no 
more, but thatitis obferved that the 
old or very great Pies have in them 
more of {tate then goodnefs ;_ the 
{maller or middle fiz’d Pikes being 
by the moft and choiceft palates ob- 
ferved to be the beft meat: but con- 
trary,the Eele is obferved to be the 
better for age and bignefs. 

All Pikes that live long prove 
chargeable to their keepers, becaufe 
their life ismaintained by the death 
of fo many other fifth, even thofe of 
his owne kind, which has made 
him by fome Writers to bee called 
the Tyrant of the Rivers, or the Fre/h 


water 
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water-wolf, by reafon of his bold, 
greedy,devouring difpofition; which 
is fo keen, as Ge/ner relates, a man 
going to a Pond (where it feems a 
Pike had devoured all the fifth) to 
water his Mule, had a Pzke bit his 
Mule by the lips, to which the Pzke 
hung fo faft, that the Mu/e drew him 
out of the water, and by that acci- 
dent the owner of the Mus got the 
Pike; I tell you who relates it,and 
fhall with it tel you what a wife man 
has obferved, Jt zs a hard thing to 
perfwade the belly, becaufe it hath no 
ears. 

But if this relation of Ge/ners bee 
dif-believed, it is too evident to bee 
doubted that a Pzfe will devoure a 
fifh of his own kind, that fhall be 
bigger then this belly or throat will 
receive; and {wallow a part of him, 
and let the other part remaine in his 
mouth till the fwallowed part be di- 
ge{ted, and then fwallow that other 
part that was in his mouth, and fo 

put 
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putitover bydegrees. And it is ob- 
ferved, thatthe Pike will eat vene- 
mous things (as fome kind of Frogs 
are) and yet live without being 
harmed by them: for, as fome fay, 
he hasin him a natural Balfome or 
Antidote againit all Poifon: and 
others, that henever eats a vene- 


mous Frog till he hath firft killed — 


her, and then (as Ducks are obfer- 
_ ved todo to Frogs in Spawnin g time, 
at which time fome Frogs are ob- 
ferved to bevenemous) fo through- 
ly wafht her,by tumblin gherupand 
down in the water, that he may de- 
vour her without danger. “And 
Ge/ner affirms, that a Polonian Gen- 
tleman did faithfully affure him, he 
had feen two young Geefe at one 
time in the belly ofa Pike: and hee 
obferves, that in Spain there is no 
Pikes, and that the biggeft are in 
the Lake Thracimane in Italy,and the 
next, if not equal to them, are the 
Prkes of England. 

9 The 
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The Pike is alfo obferved to be a 
melancholly, and a bold fifh: Me- 
lancholly, becaufehe alwaies{wims 
or re{ts himfelfe alone, and never 
{wims in fholes, or with company, 
as Roach,and Dace, and moft other 
fifth do: And bold, becaufe he fears 
not a fhadow, orto feeorbe feen of 
any body, as the Trout and Chud, 
and all other fith do. 

And it is obferved by Ge/ner,that . 
the bones,and hearts,& gals of Pzkes 
are very medicinable for feveral 
Difeafes, as to {top bloud, to abate 
Fevers, to cure Agues, to oppofe 
or expel the infection of the Plague, 
and to be many wayes medicinable 
and ufeful for the good of mankind; 
but that the biting of a Pzke is vene- 
mous and hard to be cured. 

And it is obferved,thatthe Preis 
a fifh that breeds but once a year,and 
that other fifh (asnamely Loaches) 
do breed oftner; as we are certaine 
Pigeons do almoft every month,and 


yet 
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yet the Hawk, a bird of prey (as the 
Pike is of fifth) breeds but once in 
twelvemonths: andyou are to note, 
that his time of breedin g or Spawn- 
ing is ufually about the end of Fe- 
bruary; or fomewhat later,inMarch, 
as the weather proves colder or war- 
mer: and to note, that his manner 
of breeding is thus, a Heand a She 
Pikewill utually go together out of a 
River into fome ditch orcreek , and 
that theretheSpawner cafts her eggs, 
and the Melter hovers over her all 
that time that fhe is cafting her 
Spawn, but touches her not. I might 
fay more of this, but it might be 
thought curiofity or worfe, and 
fhall therefore forbear it , and take 
up fo much of your attention as to 
tell you that the beft of Pikes are 
noted to be in Rivers, then thofe in 
great Pondsor Meres, and the wortt 
in {mal Ponds. 


And now I fhall proceed to 


Ey give 
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give you fome directions how to 
catch this Prke. 


ee oe de 
TTC RCNG 


which you have with fo much pati- 
ence heard me talk of. 

Hisfeeding is ufually fh or frogs, 
and fometime a weed of his owne, 
called Pikrel-weed, of which I told 
you fome think fome Pes are bred; 
for they have obferved, that where 
no Pzkes have been put into a Pond, 
yet that there they have been found, 
and that there has been plenty of 

| that 
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that weed in that Pond, and that 
that weed both breeds and fceds 
them; but whether thofe Pies {0 
bred will ever breed by generationas 
the others do, I thailleave to the 
difquifitionsof men of more curio- 
fity and leifure then I profefs my felf 
to have; and thal] proceed to tell 
you, that you may fith fora Pike,ci- 
ther withaledger,ora walking-bait; 
and you are to note, that I call that 
a ledger whichisfix’d, or made to 
reft in one certaine place when you 
{hall be abfent; and that I call that 
awalking bait, which you take with 
you,and have ever in motion. Con- 


cerning which two, I thall give you — 


this direction, That your ledger 


bait is beft to be a livin g bait, whe-~ 


ther it be a fith or a Frog; and that 
you may make them live the lon ger, 
you may, or indeed you mutt take 

this courfe: 
Firft, for your live bait of fih, a 
Roch or Dace is (I think) beft and moft 
| tempting, 
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tempting, and a Pearch the longett 
liv’d ona hook; you muft take your 
knife, (which cannot be too fharp) 
and betwixt the head and the fin on 
his back, cut or make an infition,or 
{uch a {car as you may put the arm- 
ing wyer of your hook into it, with 
as little bruifing or hurting the fith 
as Art and diligence will enable you 
to do, and fo carrying your arming 
wyer along his back, unto, or neer | 
the tail of your fifth, betwixt the skin 
and the body of it, draw out that 
wyer or arming of your hook at an- 
other {car neer to his tail ; then tye 
him about it with thred,but no hard- 
er then of neceffitie you mutt to pre- 
vent hurting the fith; and the better 
to avoid hurting the fifh, fome have | 
a kind of probe to open the way, for 
the more eafie entrance and paflage 
of your wyer or arming: but as for 
thefe, time and a little experience 
will teach you better then Ican by 
words ; for of this I will for the pre- 

fent 
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fent fay no more, but come next to 
give you fome directions how to 
bait your hook with a Frog. 

Viat. But, good Matter, did not 
you fay even now, that fome Frogs 
were venemous, and is it not dange- 
rous to touch them ? 

Pifc. Yes,but I wil give you fome 
Rules or Cautionsconcerningthem: 
And firft, you are to note, there is 
two kinds of Frogs; that is to fay, 
(if I mayfo exprefs my felf) a fle/h 
and a fi/h-frog: by fleth frogs,I mean, 
Frogs that breed and live onthe land; 
and of thefe there be feveral forts 
and colours, fome being peckled, 
fome greenifh, fome blackith, or 
brown: the green Frog, which is a 
{mal one, is by Top/e// taken to be 
venemous; and {fo is the Padock, or 
Frog-Padock, which ufually keeps 
or breeds on the land, and is very 
large and bony, and big, efpecial- 
ly the She frog of that kind; yet thefe 
wil fometime come into the water, 

LL. 4 but 
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but itis not often; andthe land frogs 

are fome of them obferved by him, 

to breed by laying eggs, and others 

to breed of the flime and dutt of the 

earth, and that in winter they turn 

to flime again, and that the next 
Summer that very flime returns to 

be aliving creature; this is the o- 

Inhis 16s P1nion of Pliny: and* Cardanus un- 
Book, De dertakes to give reafon for the rain- 
donors ing of Frogs; but if it were in my 
power,it fhould rain none but water 

Frogs, for thofe I think are not ve- 
nemous, efpecially the right water 

Frog , which about February or 

March breeds in ditches by flime and 
blackifh eggs in that flime, about 

which timeofbreeding the He and 

She frog are obferved to ufe divers 

fimber falts, and to croke and make 
anoife,which theland frog,or Padock 

Jrog never does. Now of thefe water 

Frogs, you are tochufe the yellowetft 

that you can get, for that the Pike 

ever likes beft. And thus ufe your 

Frog, 
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Frog, that he may continue long a- 
live : 

Put your hook into his mouth, 
which you may eafily do from a- 
bout the middle of 4pr7/ till Auguft, 
and then the Frogs mouth grows up 
and he continues fo for at leaft fix 
months without eating, but is fu- 
{tained, none, but he whofe name js 
Wonderful, knows how. I fay, put 
yourhook, I mean the arming wire, 
through his mouth and out at his 
gills, and then with a fine needle 
and Silk fow the upper part of his 
leg with only one ftitch to the arm- 


ed wire of your hook, or tie the 


Jrogsleg above the upperjoint to the 
armed wire, and in fo doing ufe him 
as though you loved him, that is, 
harme ‘him as little as you may pof- 
fibly, that he may live the longer. 
And now, having given you this 
direction for the baiting your ledger 
hook with a live fith or frog, my 
next muft be to tell you, how your 


hook 
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hook thus baited muft or may be u- 
fed ; and it is thus: Having faftned 
your hook to aline,which if it be not 
fourteen yards long, fhould not be 
lefs then twelve; you are to faften 
that line to any bow neer to a hole 
whereaP7e is,or is likely tolye,or to 
have ahaunt,and then windyour line 
on any forked ftick,all yonr line, ex- 
cept a halfyard of it, or rather more, 
and fplit that forked ftick with fucha 
nick or notch at oneend of it, as may 
keep the line from any more of it ra- 
velling from about the ftick, then fo 
much of it as you intended; and 
chufe your forked ftick to be of that 
bignefs as may keep the /i/h or frog 
from pulling the forked ftick under 
the water till the Pzke bites , and 
then the Pzke having pulled the line 
forth of the clift or nick in which it 
was gently faftened, will have line e- 
nough to go to his hold and powch 
the bait: and if you would have this 
ledger bait to keep ata fixt place,un- 

diftur- 
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difturbed by wind or other acci- 
dents, which may drive it to the 
fhoare fide(for you are to note that 
it is likelieft to catch a Pike in the 
midft of the water) then hang a 
{mall Plummet of lead, a {tone, or 
piece of tyle, or a turfe in a ftring, 
and caft it into the water, with the 
forked ftick to hang upon the 
ground, to be as an Anchor to keep 
the forked ftick from moving out of 
your intended place till the Pie 
come. This I take to be a very 
good way, to ufe fo many ledger 
baits as you intend to make tryal of, 
Or if you bait your hooks thus, 
with live fith or Frogs , and in a 
windy day faften them thus to a 
bow or bundle of ftraw, and by the 
help of that wind can get them to 
move crofs a Pond or Mere, you 
are like to ftand ftill on the fhoar 
and fee {port,if there be any {tore of 
Pikes; or thefe live baits may make 
fport,being tied about the body or 
wings 
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wings of a Goofe or Duck, and fhe 
chafed over a Pond: and the like 
may be done with turning three or 
four live baits thus faftened to blad- 
ders, or boughs, or bottlesof hay, or 
flags, to fwim down a Rrver, whiltft 
you walk quietly on the fhore along 
with them, and are {till in expecta- 
tion of fport. The reft muft be 
taughtyou by practice, for time will 
not alow me to fay more of this 
kind of fifhing with live baits. 

And for your dead bait for a Pzke, 
for that you may be taught by one 
dayes going a fifhing with me or a- 
ny other body that fifhes for him, 
for the baiting your hook with a 
dead Gudgion or a Roch, andmoving 
it up and down the water, is too ea- 
fie a thing to take up any time to di- 
rect you to do it; and yet, becaufe 
I cut you fhort in that, I will com-_ 
mute for it, by telling you that that 
was told me for a fecret: it is 
this: | 
Diffolve 
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Spike, and therewith annoint your 
dead bait for a Pike, and then caft tt 
into a likely place,and when it bas layen 
a fhort time at the bottom, draw it to- 
wards the top of the water, and fo up 
the ftream, and it is more then likely 
that you have a Pike follow you with 
more then common eagerne/s. 

This has not been tryed by me, 
but told me by a friend of note, that 
pretended to do me a courtefie: but 
if this direétion to catch a Pike thus 
do you no good, I am certaine this 
direction how to rofte him when he 
is caught, is choicely good, for I 
have tryed it,and itis fomewhat the 
better for not being common; but 
with my dire@tion you muft take 
this Caution,thatyour Pikemuftnot 
be a {mal one. 

Firft open. your Pike at the gills, 
and if need be, cut alfo a little flit to- 
wards his belly; out of thefe, take his 
guts, and keep bis liver, which you 

are 
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are to {bred very mall with Time, 

Sweet Margerom, and a little Win- 

ter-Savoury; fo thefe put fome pick- 

led Oyfters,and fome Anchovis, both 

thefe laft whole ( for the Anchovis wil/ 
melt, and the Oyfters fhould not) to 

thefe you muft add alfo a pound of 

Sweet Butter which you are tomix with 
the herbs that are fhred, and let them 
all be well falted (if the Pike be more 

then a yard long, then you may put in- 
to thefe herbs more then a pound, or if 
be be lefs, then lefs Butter will fuf- 

fice :) thefe being thus mixt, with a 
blade or twoof Mace, muft be put in- 

to the Pikes belly, and then his belly 
Jowed up; then you are to thruft the 
Spit through his mouth out at his tail; 
and then with four, or five, or fix 

Split flicks or very thin laths, and a 
convenient quantitie of tape or filiting, 

thefe laths are to be tyed round about 

the Pikes body, from his head to his tail, 

and the tape tied fomewhat thick to pre- 

vent his breaking or failing off from 

: the 
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the [pit; let him be rofted very letfure- 
ly, and often bafted with Claret wine, 
and Anchovis, and butter mixt toge- 
ther, and alfo with what moifture falls 
Jrom him into the pan : when you have 
rofted him fufficiently, you are to hold 
under him (when you unwind or cut 
the tape that ties him) fuch a difb as 
you purpofe to eat him out of, and let 
him fall into it with the fawce that is 
rofted in bis belly; and by this means 
the Pike will be kept unbroken and 
complete; then to the fawce, which 
was within him, and alfo in the pan, 
you are toadd a fit quantity of the beft 
butter, and to fqueeze the juice of three 
or four Oranges: laftly, you may et- 
ther put into the Pike with the Oy- 
{ters, two cloves of Garlick, and take 
it whole out when the Pike ts cut off the 
Spit, or to give the fawce a hogoe, let 
the difh (into which you let the Pike 
Jall) be rubed with it; the ufing or 
not ufing of this Garlick ts left to your 
difcretion. 

This 
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This difh of meat is too good 
for any but Anglers or honeft 
men; and, I truft, you wil prove 
both, and therefore I have truft- 
ed you with this Secret. And 
now I fhall proceed to give you 
fome Obfervations concerning the _ 
Carp. | 
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a SN Ace a a Sel CO Scenes 


CHAP, VIII. 


Pife. H ECarp is a ftately, 
agood, and a fubtle 
fifth, a fifhthathath 
not (as it is faid) beenlong in Zng- 
land, but faid to be by one Mr.aMa/~ 
call (a Gentleman then living at 
Plumfted in Suffex) brought into this 
Nation : and for the better confir- 
mation of this, you are to remem- 
berI toldyou that Ge/uer fayes,there 
isnot a Prke in Spain, and that ex- 
cept the Eele, which lives longeft 
out of the water, there is none that 
will endure more hardnefs, or live 
longer thena Carpwill out of it, and 
fo the report of his being brought 
out of a forrain Nation into this, is 
the more probable. 
Carps and Loches are obferved to 
breed feveral months in one year, 


which 
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which moft other fifth do not, and 
it is the rather believed, becaufe 
you fhall fcarce or never take a Male 
Carp without a JZe/t, or a Female 
without a Roe or Spawn; and for 
the moft part very much, and efpe- 
cially all the Summer feafon; and 
itis obferved, that they breed more 
naturally in Ponds then in running 
waters, and that thofe that live in 
Rivers are taken by men of the 
beft palates to be much the better 
meat. 

And it is obferved, that in fome 
Ponds Carps will not breed, efpe- 
cially in cold Ponds ; but where 
they will breed,they breed innume- 
rably,ifthere be no Pzkes nor Pearch 
to devour their Spawn, when it is 
caft upon grafs, or flags, or weeds, 
where it lies ten or twelve dayes be- 
fore it be enlivened. : 

The Carp, if he have water room 
and good feed, will grow to a very 
great bignefs and length: I have 

heard 
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I never faw one above thirty three 
inches, which was a very great and 
goodly fith. 

Now as the increafe of Carps is 
wonderful for their number; fo 
there is not a reafon found out, I 
think, by any, why the fhould breed 
in fome Ponds, and not in others of 
the fame nature, for foil and all other 
circumf{tances; and as their breed- 
ing, fo are their decayes alfo very 
myfterious; I have both read it, 
and been told by a Gentleman of 
tryed honeftie, that he has knowne 
fixtie or more large Carps put into 
feveral Ponds neertoa houfe,where 
by reafon of the ftakes in the Ponds, 
and the Owners conftant being neer 
to them,itwasimpoflible they fhould 
be {tole away from him, and that 
when he hasafter three or fouryears 
emptied the Pond, and expected an 
increafe from them by breeding 
young ones (for that they might do 

M 2 {0 
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fo, he had, as the rule is, put in 
three Melters for one Spawner) he 
has, I fay, after three or four years 
found neither a young norold Carp 
remaining: And the like I have 
knownof onethat has almoft watch- 
ed his Pond, and ata like diftance 
of time at the fifhing of a Pond, 
found of feventy or eighty large 
Carps,notabove five or fix: and that 
he had forborn longer to fifh the 
faid Pond, but that he faw in ahot 
day in Summer, a large Carp {wim 
neer to the top of the water witha 


_ Frog upon hishead, and that he up- 


on that occafion caufed his Pond to 
be let dry: and I fay, of feventie or 
eighty Carps, only found five or fix 
in the faid Pond, and thofe very 
fick and lean, and with every one a 
Frog {ticking fo faft on the head of 
thefaid Carps, that the Frog would 
not bee got off without extreme 
force or killing, and the Gentle- 
man that did affirm this to me, told 

me 
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me he {aw it, and did declare his be- 
lief to be fand I alfo believe the 
fame ) that he thought the other 
Carps that were fo ftrangely loft, 
were fo killed by Frogs , and then 
devoured. 

But Iam faln into this difcourfe 
by accident, of which I might fay 
more, but it has proved longer then 
I intended, and poffibly may not to 
you beconfiderable; I fhall there-. 
fore give you three or four more 
fhort obfervations of the Carp, and 
then fall upon fome directions how 
you fhall fith for him. 

The age of Carps is by S. Fran- 
cis Bacon (in his Hiftory of Life and 
Death)obferved to be but ten years; 
yet others think they live longer:but 
moft conclude, that(contrary to the 
Prke or Luce) all Carpsare the bet- 
ter for age and bignefs; the tongues 
of Carpsare noted tobe choice and 
coftly meat, efpecially to them that 
buy them; but Ge/ner fayes, Carps 

M 3 have 
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have no tongues like other fifh, but 
a piece of flefh-like-fifh in their 
mouth like toa tongue, and may 
be fo called, but it is certain it is 
choicely good, and that the Carp is 
to be reckoned amongft thofe lea- 
ther mouthed fifth, which I told you 
have their teeth intheir throat, and 
for that reafon he is very feldome 
loft by breaking his hold, if your 
hook bee once ftuck into his 
chaps. 

I told you,that Sir Francis Bacon 
thinks that the Carp lives but ten 
years; but anus Dubravius (a Ger- 
mane as I think) has writ a bookin 
Latine of Fifh and Fifth Ponds, in 
which he fayes, that Carps begin 
to Spawn at the age of three yeers, 


and continue to dofo till thirty; he 


{ayes alfo, that in thetime of their 
breeding, which isin Summer when 
the Sun hath warmed both the earth 
and water, and fo apted them alfo 
for generation, that then three or 

four 
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four MaleCarpswillfollowaFemale, 
and that then fhe putting on afeem- 
ing coynefs, they force her through 
weeds and flags, where fhe lets fall 
her eggs or Spawn, which fticks faft 
to the weeds, and then they let fall 
their Melt upon it, and {o it be- 
comes in a fhort time to be a living 
fifh ; and, as I told you, it is 
thought the Carp does this feveral 
months in the yeer, and moft be- 
lieve that moft fith breed after this 
manner, except the Eele: and it is 
thought that all Carps are not bred 
by generation , but that fome 


breed otherwayes, as fome Prkes 


do. 


Much more might be faid out of 
him, and out of Ariffotle, which 
Dubravius often quotes inhis Dif- 
courfe, but it might rather perplex 
then fatisfie you, and therefore I 
{hall rather chufe to directyou how 
to catch, then fpend more time in 
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difcourfing either of the nature or 


the breeding of this Carg, 


or of any more circumftances con- 
cerning him, butyetI fhall remem- 
ber you of what I told you before, 
that he is a very fubtle fith and hard 
to be caught. 

And my firft direction is, that if 
you will fith for a Carp,youmutt put 
on a very large meafure of patience, 
efpecially to fith for a Rrver Carp: 
I have knowne a very good Fither 

angle 
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angle diligently four or fix hours in 
a day, for three or four dayes toge- 
ther for a River Carp,and not have a 
bite: and you are to note, that in 
fome Ponds it is as hard to catch a 
Carp as in a River; that is to fay, 
where they have ftore of feed, & the 
water is of a clayifh colour; but you 
are toremember,that I have told you 
there isnorulewithoutan exception, 
and therefore being poffeft with that 
hope and patience which I with to 
all Fifhers, efpecially to the Carp- 
Angler, I fhall tell you with what 
bait to fith for him; but that mutt 


be either early or ate, and let me — 


tell you,that in hot weather (for he 
will feldome bite in cold) you can- 
not bee too early or too late at 
if. 

The Carp bites either at wormes 
or at Pafte; and-of worms I think 
the blewifh MarfhorMeadow worm 
is beft; but poffibly another worm 
not too big may do as well, and fo 
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may a Gentle: and as for Paftes, 
there are almoft as many forts as 
there are Medicines for the Tooth- 
ach, but doubtlefs fweet Paftes are 
beft ; Imean,Paftes mixtwith ho- 
ney, or with Sugar; which, that 
you may the. better beguile this 
crafty fifh,fhould be thrown intothe © 
Pond or place in which you fith for 
him fome hours before you under- 
take your tryal of skil by the Angle- 
Rod: and doubtlefs,if it be thrown 
into the water a day or two before, at 
feveral times, and in {mal pellets, 
you are the likelier when you fith 
for the Carp, to obtain your defired 
{port: or ina large Pond, to draw 
them to any certain place, that they 
may the better and with more hope 
be fifhed for: you are to throw into 
it, in fome certaine place, either 
grains, or bloud mixt with Cow- 
dung,or with bran; orany Garbage, 
as Chickens guts or the like, and 
then fome of your {mal fweet pellets, 

with 
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with which you purpofe to angle; 
thefe {mal pellets,being few of them 
thrown in as you are Angling. 

And your Paite muft bee thus 
made: Take the flefh of a Rabet 
or Cat cut fmal,and Bean-flower,or 
(if not eafily got then) other flowre, 
_ and then mix thefe together,and put 
to them either Sugar, or Honey, 
which I think better, and then beat 
thefe together in a Mortar; or fome- 
times work them in your hands, 
(your hands being very clean) and 
then make it into a ball, or two, or 
three, as you like beft for your ufe: 
but you muft work or pound it fo 
long in the Mortar, as to make it fo 
tough as to hang upon your hook 
without wafhing from it,yet not too 
hard; or that you may the better 
keep it on your hook , you may 
kneade withyour Paftealittle(and 
not much) white or yellowith wool. 

And if you would have this Pafte 
keep all the year for any other a 

; then 
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then mix with it Virgins-wax and 
clarified honey, and work them to- 
gether with your hands before the 
fire; then make thefe into balls, and 
it will keep all the yeer. 

And if you fifh for a Carp with 
Gentles, then putupon your hook a 
fmall piece of Scarlet about this big- 
nefs fq, it being foked in, or an- 
nointed with Oy/of Peter, called by 
some, Oylof the Rock; and if your 
Gentles be put two or three dayes 
before into a box or horn anointed 
with Honey, and fo put upon y our 
hook, as to preferve them to be li- 
ving , you are as like to kill this 
craftie fifh this way as any other; 
but {till as you are fifhing, chaw a 
little white or brown bread in your 
mouth, and caft it into the Pond a- 
bout the place where your flote 
{wims. Other baits there be, but 
thefe with diligence , and patient 
watchfulnefs, will do it as well as 
any as I have ever practifed , or 

heard 
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heard of: and yet I fhall tell you, 
that the crumbs of white bread and 
honey made into a Patte, is a good 
bait for a Carp, and you know it is 
more eafily made. And having 
faid thus much of the Carp, my 
next difcourfe fhal be of the Bream, 
which fhall not prove fo tedious, 
and therefore I defire the continu- 
ance of your attention. 


CHAP. 
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Pie. HE Bream being at a 
full growth , is a 
large and ftately fith, 
he will breed both in Rivers and 
Ponds , but loves beft to live in 
Ponds, where, ifhe likes the aire, 
he will grow not only to be very 
large, but as fat asa Hog: he is by 
Ge/ner taken to be more pleafant or 
{weet then wholefome; this fith is 
long in growing , but breeds ex- 
ceedingly in a water that pleafes - 
him,yea,in many Ponds fo faft,as to 
over {tore them, and ftarve the other 
fith. 

The Baits good for to catch the 
Bream are many ; as namely,young 
Watfps, and a Pafte made of brown 
bread and honey, or Gentels, or 

efpecially 
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e{pecially a worm, a worm that is 
not much unlike a Magot, which 
you will find at the roots of Dacks,or 
of Flags, or of Ruj/hes that grow in 
the water, or watry places, and a 
Gra/hopper having his legs nip’d off, 
or a flye that is in fune and ‘Fuly to 
be found amongft the green Reed, 
growing by the water fide, thofe 
are {aid to bee excellent baits. I 
doubt not but there be many others 
thatboththe Breamand the Carpal- 
{o would biteat; but thefe time and 
expe rience will teach you how to 


find out: And fo having according | 


to my promife given you thefe fhort 
Obfervations concerning the Bream, 
I fhall alfo give you fome Obferva- 
tions concerning theTench,and thofe 


alfo very briefly. 


The Tench is obf{erved to love to 
livein Ponds;butif he be in a River, 
then in the ftill places of the River, 
he is obferved to be a Phyfician to 

other 
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other fifhes, and is fo called by ma- 


ny that have been fearchers into the 
nature of fith; and it is faid, that a 
Pike will neither devour nor hurt 
him, becaufe the Pzke being fick or 
hurt by any accident, is cured by 
touching the Tench, and the Tench 
does the like to other fifhes, either 
by touching them, or by being in 
their company. 

Randelitius {ayes in his difcourfe 
of fifhes (quoted by Ge/ner) that at 
his being at Rome, he faw certaine 
Jewes apply Tenches to the feet of a 
fick man for acure; and it is obfer- 
ved,that many of thofe people have 
many Secrets unknown to Chrifti- 
ans, fecrets which have never been 
written, but have been fuccefsfive- 
ly fince the dayes of Solomon (who 
knew the nature of all things from 
the Shrub to the Cedar) delivered 
by tradition from the father to the 
fon, and fo from generation to ge- 
neration without writing, or (unlefs 

it 
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it were cafually) without the leaft 
communicating them to any other 
Nation or Tribe (for to do fo, they 
account a profanation): yet this 
fith, that does by a natural’ inbred 
Balfome, not only cure himfelfe if 
he be wounded, but others alfo, 
lovesnottoliveinclear ftreams pa- 
ved with gravel, but in {tanding wa- 
ters, where mud and the wortt of 


weeds abound, and therefore itis, 
think, that this Tencé 


is by fo many accounted better for 
N Medi- 
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Medicinesthen for meat: but forthe 
firft,I am able to fay little; and for — 
the later, can fay pofitively, that 
he eats pleafantly ; and will there- 
fore give you a few, and but a 
few directions how to catch him. 

He will bite at a Pafte made of 
brown bread and honey, or at a 
Marfh-worm, or a Lob-worm; he 
will bite alfo atafmaller worm,with 
hishead nip’d off, anda Cod-worm 
put on the hook before the worm ; 
and I doubt not but that he will al- 
fo in the three hot months (for in 
the nine colder he ftirs not much) 
bite ata Flag-worm, or at a green 
Gentle, but can pofitively fay no 
more of the Tench, he being a fith 
that I have not often Angled for ; 
but I with my honeft Scholer may, 
and be ever fortunate when hee 
fifhes. 

Viat. I thank you good Mafter: 
but I pray Sir, fince you fee it ftill 
rains May butter, give me fome ob- 

ferva- 
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fervations and direétions concernin g 
the Pearch, for they fay he is botha 
very good and a bold biting fith, 
and I would faine learne to fith for 
him. 

Pic. You fay true, Scholer, the 
Pearch is avery good, and a very 
bold biting fith, he is one of the 
hfhes of prey, that, likethe Pike and 
Trout, carries histeeth in his mouth, 
not in his throat, and dare venture 
to kill and devour another fith; this 
fifh, and the Pre are (fayes Ge/ner) 
the beft of frefh water fith; he 
Spawns but once a year, and is by 
Phyficians held very nutritive; yet 
by many to be hard of digeftion: 
They abound more in the River 
Poe, and in England, (fayes Rande- 
/itius) then other parts, and have in 
their brain a ftone, which is in for- 
rain partsfold by Apothecaries, be- 
ing there noted to be very medicina- 
ble againft the ftone in the reins: 
Thefe be a part of the commendati- 
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ons which fome Philofophycal brain 
have beftowed upon the frefh-water 
Pearch, yet they commend the Sea 
Pearch, which is known by having 
but one fin on his back, (of which 
they fay, we Eng/i/h fee but a few) to 
be a muchbetter faith. 

The Pearch grows flowly, yet 
will grow, asI have been credibly 
informed, to be almoft two foot 
long; for my Informer told me, 


. fuch a one was not long fince taken 


by Sir Abraham Williams, a Gentle- 
man of worth, and a lover of Ang- 
ling,that yet lives,and I with he may: 
this was a deep bodied fifth; and 
doubtlefs durft have devoured a Pike 
of half his own length; for I have 
told you, he is a bold fith, fuch a 
one, as but for extreme hunger, the 
Pike will not devour; for to affright 
the Prke, the Pearch will fet up his 
fins, much like as a Turkie-Cock wil 

fometimes fet up his tail. 
But, my Scholer, the Pearch is 
not 
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not only valiant to defend himéelf, 
but he is (as you faid) a bold bitin Q 
fifh,yet he he will not bite at all fea- 
fons of the yeer; he is very abftemi- 
ous in Winter; and hath been ob- 
ferved by fome, not ufually to bite 
till the Mulberry tree buds, that is to 


fay, till extreme Frofts be paft for. 


that Spring; for when the Mulberry 
tree bloflomes, many Gardners ob- 
~ fervetheir forward fruit to be paft the 
danger of Frofts, and fome have 
made the like obfervation of the 
Pearches biting. 

But bite the Pearch will, and that 
very boldly, and as one has wittily 
obferved, if there be twentie or for- 
tie in a hole, they may be at one 
{tanding all catch’d one after ano- 
ther; they being,as he faies, like the 
wicked of the world, not afraid, 
though their fellowes and compa- 
nions perifh in their figh 
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And the baits for this bold fifh 


arenot many; I mean, he will bite 
as wellat fome, or at any of thefe 
three, as at any or all others what- 
foever; a Worm, a Minnow, ora 


little Frog (of whichyou may find 


many in hay time) and of worms, the 
Dunghillworm, called a drandling, 
I take to be beft, being well fcow- 
red in Mofs or Fennel; and if you 
fifh fora Pearch witha Minnow, then 
itis beftto be alive, you fticking 

your 
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your hook through his back fin, and 


letting him fwim up and down about 
mid-water, or a little lower, and 
you {till keeping him to about that 
depth, by a Cork, which ought 
not tobe avery light one: and the 
like way you are to fith for the 
Pearch with a fmall Frog , your 
hook being faftened through the 
skin of his leg, towards the upper 
part of it: And laftly, I will give 
you but this advife, that you give 
the Pearch time enough when he 
bites, for there was fcarfe ever a- 
ny ngler that has given him too 
much. And now IJ think beft to 
reft my felfe, for I have almoft 
{pent my fpirits with talking fo 
long. 

Viat. Nay, good Mafter, one 
fifh more, for you fee it rains ftill, 
and you know our Angles are like 
money put to ufury; they may 
thrive though we fit {till and do no- 
thing, but talk & enjoy one another. 

4 Come, 
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Come, come the other fith, good 
Matter. | 

Pi. But Scholer, have you. 
nothing to mix withthis Difcourfe, 
which now grows both tedious and 
tirefome ? {hall I have nothing 
from you thatifeems to have both 
a good memorie, and a chearful 
Spirit ? 

Viat. Yes, Mafter, I will {peak 
you a Coppie of Verfes that 
were made by Doétor Donne, and 
made to fhew the world that hee 
could make foft and fmooth Verfes, 
when he thought them fit andworth 
hislabour; and I lovethem the bet- 
ter, becaufe they allude to Rivers, 
and fifth, and fifhing. They bee 
thefe: 


Come live with me,and be my love, 
And we will fome new pleasures prove, 
Of golden fands,and Chriftal brooks, 
With filken lines and filver hooks. 
There 
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There will the River wifpering run, 
Warm’ d by thy eyes more then the Sun; 
And there th’ inamel’d fifh wil flay, 
Begging themfelves they may betray. 


When thou wilt fwim in that live bath, 
Each fifh, which every channel bath 
Moft amoroufly to thee will fwim, 
Gladder to catch thee, then thou him. 


If thou,to be fo feen, bee/t loath 

By Sun or Moon, thou darkneft both ; 
And, if mine eyes have leave to fee, 

I need not their light,having thee. 


Let others freeze with Angling Reeds, 
And cut their legs with fhels & weeds, 


Or treacheroufly poor fifh befet, 


With firangling fnares,or windowy net. 


Let coarfe bold hands, from flimy neft, 
The bedded fifh in banks outwre/t, 
Let curious Traitors fleave filk flies, 
To witch poor wandring fifhes eyes. 
For 
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For thee, thou needft no fuch decett, 
For thou thy felf art thine own bait ; 
Tha fifh that 1s not catch d ther eby, 
Is wifer far, alas,then I. 


Pifc. Well remembred, honeft 
Scholer,I thank, you for thefe choice 
Verfes, which I have heard former- 
ly, but had quite forgot, till they 
were recovered by your happie me- 
morie. Well, being I have now 
refted my felfa little, I will make 
you fome requital, by telling you 
fome obfervations of the Fe/z, for it 
rains ftill, and (as you fay) our An- 
gles are as money put to Ufe, that 
thrive when we play. 
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the Ee/e is both a goodand a 
moft daintie fifth; but moft men 
differ about his breeding; fome 
fay, they breed by generation as o- 
ther fifh do; and others, that they 
breed (as fome worms do) out of 
the putrifaction of the earth, and di- 
vers other waies; thofe that denie 
them to breed by generation, as o- 
ther fith do, ask, if any man ever faw 
an Ee/to have Spawn or Melt? and 
they are anfwered, That they may 
be as certain of their breeding, asif 
they had feen Spawn; for they fay, 
that they are certain that Ee/es have 
all parts fit for generation , like o- 
ther fifth, but fo {mal as not tobe ea- 
fily difcerned, by reafon of their fat- 
nefs; but that difcerned they may 
be 


a: isagreed by moft men, that 
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be; and that the Hee and the She 
Eele may be diftinguithed by their 
fins. 

And others fay, that Ee/es gTOw- 
ing old, breed other Ee/es out of the 
corruption of their own age, which 
sir Francis Racon fayes, exceeds 
not ten years. And others fay,that 
Eeles are bred of a particular dew 
falling in the Months of May or ‘fune 
on the banks of fome particular 
Ponds or Rivers (apted by nature 
for that end) which in a few dayes 
is by the Suns heat turned into Ee/s. 
I have feenin the beginning of ‘Fu/y, 
in a River not far from Canterbury, 
{ome parts of it covered over with 
young Fe/es about the thicknefs of a 
ftraw; and thefe Eeles did lye on the 
top of that water, as thick as motes 
are {aid to bein the Sun; and I have 
heard the like of other Rivers, as 
namely,in Severn, and in a pond or 


Mere in Stafford-fhire, where about 


a fet time in Summer, fuch fmall 
Feles 
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Eeles abound fo much, that many 
of the poorer fort of people, that in- 
habit near to it, take fuch Ze/es out 
of this Mere, with fieves or fheets, 
and make a kind of Eeh-cake of 
them, andeatitlikeasbread. And 
Ge/ner quotes venerable Bede to fay, 
thatin Exg/and there isan Iland cal- 
led E/y, by reafon of the innumera- 
ble number of Ee/es that breed in it. 
But that Ee/es may be bred as fome 
worms and fome kind of Bees and 
Wafps are, either of dew, or out of 
the corruption of the earth, feems to 
be made probable by the Barnacles 
and young Go/lings bred by the Suns 
heat and the rotten planks of an old 
Ship, and hatched of trees, both 
which are related for truths by Du- 
bartas, and our learned Cambden, 
and laborious Gerrard in his Her- 

ball. i ee 
It is faid by Randelitius,that thofe 
Eeles that are bred in Rivers, that 
relate to, or be neer to the Sea, ne- 
| ver 
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ver return to the frefh waters (as the 
Salmon does alwaies defire to do) 
when they have once tafted the falt 
water; and I do the more eafily be- 
lieve this, becaufe I am certain that 
powdered Bief is a moft excellent 
bait to catch an Zee: and S*. Fran- 
cis Bacon will allow the Zeles life to 
be but ten years; yet he in his Hi- 
{tory of Life and Death, mentions 
a Lamprey, belonging tothe Roman 
Emperor, to be made tame, and fo 
kept for almoft three {core yeers ; 
and that fuch ufeful and pleafant ob- 
fervations were made of this Lam- 
prey, that Crafus the Oratour(who 
kept her) lamented her death. 

It is granted by all, or moft men, 
that Ze/es,for about fix months (that 
is to fay, the fix cold months of the 
yeer) {tir not up and down, neither 
in the Riversnor the Pools in which 
they are, but get into the foft earth 
ormud, and there many of them 
together bed themfelves, and live 

with- 
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without feeding upon any thing (as 
Thavetold youfome Swa/ows have 
been obferved to do in hollow trees 
for thofe fix cold months); and this 
the Zee and Swallow do, as not be- 
ing able to endure winter weather; 
for Ge/ner quotes Albertus to fay, 
that in the yeer 1125 (that years 
winter being more cold then ufual) 
Eeles did by natures inftinét get out 
of the water into a ftack of hay in a 
Meadow upon dry ground, and 
there bedded themfelves, but yet at 
laft died there. I fhall fay no more 
of the Ze/e, but that, as it is obfer- 


ved,he is impatient of cold, fo it has 


been obferved, that in warm wea- 
ther an Ze/e has been known to live 
fivedaysoutofthewater. Andlaft- 
ly, let me tell you,that fome curious 
fearchers into the natures of fith, 
obferve that there be feveral forts or 
kinds of £eles , as the f/ver-Eek, 
and green or greeni/h Eel(with which 
the River of Thames abounds, and 

are 
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are called Gregs); and a blackith 
Eele, whofe head is more flat and 
biggerthen ordinary Zes ; and al- 
fo an Ze/e whofe fins are redith, and 
but feldome taken in this Nation 
(and yet taken fometimes): Thefe 
feveral kinds of Ze/es, are (fay fome) 
diverfly bred; as namely, out of 
the corruption of the earth, and by 
dew, and other wayes (fas I have 
{aid to you-) and yet itis affirmedby 
fome, that for a certain, the Sz/ver- 
Eele breeds by generation, but not 
by Spawning as other fifth do, but 
that her Brood come alive from her 
no bigger nor longer then a pin, 
and I have had too many tefti- 
monies of this to doubt the truth 
of it. 

And this Ze/e of which I have faid 
fo much to you,may be caught with 
divers kinds of baits; as namely, 
with powdered Bief, with a Lod or 
Garden-worm, witha Minnow, or 
gut of a Hen, Chicken, or with almoft 


any 


The Complete Angler. 


any thing, for he is a greedy fith: 
but the Fed feldome ftirs in the day, 
but then hides himfelfe, and there- 
fore he is ufually caught by night, 
with one of thefe baits of which I 
have fpoken, and then caught by 
laying hooks, which you are to faft- 
en to the bank,or twigs of a tree; or 
by throwing a ftring crof the 
{tream, with many hooks at it, and 
baited with the forefaid baits, and 
a clod or plummet, or ftone,thrown 
into the River with this line, thatfo 
you may in the morning find it neer 
tofome fixt place, and then take it 


up witha drag-hook or otherwife: | 


but thefe things are indeed toocom- 
mon to be fpoken of; and an hours 
fifhing with any dzgler will teach 
you better, both for thefe, and ma- 
ny other common thin gs in the pra- 
ctical part of Angling, then a weeks 
difcourfe. I fhall therefore con- 
clude this dire€tion for taking the 
Fele, by telling you, that ina warm 

O day 
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day in Summer, I have taken ma- 


ny a good Felk by /nighng, and 
have been much pleafed with that 
{port. 

And becaufe you that are but a 
young Angler, know not what /nzg- 
ling is, wil now teach it to you:you 
remember'l told youthat Eeles do 
not ufually ftir in the day time, for 
then they hide themfelvs under fome 
covert, or under boards, or planks 
about Floud-gates,or Weirs,orMils, 
or in holes in the River banks; and 
you obferving your time in a warm 
day, when the water is loweft, may 
take a hook tied to a ftrong line, or 
to a {tring abouta yard long, and 
then into one of thefe holes, or be- — 
tween any boards about a Mill, or 
under any great {tone or plank, ora- 
ny place where you think an E & 
may hide or fhelter her felfe, there 
with the help of a fhort ftick put in 
your bait, but leifurely, and as far 
as you may conveniently ; and it is 

tcarce 
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{carce to be doubted, but that if 
there bean Ee/ within the fight of it, 
the Fe/e will bite inftantly, and as 
certainly gorgeit; and you need not 
doubt to have him, if you pull him 
not out of the hole too quickly, but 
pull him out by degrees, for he ly- 
ing folded double in his hole, will, 
with the help of his taile, break all, 
unlefs you give him time to be wea- 
_ ried with pulling,and fo get him out 
by degrees; not pullin g too hard. 
And thus much for this prefent time 
concerning the Ze/e: I wil next tel 
you a little of the Barbe//, and hope 
with alittle difcourfe of him, tohave 
an end of this fhowr, and fal to fith- 


ing, for the weather clears upa little. 


O 2 CHAP. 
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et Ae I 


Pie. HE Barbell, is fo cal- 
\ led/fayes Ge/ner) from 

or by reafon of his 

beard, or wattles at his mouth, his 
mouth being under his nofe or chaps, 
and he is one of the leather mouthed 
fifth that has his teeth in his throat,he 
loves to live in very fwift ftreams, 
and where it is gravelly, and in the 
gravel will root or dig with his nofe 
like a Hog, and there neft himfelf, 
taking fo fafthold of any weeds or 
mofs that grows on ftones, or on 
piles about Wezrs, or Floud-gates, or 
Bridges, that the water isnot able,be 
it never fo fwift, to force him from 
the place which he feems to contend 
for: this is his conftant cuftome in 
Summer, when both he, ard moft 
living creatures joy and {port them- 
felves 
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{elves in the Sun; but at the ap- 
proach of Winter, then he forfakes 
the {wift ftreams and fhallow waters, 
and by degrees retires to thofe parts 
of the River that are quiet and deep- 
er; in which places, (and I think a- 
bout that time) he Spawns ; and as 
I have formerly told you, with the 
help of the Melter, hides his Spawn 
or eggs in holes, which they both 
dig in the gravel, and then they 
mutually labour to cover it with the 
fame fand to prevent it from being 
devoured by other fith. 

There be fuch ftore of this fith in 
the River Danudbie, that Randelitius 
fayes, they may in fome places of it, 
and in fome months of the yeer, be 
taken by thofe that dwel neer to the 
River,with their hands, eightor ten 
load at a time;he fayes, they begin to 
be good in May, and that they ceafe 
tobe foin Auguft; but it is found 
to be otherwife in this Nation: but 
thus far we agree with him,that the 

O 3 Spawn 
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Spawne of a Barbell is, if be not 
poifon, as he fayes, yet that it is 
dangerous meat, and efpecially in 
the month of A/ay; and Ge/ner de- 
clares, it had an ill effect upon him, 
to the indangering of his life. 

This fith is of a finecaft and hand- 
fome fhape, 


and may be rather faid not to be ill, 
then to bee good meat; the Chub 


and he have (I think) both loft a 
part of their credit by ill Cookery, 


they 


The C omplete Angler. 


they being reputed the worft or 
coarfeft of frefh water fith: but the 
Barbell affords an Angler choice 
{port, being a luftie and a cunning 
ith ; fo luftie and cunning as to en- 
danger the breaking of the Anglers 
line, by running his head forcibly 
towards any covert or hole, or bank, 
and then ftriking at the line,to break 
it off with his tail (as is obferved by 
Plutark, inhis book De induftria a- 
nimalium) and alfo fo cunning to 
nibble and fuck off your worme 
_ Clofe to the hook, and yet avoid 
theletting the hook come into his 
mouth. 

The Barée/lisalfocuriousfor his 
baits, that_is to fay, that they be 
clean and {weet ; that is to fay, to 
have your worms well fcowred,and 
not kept in fowre or mutftie. mo6; 
for at a well fcowred Lob-worm, he 
will bite as boldly as at any bait, e- 
{pecially, if the night or two before 
you fifth for him, you fhall bait the 

Oh a places 
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places where you intend to fith for 
him with big wormscut into pieces; 
and Gentles (not being too much 
fcowred, but green) areachoice bait 
for him, and fo is cheefe, which is 
not to be too hard, but kept a day 
or twoina wet linnen cloth tomake 
it tough; with this you may alfo 
bait the watera day or two before 
you fith for the Bardbe/, and be much 
the likelier to catch ftore; andif the 
cheefe were laid in clarified honey 
a {hort time before (as namely, an 
hour or two) you were {till the like- 
lier to catch fifth; fome have dire- 
cted to cut the cheefe into thin pie- 
ces, and tofte it, and then tye it on 
the hook with fine Silk: and fome 
advife to fith for the Barbe] with 
Sheeps tallow and foft cheefe beaten 
or work’d into a Pafte, and that it 
is choicely good in Augu/f?; and I 
believe it: but doubtlefs the Lob- 
worm well fcoured, andthe Gentle 
not too much fcowred, and cheefe 

ordered 
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ordered as I have directed, are baits 
enough, and I think will ferve in a- 
ny Month; though I {hall commend 
any Angler that tryes conclufions, 
and is induftrious to improve the 
Art. And now,my honett Scholer, 
the long fhowre, and my tedious 
difcourfe are both ended together ; 
and I fhall give you but this Obfer- 
vation, That when you fith for a 
Barbell, your Rod and Line be both 
long, and of good ftrength, for you 
will find him a heavy and a doged 
fifh to be dealt withal, yethe feldom 


or never breaks his hold if he beonce- 


{trucken. | 

And now lets go and fee what in- 
tereft the Trouts will pay us for let- 
ting our Angle-rods lye fo long and 
fo quietly in the water. Come, 
Scholer; which will you take up? 

Viat. Which you think fit, Ma- 
{ter. 

Pifc. Why, you fhall take up 
that; for I am certain by viewing 


the 


202 


The Complete Angler. 
the Line, it has a fith atit. Look 


you, Scholer, welldone. Come 
now, take up the other too; well, 
now you maytellmybrother Peter 
at night, that you have caught a 
leafe of Trouts this day. And now 
lets movetoward our lodging, and 
drink a draught of Red-Cows milk, 
as we go, and give pretty Maudlin 
and her mother a brace of Trouts for 
their fupper. | 

Viat. Matter, I like your moti- 
on very well, and I think it is now 
about milking time, and yonder 
they: be at it, ><. 

Pift. God fpeed you good wo- 
man,I thank you both for our Son gs 
laft night; land my companion had 
fuch fortune a fithing this day, that 
we refolve to give you and Maudiin 
a brace of Trouts for {upper, and we 
will now tafte adraught of your Red 
Cows milk. | 

Milkw. Marry, and thatyou thal 
with all my heart, and I will be ftill 

your 
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your debtor: when you come next 
this way, if you will but fpeak the 
word,I will make you a good Si//a- 
ub, and then you may fit down in a 
Hay-cock and eat itand Maud/in thal 
fit by and fing you the good old 
Song of the Hunting in Chevy Cha/e, 
or fome other good Ballad, for fhe 
hath good ftore of them: Maua- 
/in hath a notable memory. 

Viat. We thank you, and intend 
once in a Month to call upon you 
again, and give youa little warning, 
and {0 good night; good night 
Maudiin. And now, good Matter, 
lets lofe no time, but tell me fome- 
what more of fifhing ; and if you 
pleafe, firft fomething of fithing for 
a Gudgion. ) 

Pifc. Iwill, honeft Scholer. 
The Gudgion is an excellent fith to 
eat, and good alfo to enter a young 


Angler; he is eafie to bee taken. 


with a {malred worm at the ground 
and is one of thofe leather mouthed 


fith 
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fifh that has his teeth in his throat, 
and will hardly be loft off from the 
hook if he be onceftrucken: they be 
ufually {cattered up and down every 
River in the fhallows, in the heat of 
Summer; but in 4utome, when the 
weeds hegin to grow fowre or rot, 
and the weather colder, then they 
gather together, and get into the 
deeper parts of the water, and are to 
be fith’d for there, with your hook 
alwaies touching the ground, if you 
fifh for him with a flote or with a 
cork; but many will fith for the 
Gudgion by hand, with a running 
line uponthe ground without a cork 
as a Trout is fithed for,and it is an ex- 
cellent way. 
There is alfo another fith called 
a Pope, and by fome a Ruf, a fith 
that is not known to be in fome Ri- 
vers; itis much like the Pearch for 
his fhape, but will not grow to be 
bigger then a Gudgion ; he is an ex- 
cellent fith, no fith that fwims is of a 
| pleafanter 
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pleafanter tafte; and he is alfo 
excellent to enter a young Angler, 
for he is a greedy biter, and they 
will ufually lye abundance of them 
together in one referved place where 
the water is deep, and runs quietly, 
and an eafie Angler, if he has found 
where they lye, may catch fortie or 
hftie, or fometimes twice fo many at 
aftanding. 

There is alfo a Bkak,a fith that is 
ever in motion, and therefore cal- 
led by fome the River Swallow; for 
juft as you fhall obferve the Swallow 


to be moft evenings in Summer ever 


in motion, making fhort and quick 


turns when he flies to catch flies in 
the aire, by which he lives, fo does 
the Beak at the top of the water ; 
and this fifh is beft caught with a 
fine {mal Artificial Fly, which is to 
be of a brown colour, and very 
{mal, and the hook anfwerable: 
There is no better fport then whip- 
ping for Baks in a boat in a Sum- 

mers 
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mers evening, witha hazle top about 
five or fix foot long, and a line twice 
the length of the Rod. I have 
heard Sir Henry Wotton fay, that 
there be many that in /ta/y will catch 
Swallows {o, or efpecially Martins 
(the Bird-Angler ftanding on the 
top of a Steeple to do it, and witha 
line twice fo long, as I have {poke 
of ) and let me tell you, Scholer,that 
both Martins and Blekes be moft ex- 
cellent meat. 

I might now tell you how to 
catch Rochand Dace, and fome other 
fifh of little note,that I have not yet 
{poke of ; but you fee we are almoft 
atour lodging,and indeed if we were 
not, I would omit to give you any 
directions concerning them, or how 
to fifh for them, not but that they 
be both good fith (being in feafon) 
and efpecially to fome palates, and 
they alfo make the Angler good 
{port (and you know the Hunter 
fayes, there is more fportin huntin & 

the 
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the Hare,then in eating of her) butI 
will forbear to give you any directi- 
on concerning them, becaufe you 
may go afew dayes and take the 
pleafure of the freth aire, and bear 
any common Angler company that 
fifhes for them, and by that means 
learn more then any direction I 
can give you in words, can make 
you capable of; and I will there- 
fore end my difcourfe, for yonder 
comesour brother Peferand honett 
Coridon, but I will promife you that 
as you and I fifh, and walk to mor- 
row towards London, if I have now 
forgotten any thing that I can 
then remember, I will not keep it 
from you. 

Well met, Gentlemen, this is 
luckie th at we meet {0 juft together 
at this very door. Come Hottis, 
where are you? is Supper ready? 
come, firft give us drink, and be as 
quick as you can, for I believe wee 
areallveryhungry. Wel, brother 

| Peter, 
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Peter and Coridon to you both; 
come drink, and tell me what luck 
of fifh: we two have caught but ten 
Trouts, of whichmy Scholer caught 
three; look here’seight, anda brace 
we gave away: we have had a moft 
pleafant day for fifhing, and talking, 
and how returned home both weary 
and hungry, and now meat and reft 
will be pleafant. 

Pet. And Coridon and I have not 
had an unpleafant day, and yet I 
have caught but five Trouts; for in- 
deed we went to a good honett Ale- 
houfe, and there we plaid at fhovel- 
board half the day; allthe time that 
it rained we were there, and as mer- 
ry as they that fifh’d, and I am glad 
we are now with a dry houfe over 
our heads, for heark how it rains and 
blows. Come Hoftis, give us more 
Ale, and our Supper with what hafte 
you may, and when we have fup’d, 
lets have your Song, Pé/cator, and 
the Ketch that your Scholer promi- 

fed 
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ted us, or elfe Coridon wilbe doged. 

Pifc. Nay, I will not be worfe 
then my word, you fhall not want 
my Song, and I hope I fhall be per- 
fect in it. | 

Viat. And I hope the like for my 
Ketch, which I have ready too,and 
therefore lets go merrily to Supper, 
and then havea gentle touch at fing- 
ing and drinking; but the laft with 
- moderation. | 

Cor. Come,now for your Song, 
for we have fed heartily. Come 
Hoftis, give us a little more drink, 


and lay a few more fticks on the free: 


and now fing when you will. _ 
Pic. Well then, here’s to you 
Coridon ; arid now for my Song. 


Ob the brave Fifhers life, 
It 1s the beft of any, 
‘T1s full of pleafure,void of Strife, 
And tis below d of many : 
Other foyes 
are but toyes, 


only 
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only this 

lawful ts, 

for our skil 

breeds no tll, 
but content and pleasure. 


In a morning up we rife 
Ere Aurora’s peeping, 
Drink a cup to wa/h our eyes, 
Leave the fluggard fleeping ; 

Then we go 

too and fro, 

with our knacks 

at our backs, 

to fuch fireams 

as the Thames 
if we have the letfure. 


When we pleafe to walk abroad 
For our recreation, 
In the fields ts our abode, 
Full of deleétation : 
Where in a Brook 
with a hook, 
or a Lake 


Sih we take, 


there 
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there we fit 
Sor a bit, 
till we fifh intangle. 


We have Gentles in a horn, 
We have Pajfte and worms too, 
We can watch both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and ftorms too : 
None do here 
ufe to fwear, . 
oathes do fray 
jifh away, 
we fit till, 
watch our quill, 
Fifbers muft not rangle, 


Uf the Suns excefsive heat 
Makes our bodies fwelter, 
To an Ofier hedge we get 
For afriendly fhelter , 
where in a‘dike 
Pearch or Pike, 
Roch or Dace 
we do chafe 
Bleak or Gudgion 
without grudging, 
we are /till contented. Pos 
- | eee. Or 
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Or we fometimes pafs an hour, 
Under a green willow, 
That defends us from a fhowr, 
Making earth our pillow, 
There we may 
think and pray 
before death 
" ftops our breath; 
other joyes 
are but toyes 
and to be lamented. 


Viat. Well fung, Mafter; this 
dayes fortune and pleafure , and 
this nights company and Song, do 
all make me more and more in love 
withAng/ng.Gentlemen,my Matter 
left me alone foran hour this day, 
and I verily believe he retir’d him- 
felf from talking with me, that he 
might be fo perfect in this Song;was 
it not Matter ? 

Pifc. Yes indeed, for it is many 
yeers fince I learn’dit, and having 
forgotten a part of it, I was forced 
to patch it up bythe helpof my own 
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invention, who am not excellent at 
Poetry,as my part of the Song may 
teftifie: But of that I will fay no 
more, leaftyoufhould think I mean 
by difcommending it, to beg your 
commendations of it. And there- 
fore without replications, lets hear 
your Ketch, Scholer, which I hope 
will bea good one, foryou are both 
Mufical, and have a good fancie to 
boot. 

Viat. Marry, and that you thall, 
and as freely asI would have my ho- 
ne{t Mafter tel me fome more fecrets 


of fifth and fifhing as we walk and > 


fith towards Londontomorrow. But 
Matter, firftlet me tel] you,that that 
very hour which you were abfent 
from me, I fate down under a Wil- 
low tree by the water fide, and confi- 
dered what you had told me of the 
owner of that pleafant Meadow in 
whichyou then leftme, thathehad 
a plentiful eftate, and nota heart to 
think fo; that he had at this time 


many Law Suites depending, and 


<3 that 
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that they both damp’d his mirth and 


took up fo much of his time and 
thoughts, that he himfelfe had not 
leifure to take the {weet content that 
I, who pretended no title, took in 
his fields; for Icould there fit quiet- 
ly, ,and looking on the water, fee 
hfhes leaping at Flies of feveral 
fhapes and colours; looking on the 
Hils, could behold them {potted - 
with Woods and Groves ; looking 
down the Meadows, could fee here a 
Boy gathering Zilhes and Lady- 


Jmocks, and there a Girle cropping 


Culverkeys and Cow/flips, all to make 
Garlands futable to this pleafant 
Month of Jay; thefe and many o- 
ther Field-flowers fo perfum’d the 
air,that I thought this Meadow like 
the field in Sici/y (of which Diodorus 
{peaks) where the perfumes arifing 
fromthe place, makes all dogs that 
hunt in it,to fall off,and to lofe their 
hotteft fent. I fay, asI thus fate 
joying in mine own happy conditi- 
on,and pittying that rich mans that 

ought 
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ought this, and many other pleafant 
Groves and Meadows about me, I 
did thankfully remember what my 
Saviour faid, that the meek poffe/s the 
earth; for indeed they are free from 
thofe high, thofe reftlefs thoughts 
and contentions which corrode the 
{weets of life. Forthey, and they 
only,can fay as the Poet has happily 
exprett it. 


Hail bleft eftate of poverty ! 

Happy enjoyment of fuch minds, 

44s rich in low contentedne/;, 

Can, like the reeds in rougheft winds, 


By yeelding make that blow but fal 


At which proud Oaks and Cedars fal. 


Gentlemen,thefe were a part of the 
thoughts that then poffeft me, and 
I there made a converfion of a piece 
of an old Ketch, and added more to 
it, fitting them to befung by us Ang- 
lers: Come, Mafter, you can fing 
well, you mutt fing a part of it as it 
is in this paper. 
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Pet. I marry Sir, this is Mufick 
indeed, this has cheered my heart, 
and made me to remember fix Ver- 
fes in praife of Mufick, which I will 
{peak to you inftantly. 


Mujfick, miraculous Rhetorick, that J[peak’ft fenfe 
Without a tongue,excelling eloquence ; 

With what eafe might thy errors be excuf-d 

Wert thou as truly lov'd as th'art abuf'd. 

But though dull fouls negle&, and fome reprove thee, 
I cannot hate thee, 'caufe the Angels love thee. 


Pifcat. Well remembred, _ bro- 
ther Peter, thefe Verfes came fea- 
fonably. Come, we will all joine 
together, mine Hofteandall, and 
fing my Scholers Ketch over again, 
and theneach man drink the tother 
cup and to bed, andthank God we 
have a dry houfe over our heads, 

Pye. Well now, good night to 
every body. 

Pet. And fo fay I. 

Viat. And fo fay I. 

Cor. 
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Cor. Good nightto you all,and I 
thank you. 

Pift. Good morrow brother 
Peter, and the like to you, honeft 
Coridon; come, my Hottis fayes 
there s feven fhillings to pay, lets 
each man drink a pot for his mor- 
nings draught, and lay downe his 
two fhillings,that fo my Hoftis may 
not have occafion to repent her {elf 
of being fo diligent, and ufing us fo 
kindly. 

Pet. The motionisliked by every 
body; And fo Hoftis, here’s your 


mony, we Anglers are all behold- 


ing to you, it wil not be long ere Ile 
fee you again. And now brother 
Pifcator,1 with you andmy brother 
your Scholer a fair day, and good 
fortune. Come Coridon, this is our 
Way. 


- 


CHAP, 
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Viat. Ood Matter, as we go 
‘| 

now towards London, 

be {till fo courteous 

as to give me more inftruétions, for 


I have feveral boxes in my memory 


in which I will keep them all very 


fafe, there thall not one of them be 


loft. 

Pic. Well Scholer, that I will, 
and I will hide nothing from you 
that I can remember, and may help 
you forward towards a perfe¢tion in 
this Art; and becaufe we have fo 
much time, and I have faid (0 little 
of Roch and Dace, I will give you 
fome direétions concerning fome fe- 
veral kinds of baits with which they 
be ufually taken ; they will bite al- 
moft at any flies, but efpecially at 

Ant- 
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Ant-flies ; concerning which, take 
this direction, for it is very 
good. 

Take the blackith Ant-fy out of 
the Mole-hill, or Ant-hil, inwhich 
place you fhall find them in the 
Months of ‘une; or if that be too 
early in the yeer, then doubtlefs 
you may find them in Fuly, Augu/t, 
and mott of September ; gather them 


221 


alive with both their wings, and © 


then put them into a glafs, that will 
hold a quart or a pottle; but firft, 
put into the glafs,a handful or more 
of the moift earth out of which you 


gather them, and as much of the 


roots of the grafs of the faid Hillock; 
and then put in the flies gently, that 
they lofe not their win gs, and fo 
many as are put into the glafs with- 
out bruifing, willlive there a month 
or more, and be alwaies in a readi- 
nefs for you to fith with; but if you 
would have them keep longer, then 
get any great earthen pot or barrel 

ot 
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of three or four gallons (which is 
better) then wath your barrel with 
water and honey; and having put 
into it a quantitie of earth and grafs 
roots, then put in your flies and co- 
ver it, and they willlive a quarter of 
a year; thefe in any ftream and clear 
water are a deadly bait for Roch or 
Dace, or for a Chub, and your rule 
is to fifh not lefs then a handful from 
the bottom. 

I fhall next tell you a winter bait 
for a Roch,a Dace,or Chub, and itis 
choicely good. About 4//-ho/- 
lantide (and fo: till Froft comes) 
when you fee men ploughing up 
heath-ground, or fandy ground, 
or greenfwards , then follow the 
plough, and you fhall find a white 
worm, as big as two Magots, and it 
hath a red head, (you may obferve 
in what ground moft are, for there 
the Crows will be very watchful, 
and follow the Plough very clofe) 
it is all foft,and full of whitith guts;a 


worm 
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worm that is in Norfolk, and fome 
other Countries called a Grub, and 
is bred of the {pawn or eggs of a 
Beetle, which fhe leaves in holes 
that fhe digs in the ground under 
Cow or Horfe-dung, and there refts 
all Winter, and in arch or A pril 
comes to be firft a red, and then a 
black Beetle: gather a thoufand or 
two of thefe, and put them with a 
peck or two of their own earth into 
fome tub or firkin, and cover and 
keep them fo warm, that the froft 
or cold air, or winds kill them not, 
and you may keep them all winter 


and kill fifh with them at any time, 


and if you put fome of them into a 
little earth and honey a day before 
you ufe them, you will find them 
an excellent baite for Breame or 
Carp. | 
And after this manner you may 
alfo keep Gentles all winter, which 
isa good bait then, and much the 
better for being lively and tuffe, or 
you 
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you may breed and keep Gentle 
thus: Take a piece of beafts liver 
and with a crofs ftick, hang it in 
fome corner over a pot or barrel half 
full of dry clay, and as the Gentles 
grow big, they wil fall into the bar- 
rel and fcowre themfelves, and be 
alwayes ready for ufe whenfoever 
you incline to fith; and thefe Gen- 
tles may be thus made til after 477- 
chaelmas: But if you defire to keep 
Gentles to fifth with all the yeer, 
then get a dead Cat or a Kite, and 
let it be fly-blowne, and when the 
Gentles begin to be alive and toftir, 
then bury it andthem in moiftearth, 
butasfree from froft as you can, and 
thefe you may dig up at any time 
when you intend to ufe them; thefe 
wil laft till arch, and about that 
time turn to be flies. 

But if you be nice to fowl your 
fingers (which good Anglers fel- 
dome are) then take this bait: Get 
a handful of well made Maule, and 

put 
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put it into a dith of water, and then 
wath and rub it betwixt your hands 
til you make in cleane, and as free 
from husks as you can; then put that 
water from it, and put a fmal quan- 
titie of frefh water to it, and fet it in 
fomething that is fit for that 
purpofe , over the fire , where it is 
not to boil apace, but leifurely, and 
very foftly, until it become fome- 
what foft, which you may try by 
feeling it betwixt your finger and 
thumb; and when it is foft, then 
putyour water from it, and then take 
a fharp knife, and turning the fprout 
end of the corn upward, with the 
point of your knife take the back 
part of the husk off from it, and yet 
leaving a kind of husk on the corn, 
or elfe it is marr’d; and then cut off 
that {prouted end (I mean a little of 
_ it) that the vvhite may appear, and 
fo pull off the husk on the cloven fide 
(as I directed you) and then cutting 
off a very little of the other end, that 

fo 
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fo your hook may enter, and if your 
hook be fmall and good, you will 
find this to be a very choice bait e1- 
ther for Winter or Summer, you 
fometimes cafting a little of it into 
the place where your flote {wims. 
And to take the Roch and Dace, a 
good bait is the young brood of 


. Wafpsor Bees, baked or hardned in 


their husks in an Oven, after the 
bread is taken out of it, or on a fire- 
fhovel; and fo alfois the thick blood 
of Sheep, being half dryed on a 
trencher that you may cut it into 
fuch pieces as may beft fit the fize of 
your hook, and alittle falt keeps it 
from growing black, and makes it 


‘not the worfe but better ; this is ta- 


ken to be a choice bait, if rightly or- 
dered. 

There be feveral Oiles of a {trong 
{mel that I have been told of, and 
to be excellent to tempt fifh to bite, 
of which I could fay much, but I~ 
remember I once carried a fmall 

bottle 
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bottle from Sir George Haftings to 
Sir Henry Wotton (they were both 
chimical men J as a great prefent; 
but upon enquiry, I found it did not 
an{wer the expectation of Sir Henry, 
which with the help of other cir- 
cumi{tances, makes me have little 
belief in fuch things as many men 
talk of; not but that I think fithes 
both {mell and hear (as I have ex- 
preft in my former difcourfe) but 
there is a myfterious knack, which 
(though it be much eafier then the 
Philofophers-Stone, yet) is not a- 
tainable by common capacities, or 
elfe lies locked up in the braine or 
breft of fome chimical men, that, 
like the Rofi-crutions, yetwill not re- 
vealit. But I ftepped by chance in- 


to this difcourfe of Oiles, and fithes 
fmelling; and though there might 


be more faid, both of it, and of baits 
for Roch and Dace, and other flote 
fith, yet I will forbear it at this time, 
and tell you in the next place how 

2 you 
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you are to prepare your tackling : 
concerning which I will for fport 
fake give you an old Rhime out of 
an old Fifh-book, which will be 
a part of what you are to pro- 
vide. 


‘ 
My rod,and my line,my flote and my lead, 

My book, my plummet,my whet tone & knife, 
My Basket, my baits, both living and dead, 
My net,and my meat, for that 1s the chief; 
Then Imuft have thred & hairs great & fmal, 
With mine Angling purfe,and fo you have all. 


But you mutt have all thefe tack- 
ling, and twice fo many more, with 
which, if you mean to bea fifher,you 
muft {tore your felfe: and to that 
purpofe I will go with you either to 
Charles Brandons (neer tothe Swan in 
Golding-lane); or to Mr. Fletchers 
inthe Court which did once belong 
to Dr. Nowel the Dean of Pau/s, that 
I told you was a good man, and a 
good Fifher; it is hard by the weft 
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end of Saint Pau/s Church; they be 
both honeft men, and will fit an 
Angler with what tackling hee 
wants. 

Viat. Then, good Matter, let it 
be at Charles Brandons, for he is 
neereft to my dwelling, and I pray 
letsmeetthere the ninth of May next 
about two of the Clock,andI’! want 
nothing that a Fither fhould be fur- 
nifhed with. 


Pifc. Well, and Ie not fail you, 


God willing, at the time and place 
appointed, 

-Viat. I thank you, good Ma- 
fter, and I will not fail you: and 
good Matter, tell me what baits 
more you remember, for it wil not 
now be long ere we thal beat Toten- 
bam High-Cro/s,andwhenwecome 
thither, I wilmake you fome requi- 
tal of your pains,” by repeating as 
choice a copy of Verfes, as any 
we have heard fince we met toge- 


Q 3 ther ; 


22y 


230 


The Complete Angler. 


ther, and that is a proud word; 
for wee have heard very good 
ones. 

Pifc. Wel, Scholer, and I thal 
be right glad tohear them; and I 
wil tel you whatfoever comes in my 
mind, that I think may be worth 
your hearing : you may make ano- 
ther choicebaitthus, Take ahand- 
ful or two of the beft and biggeft 
Wheat you can get, boil itin a little 
milk like as Frumitie is boiled, boil 
it fo till itbefoft, and then fry it ve- 
ry leifurely with honey, and a little 
beaten Saffron diflolved in milk, 
and you wil find this a choice bait, 
and good I think for any fith, efpe- 
cially for Roch, Dace, Chub or Grey- 
ling ; I know not but that it may be 
as good for a River Carp, and efpe- 
cially if the ground be a little baited 
with it. | 

You are alfo to know, that there 
be divers kinds of Cadis, or Ca/e- 


Worms 
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worms, that are to bee found in this 
Nation in feveral diftin@ Counties, 
& in feveral little Brooks that relate 
to biggerRivers,as namely oneCadis 


called a Piper, whofe husk or cafe is 


a piece of reed about an inch lon g Or 
longer,and as big about as the com- 
pafs of a two pence;thefe worms be- 
ing keptthree or four daysina wool- 
len bag with fand at the bottom of 
it,and the bag wet once a day,will in 
three or four dayes turne to be yel- 
low; and thefe bea choice bait for 
the Chub or Chavender, or indeed 
for any great fith, for it is a large 
bait. 

There is alfo a lefler Cadis-worm, 
called a Cock-/pur, being in fafhion 
like the fpurof'aCock, fharp at one 
end, and the cafe or houfe in which 
this dwels is made of {mal Susks and 
gravel, and flee, mott curioufly 
made of thefe, even fo as to be won- 
dred at, but not made by man /no 

y 4. more 
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more then the neft of a bird is: this 
is a choice bait for any flote fith, it 
ismuch lefs then the Piper Cadis,and 
to be fo ordered; and thefe may be 
{o preferved ten, fifteen, or twentie 
dayes. 

There is alfo another Cadis cal- 
led by fome a Straw-worm, and by 
fome a Ruffe-coate, whofe houfe or 
cafe is made of little pieces of bents, 
and Rufhes, and ftraws, and wa- 
ter weeds, and I know not what, 
whichare fo knit together with con- 
denfd flime,that they ftick upabout 
her husk orcafe,notunlikethe ,/2/es 
of a Hedg-hog ; thefe three Cadis are 
commonly taken in the beginning of 
Summer, and are good indeed to 
take any kind of fith with flote or 
otherwife. I might tell you of 
many more, which, as thefe doe 


early , fo thofe have their time of 
turning to be flies later in Sum- 


mer; but I might lofe my felfe, 
and 
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and tire you by fuch a difcourfe, 
I fhall therefore but remember you, 
that to know thefe, and their feve- 
ral kinds, and to what flies every 
particular Cadis turns , and then 
how to ufe them, firft as they bee 
Cadis, and then as they be flies, is 
an Art , and an Art that every 
one that profefles Angling is not ca- 
pable of. | 


But let mee tell you , I have 
been much pleafed to walk quiet- 
ly by a Brook with a little ftick 
in my hand, with which] might 


eafily take thefe, and confider the 


curiofity of their compofure; and 
if you fhall ever like to do f, 
then note, that your ftick mutt be 
cleft, or have a nick at one end 
of it, by which meanes you may 


with eafe take many of them out | 


of the water, . before you have a- 
ny occafion to ufe them. Thefe, 
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my honeft Scholer, are fome ob- 
fervations told to you as they 
now come fuddenly into my me- 
mory, of which you may make 
fome ufe : but for the practical part, 
it is that that makes an Angler; it is 
diligence, and obfervation, and pra- 
Ctice that mutt do it. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Pife. Ell, Scholer, I 
AY \ } have held you 
too long about 


thefe Cadis,and my {pirits are almoft 
{pent,and {oI doubt is your patience; 
but being we are now within fight 
of Totenham, where I firft met you, 
and where wee are to part, I will 
give you a little direction how to 
colour the hair of which you make 
your lines, for that is very needful 


tobe knownofan Angler; and alfo — 


how to paint your rod, _efpecially 
your top, fora right grown top is a 
choice Commoditie, and fhould be 
preferved from the water foking in- 
toit, which makesit inwet weather 
to be heavy, and fith ill favouredly. 
and alfo to ret quickly. | 
Take 
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Take a pint of {trong Ale, half a 
pound of foot, and a like quantity of 
thejuice of Walnut-tree leaves, and 
an equal quantitie of Allome, put 
thefe together into a pot, or pan, or 
pipkin, and boil them half an hour, 
and having fo done, let it cool, and 
being Cold,put your hair into it,and 
there let it lye;it wil turn your hair to 
be a kind of water,or glafs colour,or 
greenifh, and the longer you let it 
lye,the deeper coloured it will bee; 
you might be taught to make many 
other colours, but it is to little pur- 
pofe; for doubtleffe the water or 
glafs coloured haire is the moft 
choice and moft ufeful for an _4n- 
gler. 

But if you defire to colour haire 
green, then doe it thus: Take a 
quart of {mal Ale, halfe a pound of 
Allome, then put thefe intoa pan or 
pipkin, and your haire into it with 
them, then putit upon a fire and let 
it boile foftly for half an hour, and 

then 
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then take out your hair, and let it 
dry, and having fo done, then take 
a pottle of water,and put into it two 
handful of Mary-golds, and cover 
it with a tile or what you think fit, 
and fet it again on the fire, where it 
is to boil foftly for half an hour, a- 
bout which time the fcum will turn 
yellow, then’‘put into ithalfa pound 
of Copporis beaten fmal, and with 
it the hair thatyou intend to colour, 
thenletthehair be boiled foftly till 
half the liquor be wafted,& then let 
it cool three or four hours with! your 
hair in it; and you are to obferve, 
that the moreCopporis you put into 
it,thegreenerit will be,but doubtlefs 
the pale green is beft; butif you de- 
fire yellow hair (which is only good 
when the weeds rot) then putin the 
more Mary-golds, and abate moft of 
the Copporis,or leave it out, and take 
a little Verdigreece in ftead of it. 
This for colouring your hair. And 
as for painting your rod, which mutt 


be 
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be in Oyl, you mutt firft make a fize 
with glue and water, boiledtogether 
until the glue be diflolved, and the 
fize of alie colour; then {trike your 
fize upon the wood with a briftle 
bruth or penfil, whilftitis hot: that 
being quite dry, take white lead, 
and a little red lead, and a little cole 
black, fo much as all together will 
make an afh colour, grind thefe all 
together with Linfeed oyle, letitbe 
thick,and lay it thin upon the wood 
with a bruth or penfil, this do for 
the ground of any colour to lie up- 
on wood. 


For a Green. 

Take Pink and Verdigreece, and 
grind them together in Linfeed oyl, 
as thick as you can well grind it, 
then lay it {moothly on with your 
brufh, and drive it thin, once doing 


for the mott part will ferve, if you 


lay it wel, and be fure your firft co- 
lour be thoroughly dry, before you 
Jay on a fecond. 


Well 
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Well, Scholer,you now fee Toten- 
ham, and lam weary,and therefore 
glad that we are fo near it; but if I 
were to walk many more days with 
you, I could ftil be telling you more 
and more of the myfterious Art of 
Angling ;_ but I wil hope for ano- 
theropportunitie, andthen I wil ac- 
quaint you with many more, both 
neceflary and true obfervations con- 
cerning fith and fifhing : but now 
no more, lets turn into yonder Ar- 
bour , for it is a cleane and cool 
place. 

Viat. "Tis a faire motion, and I 
will requite a part of your courtefies 
with a bottle of Sack, and Milk,and 
Oranges and Sugar, which all put 

together, make a drink too good for 
any body, but us Anglers: and fo 
Matter, here is a full glafs to you of 
that liquor, and when you have 
pledged me, I wil repeat the Ver- 
tes which I promifed you, it is a Co- 
py printed amongft Sir Henry Wot- 

LOnS 
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tons Verfes, and doubtlefs made ei- 
ther by him, or by a lover of Ang- 
Jing: Come Mafter, now drink a 
glafs to me, and then I will pledge 
you, and fall to my repetition; it is 
a difcription of fuch Country recre- 
ations as I have enjoyed fince I had 
the happinefs to fall into your com- 


pany. 


Quivering fears, heart tearing cares, 
Anxious fighes, untimely tears, 
Fly, fly to Courts, 
Fly to fond wordlings fports, 
Where firain’d Sardonick {miles are glofing ftil 
And grief ts fore'd to laugh againft her will. 
Where mirths but Mummery, 
And forrows only real be. 


Fly from our Country paftimes, fly, 
Sad troops of humane mifery, 


Come ferene looks, 

Clear as the Chriftal Brooks, 
Or the pure azur’d heaven that finiles to fee 
Tbe rich attendance on our poverty ; 
Peace 
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Peace and a fecure mind 
Which all men feek, we only find. 


Abufed Mortals did you know 
Where joy, hearts eafe, and comforts Lrow, 

You'd fcorn proud Towers, 

And feck them in thefe Bowers, (hake, 
Where winds fometimes our woods perhaps may 
But bluftering care could never tempeft make, 

No murmurs ere come nigh us, . 


Saving of Fountains that glide by us. 


Here’s no fantaftick Mask nor Dance, 

But of our kids that frisk and prance ; 
Nor wars are feen i 
ttnle/s upon the green 

Two harmle/i Lambs are butting one the other, 

Which done,both bleating, run each to his mo- 

And wounds are never found. (ther: 

Save what the Plough-/hare &tves the ground. 


Here are no falfe entrapping baits 
To haften too too hafty fates 
Unle/s it be 
‘he fond credulitte | | 
R Of 
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Of filly fifh,which, worldling like,fiill look 
a pon the bait,but never on the hook ; 


Nor envy, ’nle/s among 
The birds, for price of their fweet Song. 


Go,let the diving Negro feek 
For gems hid in fome forlorn cree k, 
We all Pearls ‘[corn, 
Save what the dewy morne 
Congeals upon each little {pire of graffe, 
Which carele es Shepherds beat down as they paffe, 
And Gold ne’re here appears 
S ave what the yellow Ceres bears. 


Bkeft flent Groves, ob may'you be 
For ever murths bleft nurfery, 
May pure contents - 

Sor ever pitch their tents _ (mountazns, 
pon thefe downs,thefe Meads,thefé rocks,thefe 
And peace fiil lumber by thefe purling fountains 

Which we may every year 
jind when we come a fifhing here. 


Pic. Truft me, Scholer, I thank 
you ished for thefe Verfes ,they be 
ChOIce- 
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choicely good, and doublefs made 
by a lover of Angling : Come,now 
drink a glafstome, and I wil requite 
you with a very good Copy of Ver- 
{es ; it is a farewel to the vanities 
of the world, and fome fay written 
by D*. D, but let them bee writ by 
whom they will, hethat writ them 
had a brave foul, and muft needs be 
pofleft with happy thoughts at the 


time of their compoture. 


Farwel ye guilded follies pleafing troubles , 
Farwel ye honour’d rags,ye glorious bubbles ; 
Fame’s but a hollow eccho,gold pure clay, 
Honour the darling but of one {hort day. 
Beauty (th eyes idol) but a damask d shin, 
State but a golden prifon,to live in 
And torture free-bornminds;imbroider d trains 
Meerly but Pageants, for proud fwelling vains, 
And blood ally’d to greatne/s,is alone 
Inherited, not purchaf’d, nor our own. 
Fame, honor beauty, ftate,train,blood & birth, 
Are but the fading bloffomes of the earth. 
age I would 
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L would be great, but that the Sun doth frill, 

Level his rayes againft the rifing hill: 

L would be high, but fee the proude/t Oak 

Moft fubject to the rending Thunder-/troke ; 

I would be rich,but fee men too unkind 

Dig in the bowels of the richeft mind; 

I would be wife,but that I often fee 

The Fox fufpected whilft the Afs goes free ; 

L would be fair, but fee the fair and proud 

Like the bright Sun, oft fetting in a cloud; 

L would be poor but know the humble grafs 

Still trampled on by each unworthy Affe : 

Rich, hated; wife, Jufpected ; fcorn’d, if poor ; 

Great, fear d;fair,tempted:high,hil envi'd more 
LT have wifh'd all,but now I wifh for neither, 
Great, high,rich,wife,norfair, poor l’ lberather 


Would the world now adopt me for her heir, 
Would beauties Queen entitle me the Fair, 
Fame {peak me fortunes Minion, could I vie 
Angels w* India, w" a Speaking eye (dumb 
Command bare heads,bow d knees firtke fuftice 
<1s wel as blind and lame, or give a tongue 
To flones,byEpitaphs , be call’d great Mafter, 
Ln the loofe Rhimes of every Poetafter ; 

Could 
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Could I be more then any man that lives, 

Great, fair,rich,wife in all Superlatives; 

Yet I more freely would the fe gifts refign, 

Then ever fortune would have made them mine 

. And hold one minute of this holy leafure, 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleasure. 


Welcom pure thoughts,welcome ye filent groves, 
T hefe guefts,thefe Courts, my foul moft dearly loves, 
Now the wing’d people of the Shie Shall fing 
My chereful Anthems to the gladfome Spring ; 
Al Pray’r book now fall be my looking glaffe, 
In which I will adore fweet vertues face. 
Here dwell no hateful looks,no Pallace cares, 
No broken vows dwell here,nor pale fac'd fears, 
Then here 1 fit and figh my hot loves Jolly, 
And learn ¢ affect an holy melancho ly. 

And if contentment be a ftranger, then 

I'l nere look for it,but in heaven again. 


Viat. Wel Matter, thefebe Ver- 
fes that be worthy to keep a room in 
every mans memory. I thank you 
for them, and I thank you for your 
many inftructions, whichI willnot 

forget 
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forget; your company and difcourfe 
have been fo pleafant, that I may 
truly fay, I have only lived, fince I 
enjoyed you and them, and turned 
Angler. I am forry topart with you 
here, here inthis place where I firft 
met you, but it mutt be fo : I fhall 
iong for the ninth of May, for then 
we are to meet at Charls Brandons. 
Thisintermitted timewilfeemtome 
(as it doestomenin forrow ) to pafs 
flowly, but I wil haften it as faft as 7 


_ canby mywithes, and inthemean 


time the b/e/sing of Saint Peters Ma- 
fter be with mine. 

_ Pie. And the like be upon my 
honeft Scholer. And upon all that 
hate contentions,and love quietneffe, 
and vertue,and Angling. 
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9. Miracles and Discourses of our Lord, 17. The Names, Titles and Characters of 
arranged in chronological order. Christ, arranged alphabetically. 
10. <A List of the Parables and Miracles 18. The Prophecies relating to Christ, 
recorded in the Old Testament, arrangedin | and their appropriate heads. = 
chronological order, 


In order that all the requirements of Teachers may be fully met, the 
EACHERS’ BIBLEis published, in various sizes and styles 
of binding, at prices varying from 5s. 6d. to 21s. 


SS 


This work is issued in handsome Roxburghe binding. The volumes are sold separately, price 
4s, 6d. each, post free. The set of five volumes can also be had, handsomely 
bound in half cal/, or half morocco, price £2 2s. or in morocco, £3 3s. 


THE BIBLICAL MUSEUM, 


Consisting of Notes—Critical, Homiletic, and Mlustrative—on the Holy Scriptures, and eee 
forms a Complete Commentary, on an Original Plan, specially designed for r,: 
Sunday Sehool ‘Teachers, . 


By the Rey. JAMES COMPER GRAY, Author of “Topics for Teachers,”? &c:, &c. hag 


Vol. 1.—Matthew and Mark... _ Vol, 4.—Corinthians to Philemon. 3 cok. 
Vol. 2.—Luke and John. | Vol. 5.—Hebrews. to Revelation, anda = 39 
Vol. 3.—Acts and Romans, _ full Index to the New Testament. : 


The ‘* Biblical Museum” may be briefty described as a complete commentary on 7b ae 
the new Testament, on a new and original plan, which furnishes, in addition to the : = - a 
fullest explanation of the sacred text, a larger amount of illustration, criticism, exposi- ~ 38 
tion, homiletic analysis, and scientific research than has hitherto been brought together 
in any work, and which could only be obtained by consulting a perfect library of reference, 
acd by years of constant study. 
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In Crown 8vo, uniform with the volumes on the New Testament, price 6s. 


THE BIBLICAL MUSEUM OLD TESTAMENT. 


Vol. 1 contains GENESIS and EXODUS, 


The old Testament section of the Biblical Museum is arran ged and carried out on the 
same plan as that adopted in the New Testament, and which has rendered it so popular 
umong our Sunday-School Teachers, The yolumes are being issued at regular intervals, 


In Crown 8vo, bound in cloth, price 8s. 6d. 


THE TEACHERS’ HANDY-BOOK OF QUESTIONING 
ON THE GOSPELS. 


WITH A PREFACE BY THE BISHOP OF MANCHESTER. 


Coutaining 8,000 Questions and Answers on the Four Gospels. 
This work goes through each Gospel in its order, verse by verse, furnishing concise 


ae and appropriate answers on all the leading incidents and subjects in the Four 
Gospels, 


Now ready, in Royal 8vo, very strongly half bound, price 10s. 6d. 
THE STANDARD CONCORDANCE TO THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 


This edition of Cruden’s Concordance is the most complete that has ever been pub: 
lished. It contains all the words in the Bible, arranged alphabetically; with the Scrip- 
ture texts in which they occur; it has also a Concordance of Proper Names; being very 
strongly half bound in leather, it will stand continual use, Such as a book of constant 
reference of this character is usually subject to. 


In Crown 8vo, strongly half bound, price 5s. 


THE HANDY CONCORDANCE TO THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 


This Concordance is an Abridgement of the above, and contains all the Principal words 
of the Bible, with the texts in which they occur; it isa handier volume than the above, 


a i useful for those who do not require the full book, it is strongly half-bound in 
eather. 


Price 18., in limp binding, for carrying in the covers of a Pocket Bible. 


THE COMPANION CONCORDANCE TO THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 


Is specially prepared for carrying inside the covers of a Pocket Bible, and though small 
enough to be used thus, it gives all the principal words found in the Bible, and contains 
reference to no less than 25,800 Scripture passages. The size is only 4-in, broad, by 53-in. 
long, and one-sixth of an inch thick, being the smallest Concordance ever published. 


Besides the Concordance, it gives at the end an Index to the Bible, Tables o Scripture 
Coins, Weights and Measures, &c., &c, ° 
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THE THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS? BIBLE, 


WITH WIDE MARGIN FOR NOTES AND HEADS OF LESSONS. 


This beautiful edition of the Holy Bible is printed on paper specially prepared for pen 
and ink writing. The pages are numbered, and an Alphabetical Index is prefixed, 


wherein the student can group his notes on particular subjects under their respective 
titles, and thirty-three 


I extra blank pages are added for continuing the notes. Red 
border lines are introduc 


er Ih ed in order to keep the notes distinct from the text, 
Price, in cloth, 12s. 6d. ; Persian morocco, 16s.; Turkey morocco, limp or stiff, £1 1s; 
Turkey morocco circuit, £1 68.; in best Turk 


ey morocco, bevelled edges, gilt clasp, £2 2s, 
Specimen pages will be sent on application. 


In limp leather for 33,, or in limp Turkey morocco for 5s. 3 lappet edges, Ts. 6d. 


THE TEACHERS’ BIJOU POCKET BIBLE, 


This is the smallest Bible ever published for Sunday-School Teachers—a book which 
Will REALLY go into the pocket 


\ ' without inconvenience ; it is specially designed for carry- 

ing to class, or to use while travelling ; it only measures 4} by 3 inches, is little more than 

half an inch thick, and is published in thin flexible morocco for portability. 
ee ae ee 


Now ready, handsomely bound in cloth, price 7s. 6d.3 half calf, Ils. 3 or morocco, gilt edges, 153. 


THE NEW 
CYCLOPADIA OF ILLUSTRATIVE ANECDOTE, 
MORAL AND RELIGIOUS, 


Containing a vast collection of Auth 


subjects, arranged and classified alph 


entic Anecdotes, old and new, on a wide range of 
index. 


abetically for ready reference, and with a detailed 


See 
Now ready, handsomely bound in cloth, price 7s. 6d. 3 half calf, 11s.3 morocco, 15s. 


THE NEW HANDBOOK OF ILLUSTRATIONS, 


A Classified Treasury of the Themes, Analogies, Parables, Similitudes, Types, Emblems, 
Symbols, Apologues, Allegories and Expositions of Scripture Truth and Christian Life, 
digested and arranged for ready reference. The illustrations contributed will be found 
very varied in style, character, and treatment, and gathered from an extensive field. 
To render the whole of practical utility, alphabetical classification and analysis have been 


elosely studied; facility, therefore, is afforded for ready reference to an abundant and 
varied store of illustrative material. The work is introduced by the Rev. W. MORLEY 
PUNSHON, LL.D, 


NEW MANUAL FOR ALL SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS. 


In Two Volumes, printed on toned paper, and handsomely bound in the best cloth, gilt, with 200 
illustrations, and eight well-executed Maps, price 3s: 6d. each. 


TOPICS FOR TEACHERS. 


This valuable and popular work contains all of the most prominent Biblical topics ; 
around which are grouped and classified THE WHOLE of the most important Scripture 
references, with historical incidents and scientific facts for Bible illustration 3; aS well as 
most condensed and exhaustive information on each subject, drawn from every source, 
sacred and secular ; to these are added suitable moral and religious suggestions and hints 
for practical use in the Sunday School or Bible-class, or for the composition of Sunday 


School addresses. The work constitutes a Bible Dictionary, a Bible Manual, a Bible 
Text-book, a Bible Commentary, a Bible Concordance, and a Biblical Atlas, all in one, 
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Feap, 8v0, timp cloth, price 1s. 6d., or in neat cloth, gilt lettered, price 2s. 
THE POPULAR 


BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL DICTIONARY. 


Consisting of 418 pages, nearly a hundred Illustrations, Tables of Weights and 
Measures, &c., - : 

'wenty-ninth Thousand. A new Edition revised to the Present time, 

This Dictionary is most valuable, as giving, in a concise and readable form, the results 
of modern Scholarship on all subjects connected with Biblical study. It is written ina 
popular style, and is especially adapted for the use of Sunday-School Teachers and others 
who desire a handy book supplying readily accessible information, 


Now ready, handsomely printed and bound, in Crown, 8v0, cloth, price 3s. 6d. 


THE NEW MANUAL OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ADDRESSES ; 


A comprehensive and suggestive Collection of Outlines of Addresses, embracing a wide 
range of topics, adapted for Sunday Schools and other assemblages of Young People, 
many ofthe Addresses being also fitted for gatherings of Working Men, Missionary 
Meetings, Ragged School Festivals, &e, 


The chief points are illustrated by anecdotes, facts, incidents and examples drawn 
from modern life, nature, ancient history, &e., &e, 


mace ara an ee 


An Encyclopedia of Facts and Principles, Tlustrated by anecdotes, incidents, and 
quotations from the Works of the most Eminent Writers on Sunday School matters, 
Edited by James Comprr Gray, Author of « Topics for Teachers,”’ &¢, 


This work is a reference book for those who are engaged in the work of Sunday School 
instruction ; containing, ina condensed and classified form, practical information and 
counsel on all matters concerning the Sunday School ‘and its work. It forms a handy 
guide for superintendents and teachers, secretaries, librarians, Visitors, treasurers, &c.,&c., 
to the efficient conduct of every department and detail of their work, 


Now ready, price 3s. 6d. 


THE POCKET COMPENDIUM OF THE DOCTRINES, 
INSTITUTIONS, DUTIES, AND EVIDENCES 
OF CHRISTIANITY, 


With an Introductory Preface by the Rey. G. 7, Perks, M.A- 


Oe rt line inp ie et Le 


Now ready, in Feap. 8vo, handsomely bound Sor Presentation, price Qs. 


MY CLASS FOR JESUS: 


From Self to Christ—Looking unto J €su8—Simple Faith~Marr ing in the Lord—Sick- 
ness and Death—Mode of Teaching—Conclusicn, — 
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